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Pet food labeling is regulated at two 
levels. The federal regulations, 
enforced by the United States Food 

and Drug Administration (FDA), establish 
standards applicable for all animal feeds: 
proper identification of product, net quantity 
statement, manufacturer's name and address, 
and proper listing of ingredients. Some states 
also enforce their own labeling regulations. 
Many states have adopted the model pet food 
regulations established by the Association of 
American Feed Control Officials (AAFCO). 
These regulations are more specific in nature, 
covering aspects of labeling such as the product 
name, the guaranteed analysis, the nutritional 
adequacy statement, feeding directions, and 
calorie statements.

PRODUCT NAME
The product name can be a key factor 
in the consumer's decision to buy the 
product. For that reason, manufacturers 

often use fanciful names or other 
techniques to emphasize a particular 
aspect of the product. Because many 
consumers purchase a product based on 
the presence of a specific ingredient, many 
product names incorporate the name of 
an ingredient to highlight its inclusion in 
the product. The percentages of named 
ingredients in the total product are 
dictated by four AAFCO rules.

The "95%" rule applies to products 
consisting primarily of very few 
ingredients. They have simple names, such 
as "Beef for Dogs" or "Tuna Cat Food." 
In these examples, at least 95% of the 
product must be the named ingredient 
(beef or tuna, respectively), not counting 
the water added for processing and 
"condiments." Counting the added water, 
the named ingredient still must comprise 
70% of the product. Because ingredient 
lists must be declared in the proper order 
of predominance by weight, "beef" or 
"tuna" should be the first ingredient listed, 

followed often by water, and 
then other components such as 
vitamins and minerals. If the 
name includes a combination 
of ingredients, such as "Chicken 
'n Liver Dog Food," the two 
named ingredients together 
must comprise 95% of the 
total weight. The first ingredient 

named in the product name must be 
the one of higher predominance in the 
product. For example, the product could 
not be named "Lobster and Salmon for 
Cats" if there is more salmon than lobster 
in the product.

The "25%" or "dinner" rule applies to 
many canned and dry products. If the 
named ingredients comprise at least 25% 
of the product (not counting the water for 
processing), but less than 95%, the name 
must include a qualifying descriptive term, 
such as “Dinner” as in "Beef Dinner for 
Dogs." Counting the added water, the 
named ingredients still must comprise 
10% of the product. Many descriptors 
other than "dinner" are used, however, 
with "Platter," "Entree," "Nuggets" and 
"Formula" being a few examples. In the 
example “Beef Dinner for Dogs” only 
one-quarter of the product must be beef, 
and beef would most likely be the third 
or fourth ingredient on the ingredient 
list. Because the primary ingredient is not 
always the named ingredient and may in 
fact be an ingredient that the consumer 
does not wish to feed, the ingredient list 
should always be checked before purchase. 
For example, a cat owner may have learned 
from his or her finicky feline to avoid 
buying products with fish in it, because the 
cat doesn't like fish. However, a "Chicken 
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PET FOOD LABELS, continued from page 1

Formula Cat Food" may not always be the 
best choice, since some "chicken formulas" 
may indeed contain fish, and sometimes 
may contain even more fish than chicken. 
A quick check of the ingredient list would 
avert this mistake.

If more than one ingredient is included 
in a "dinner" name, the combination of 
the named ingredients must total 25% 
of the product and be listed in the same 
order as found on the ingredient list. Also, 
each named ingredient must be at least 3% 
of the total. Therefore, "Chicken n' Fish 
Dinner Cat Food" must have 25% chicken 
and fish combined, and at least 3% fish.

The "3%" or "with" rule was originally 
intended to apply only to ingredients 
highlighted on the principal display panel, 
but outside the product name, in order 
to allow manufacturers to point out the 
presence of minor ingredients that were 
not added in sufficient quantity to merit 
a "dinner" claim. For example, a "Cheese 
Dinner," with 25% cheese, would not 
be feasible or economical to produce, 
but either a "Beef Dinner for Dogs" or 
"Chicken Formula Cat Food" could 
include a side burst "with cheese" if at 
least 3% cheese is added. The AAFCO 
model regulations now allow use of the 
term "with" as part of the product name, 
such as "Dog Food With Beef" or "Cat 
Food With Chicken." Now, even a minor 
change in the wording of the name has a 
dramatic impact on the minimum amount 
of the named ingredient required, e.g., a 
can of "Cat Food With Tuna" could be 
confused with a can of "Tuna Cat Food," 
but, whereas the latter example must 
contain at least 95% tuna, the first needs 
only 3%. Therefore, the consumer must 
read labels carefully before purchase to 
ensure that the desired product is obtained.

Under the "flavor" rule, a specific 
percentage is not required, but a product 
must contain an amount sufficient to be 

able to be detected. There are specific 
test methods, using animals trained to 
prefer specific flavors, which can be used 
to confirm this claim. In the example of 
"Beef Flavor Dog Food," the word "flavor" 
must appear on the label in the same size, 
style and color as the word "beef." The 
corresponding ingredient may be beef, but 
more often it is another substance that will 
give the characterizing flavor, such as beef 
meal or beef by-products.

With respect to flavors, pet foods often 
contain "digests," which are materials 
treated with heat, enzymes and/or acids 
to form concentrated natural flavors. Only 
a small amount of a "chicken digest" is 
needed to produce a "Chicken Flavored 
Cat Food," even though no actual chicken 
is added to the food. Stocks or broths are 
also occasionally added. Whey is often 
used to add a milk flavor. Often labels 
will bear a claim of "no artificial flavors." 
Actually, artificial flavors are rarely used 
in pet foods. The major exception to that 
would be artificial smoke or bacon flavors, 
which are added to some treats.

NET QUANTITY STATEMENT
The net quantity statement tells you how 
much product is in the container. There 
are many FDA regulations dictating 
the format, size and placement of the 
net quantity statement. None of these 
do any good if the consumer does not 
check the quantity statements, especially 
when comparing the cost of products. For 
example, a 14-ounce can of food may look 
identical to the one-pound can of food 
right next to it. Also, dry products may 
differ greatly in density, especially some 
of the "lite" products. Thus, a bag that 
may typically hold 40 pounds of food 
may only hold 35 pounds of a food that 
is "puffed up." A cost-per-ounce or per-
pound comparison between products is 
always prudent.

MANUFACTURER'S NAME 
AND ADDRESS
The "manufactured by..." statement 
identifies the party responsible for the 
quality and safety of the product and its 
location. If the label says "manufactured 
for..." or "distributed by...," the food was 
manufactured by an outside manufacturer, 
but the name on the label still designates 
the responsible party. Not all labels include 
a street address along with the city, state, 
and zip code, but by law, it should be listed 
in either a city directory or a telephone 
directory. Many manufacturers also 
voluntarily include a toll-free number 
on the label for consumer inquiries. If 
a consumer has a question or complaint 
about the product, he or she should not 
hesitate to use this information to contact 
the responsible party.

INGREDIENT LIST
All ingredients are required to be listed 
in order of predominance by weight. The 
weights of ingredients are determined 
as they are added in the formulation, 
including their inherent water content. 
This latter fact is important when 
evaluating relative quantity claims, 
especially when ingredients of different 
moisture contents are compared.

For example, one pet food may list "meat" 
as its first ingredient, and "corn" as the 
second ingredient. The manufacturer 
doesn't hesitate to point out that its 
competitor lists "corn" first ("meat meal" 
is second), suggesting the competitor's 
product has less animal-source protein 
than its own. However, meat is very high 
in moisture (approximately 75% water). 
On the other hand, water and fat are 
removed from meat meal, so it is only 10% 
moisture (what's left is mostly protein 
and minerals). If we could compare 
both products on a dry matter basis 
(mathematically "remove" the water from 
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both ingredients), one could see that the 
second product had more animal-source 
protein from meat meal than the first 
product had from meat, even though the 
ingredient list suggests otherwise.

That is not to say that the second product 
has more "meat" than the first, or in fact, 
any meat at all. Meat meal is not meat per 
se, since most of the fat and water have 
been removed by rendering. Ingredients 
must be listed by their "common or usual" 
name. Most ingredients on pet food 
labels have a corresponding definition 
in the AAFCO Official Publication. For 
example, "meat" is defined as the "clean 
flesh of slaughtered mammals and is 
limited to...the striate muscle...with or 
without the accompanying and overlying 
fat and the portions of the skin, sinew, 
nerve and blood vessels which normally 
accompany the flesh." On the other hand, 
"meat meal" is "the rendered product from 
mammal tissues, exclusive of any added 
blood, hair, horn, hide trimmings, manure, 
stomach and rumen contents." Thus, in 
addition to the processing, it could also 
contain parts of animals one would not 
think of as "meat." Meat meal may not 
be very pleasing to think about eating 
yourself, even though it can contain more 
minerals than meat. However, animals do 
not share in people's aesthetic concerns 
about the source and composition of their 
food. Regardless, the distinction must be 
made in the ingredient list (and in the 
product name). For this reason, a product 
containing "lamb meal" cannot be named 
a "Lamb Dinner."

Further down the ingredient list, the 
"common or usual" names become less 
common or usual to most consumers. The 
majority of ingredients with chemical-
sounding names are, in fact, vitamins, 
minerals, or other nutrients. Other 
possible ingredients may include artificial 
colors, stabilizers, and preservatives. All 
should be either "Generally Recognized As 
Safe (GRAS)" or approved food additives 
for their intended uses.

If scientific data are presented that show a 
health risk to animals of an ingredient or 
additive, the FDA’s Center for Veterinary 
Medicine (CVM) can act to prohibit or 
modify its use in pet food. For example, 
propylene glycol was used as a humectant 
in soft-moist pet foods, which helps retain 
water and gives these products their 
unique texture and taste. It was affirmed 
Generally Recognized As Safe (GRAS) 
for use in human and animal food before 
the advent of soft-moist foods. It was 
known for some time that propylene 
glycol caused Heinz Body formation in 
the red blood cells of cats (small clumps 
of proteins seen in the cells when viewed 
under the microscope), but it could not 
be shown to cause overt anemia or other 
clinical effects. However, reports in the 
veterinary literature of scientifically sound 
studies have shown that propylene glycol 
reduces the red blood cell survival time, 
renders red blood cells more susceptible to 
oxidative damage, and has other adverse 
effects in cats consuming the substance at 
levels found in soft-moist food. In light 
of these new data, CVM amended the 
regulations to expressly prohibit the use 
of propylene glycol in cat foods.

Another pet food additive of some 
controversy is ethoxyquin, which was 
approved as a food additive over forty-
five years ago for use as an antioxidant 
chemical preservative to help prevent 
the destruction of some vitamins and 
related compounds in animal foods and 
to help prevent peroxide from forming 
in canned pet foods. In the 1990s, CVM 
began receiving reports from dog owners 
attributing the presence of ethoxyquin 
in the dog food with a myriad of adverse 
effects, such as allergic reactions, skin 
problems, major organ failure, behavior 
problems, and cancer. However, there 
was a paucity of available scientific 
data to support these contentions, or 
to show other adverse effects in dogs 
at levels approved for use in dog foods. 
Subsequent studies by the manufacturer 
of ethoxyquin showed a dose-dependent 

accumulation of a hemoglobin-related 
pigment in the liver, as well as increases 
in the levels of liver-related enzymes in 
the blood. Although these changes are 
due to ethoxyquin in the diet, the pigment 
is not made from ethoxyquin itself, and 
the health significance of these findings is 
unknown. Nevertheless, CVM has asked 
the pet food industry to voluntarily lower 
the maximum level of use of ethoxyquin 
in dog foods from 150 ppm (0.015%) 
to 75 ppm. Regardless, most pet foods 
that contained ethoxyquin never exceeded 
the lower amount, even before this 
recommended change.

GUARANTEED ANALYSIS
At minimum, many state regulations 
require a pet food to guarantee the 
minimum percentages of crude protein 
and crude fat, and the maximum 
percentages of crude fiber and moisture. 
The "crude" term refers to the specific 
method of testing the product, not to the 
quality of the nutrient itself.

Some manufacturers include guarantees 
for other nutrients as well. The maximum 
percentage of ash (the mineral component) 
is often guaranteed, especially on cat foods. 
Cat foods commonly bear guarantees for 
taurine and magnesium as well. For dog 
foods, minimum percentage levels of 
calcium, phosphorus, sodium, and linoleic 
acid are found on some products.

Guarantees are declared on an "as fed" or 
"as is" basis, that is, the amounts present 
in the product as it is found in the can 
or bag. This doesn't matter much when 
the guarantees of two products of similar 
moisture content are compared (for 
example, a dry dog food versus another 
dry dog food). However, when comparing 
the guaranteed analyses between dry and 
canned products, one will note that the 
levels of crude protein and most other 
nutrients are much lower for the canned 
product. This can be explained by 
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FROM THE POUCH

Continued on page 5

Q: Hello,

My name is Heather 
and I am a wildlife 

rehabilitator in Central Texas. I 
remember reading (somewhere) 
that it is important to use filtered 
or bottled water when feeding 
neonatal opossums because the 
bacteria in tap water could kill 
the babies. Is this true? I have 
noticed a significant increase in 
the number of survival babies after 
switching and have passed on the 
information to other rehabbers. 
Unfortunately, a coworker of 
mine has gotten into trouble for 
using filtered water, instead of 
just tap, from our supervisor. 
(Why it matters so much that we 
use tap is beyond me.) I just was 
hoping to get some proof that it 
is a thing that we are supposed 
to do.

I really appreciate any information 
you could provide!

Heather 

A: Heather,

I have been concerned 
about this issue for some 

time, but I can't find any hard 
evidence to back it up.

From watching the news over the 
decades, we have all seen what 
problems contaminated tap water 
can cause for humans (Flint, 
Michigan just one example). Many 
states allow fracking, which has the 
potential of contaminating ground 
well water, with little oversight or 
testing to determine the potential 
effect on our drinking water. You 
can get your water tested for the 
most common bacteria by your 
city or county but for any other 
foreign or exotic substance, like a 
specific toxic waste, you'd have to 

go to a university and ask them 
to test for the specific toxin(s) you 
suspect.

That being said, now also being 
talked about is the BPAs in plastic 
water bottles leeching into the 
solutions they contain. You can 
read articles on the Internet about 
the concern for human babies 
fed from plastic baby bottles 
getting BPAs that will never leave 
their system. BPA concern was 
mentioned in a lecture at the 
2019 NWRA wildlife symposium.

Probably the safest water is water 
you boil yourself at home, then 
cool for formula. But that takes 
more time, and you still would 
need to think about the plastic 
you store it in after mixing, PLUS 
the temperature and sunlight its 
exposed to.

Water aside, you need to worry 
about opossum formula powder 
manufacturers tweaking the 
ingredients, not only from year to 
year, but possibly from batch to 
batch.

I'll refer you to a website of people 
that have done TONS of testing 
on formula product. Have some 
aspirin on hand, because it's sure 
to give you a headache and even 
more cause for concern:

https://www.ewildagain.org/wildlife-
formula-and-feeding

Sorry I couldn't be better help. 
We are definitely at the mercy of 
several ominous concerns when 
trying to feed opossums correctly.

Leslie Bale

Q: Hello Leslie:

We have 4 backyard 
opossums (wild opossums) 

that we have been feeding for the 
past 18 months since they were 
joeys. We feed them so they do 
not have to cross roads and get 
killed crossing the road searching 
for food. They get a very carefully 
curated diet consisting of raw 
smelts, or sardines, or salmon; 
yoghurt, whole almonds, pumpkin 
seeds, the occasional whole mouse, 
and about 15% fruit, principally 
grapes. They also have ‘100% 
nutritionally complete’ dry cat 
food available, although they don’t 
usually eat the cat food. They 
always have fresh water available.

This summer, all 3 of the females 
became pregnant at one time 
or another, as evidenced by a 
distended marsupium and little 
feet and tails poking out, but in all 
three cases, the opossum arrived 
one night without a distended 
marsupium, has not become 
pregnant since, and we have seen 
no evidence of babies at all. It 
appears that for some unknown 
reason, the mother opossum has 
somehow ‘lost’ the entire contents 
of her marsupium before any of 
the joeys became big enough to 
ride on her back.

Do you have any idea what could 
be causing this? All the opossums 
appear to be healthy, well-
groomed, fully mobile, and they 
continue to come and eat at our 
backyard feeding station each 
night. We are not aware of any 
predators such as foxes or coyotes 
in the neighborhood. There are no 
stray cats in the neighborhood, 
and only the occasional raccoon. 

Thank you,

Michael 

Toronto, Canada

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org
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FROM THE POUCH continued from page 4

A: Michael,

What kind of timetable 
are we talking about 

from when you noticed the little 
feet and tails sticking out to the 
mother arriving with no babies?

Those babies can cram themselves 
in the pouch until they are pretty 
big. They don't always ride around 
on her back at a certain age, some 
may be in the pouch, all may ride 
in the pouch, some or all on the 
back and that can change during 
the night as she's traveling around 
with them. Mom lets them go at 5 
1/2", not counting the tail. Around 
two weeks before letting them go, 
she will leave them secured and 
go foraging around by herself. 
Then comes the day she doesn't 
come back. Eventually the babies 
get the hint and start following 
the mother's scent trail around to 
forage. They will all hang around 

together for a few weeks, then 
gradually disperse themselves.

I could better piece together what 
may be going on with a rough 
timetable.

Leslie

Editors note: Several emails 
transpired between myself and 
Michael on this subject. He also 
contacted local Animal Control 
and other wildlife rehabilitators 
in the area. No one has a clue why 
the young, but not ready to go 
out on their own babies would 
disappear from three lactating 
mothers at the same time.

Q: Subject: Baby 
Opossums

I live in Long Beach 
CA, and I’m having a problem 
with baby opossums. They’re 4 

or 5 inches long, and they keep 
getting into the house. I have a gap 
below my front screen door. I’m 
blocking it now, but three got in. 
I’ve found two and put them back 
out, but the third one is in my 
junk room and I can’t catch him. 
I find droppings every morning 
and the cat’s water is always 
dirty. They make a mess eating 
the cat food. The cats just ignore 
them completely. How can I get 
him out of the house? I really need 
help and that room is starting to 
smell bad. I love the opposums. I 
feed them outside, but not in the 
house.

Thank you,

Irene 

A: Irene,

Return to the FAQ section 
of our website and look 

under how to remove opossums 
from your home. The tall 
wastebasket “trap” sounds like 
it will work in your situation. 
https://opossumsocietyus.org/faq-
opossum/#There%20is%20an%20
opossum%20in%20my%20house%20
or%20garage

If your cats keep "springing" your 
trash can trap, try putting 2-3 
room-temperature grapes in the 
bottom of the trashcan for bait 
instead of the cat kibble. Puncture 
each grape slightly with an ice pick 
or the edge of your fingernail to 
bring out the aroma. The opossum 
will love the grapes, your cats will 
not be interested, unless they are 
really weird cats.

Leslie

P.S. - The opossum will spit out 
the grape skins after chewing up 
the grape.

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org
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OPOSSUMS IN THE NEWS

GIVE OPOSSUMS A CHANCE: REDUCING URBAN MORTALITY
Submitted by Toronto, Ontario, Canada member Michael Moore. Written by his wife, Theresa, 
who submitted her article on opossums and was published by the Toronto Field Natualist

https://opossumsocietyus.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2022-02-1-Reducing-Opossum-
Mortality.pdf

TURNS OUT, OPOSSUMS DON’T REALLY LIKE EATING TICKS
Turns out ticks are not the preferred meal for opossums. Read more at:

https://www.yahoo.com/news/turns-opossums-dont-really-eating-000800876.html

FLORIDA SCHOOL INTRUDER IDENTIFIED AS 
OPOSSUM IN GIRLS’ BATHROOM
ht tp s : / /www.mag i c1053 . com/news / t rend ing / f lo r ida -
s choo l - in t ruder - ident i f i ed -opos sum-g i r l s -ba throom/
GFFXAP4NERF7LC5LJJ345LWBSI/

Here is a fun way to help 
opossums. Combine your 
two favorite hobbies - 
shopping and opossums! 
Visit our online gift catalog. 
Follow the links to some great 
shopping sites such as smile.
amazon.com and iGive.com. 
Buy books, videos, music, 

toys, gifts and lots more! Every purchase you make helps the opossums. OSUS receives a portion of every 
purchase. So Spend! Spend! Spend! After all, it is for a good cause! Tell your friends! Remember, you must 
access smile.amazon.com and iGive.com from the LINKS on the OSUS webpage in order for us to get credit 
for your purchase. Do not go directly to Amazon or iGive.

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org
https://www.magic1053.com/news/trending/florida-school-intruder-identified-opossum-girls-bathroom/GFFXAP4NERF7LC5LJJ345LWBSI/
https://www.magic1053.com/news/trending/florida-school-intruder-identified-opossum-girls-bathroom/GFFXAP4NERF7LC5LJJ345LWBSI/
https://www.magic1053.com/news/trending/florida-school-intruder-identified-opossum-girls-bathroom/GFFXAP4NERF7LC5LJJ345LWBSI/
https://opossumsocietyus.org/
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THE OPOSSUM SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES THE OPOSSUM SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES 
WISHES TO THANK OUR CONTRIBUTORSWISHES TO THANK OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Without our contributors and those members whose work generates donations to OSUS, we would 
not be able to care for as many orphans, save as many injured or reach so many people with our 

information on opossums. Good job, and thank you all! Your generosity really makes a difference.

Chad Knowles

Cynthia Gailey

Ali Ozgun

Barbara Trevino

Brandie Merucci

Joshua Gatling

Alexandra Gonzalez

Susan Lakics

Leland Stewart

Philip Evans

Hannah Williams

Chad Knowles

Cynthia Gailey

Drake Crawfod

Faith Laliberte

Debarati Bhattacharya

Callie Cranfill

Ali Ozgun

Lucas Osborne

Barbara Trevino

Chad Knowles

Cynthia Gailey

 Courtney McCall 
In honor of our July Limitless Winner!  

Marisa John

Ali Ozgun

Chad Knowles

Kathy Duncan

Cynthia Gailey

Venus Devnani
I ran over and killed a possum. Sadly 

though I went to help him he was 
already gone. Please accept a humble 
donation in his honor. I’m so sorry, 

possum.

OSUS MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM
_____ Please find enclosed my tax-deductible donation.

_____ I want to become a member of O.S.U.S.  

             ($30/year U.S., $40/year international)

_____ Please renew my membership of OSUS ($30/year) 

(Check one of the above)

Name: _____________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

Telephone: _________________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________

Membership is $30.00 annually. 

Please mail check to:
OSUS

P.O. Box 850695
Yukon, OK 73085

Or register via PayPal online at our website:  
https://www.OpossumSocietyUS.org  

 
Note: The OSUS membership/email list is never 

given out to any other organization. It is used for 
official OSUS business only. Your membership 
renewal month due is the month you joined.

Thank 

You!

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org
https://www.OpossumSocietyUS.org


8 OSUS 
www.opossumsocietyus.org | Summer 2022

PET FOOD LABELS, continued from page 3

looking at the relative moisture contents. 
Canned foods typically contain 75-78% 
moisture, whereas dry foods contain only 
10-12% moisture. To make meaningful 
comparisons of nutrient levels between 
a canned and dry product, they should 
be expressed on the same moisture basis.

The most accurate means of doing this is to 
convert the guarantees for both products 
to a moisture-free or dry matter basis. The 
percentage of dry matter of the product is 
equal to 100% minus the percentage of 
moisture guaranteed on the label. A dry 
food is approximately 88-90% dry matter, 
while a canned food is only about 22-25% 
dry matter. To convert a nutrient guarantee 
to a dry matter basis, the percent guarantee 
should be divided by the percentage of the 
dry matter, then multiplied by 100. For 
example, a canned food guarantees 8% 
crude protein and 75% moisture (or 25% 
dry matter), while a dry food contains 27% 
crude protein and 10% moisture (or 90% 
dry matter). Which has more protein, the 
dry or canned? Calculating the dry matter 
protein of both, the canned contains 32% 
crude protein on a dry matter basis (8/25 
X 100 = 32), while the dry has only 30% 
on a dry matter basis (27/90 X 100 = 
30). Thus, although it looks like the dry 
has a lot more protein, when the water 
is counted out, the canned actually has a 
little more. An easier way is to remember 
that the amount of dry matter in the dry 
food is about four times the amount in a 
canned product. To compare guarantees 
between a dry and canned food, multiply 
the guarantees for the canned food times 
four first.

It is especially important to look at the 
moisture guarantee for canned foods, 
even when comparing a canned food 
with another canned. Under AAFCO 
regulations, the maximum percentage 
moisture content for a pet food is 78%, 
except for products labeled as a "stew," "in 
sauce," "in gravy," or similar terms. The 
extra water gives the product the qualities 
needed to have the appropriate texture and 

fluidity. Some of these exempted products 
have been found to contain as much as 
87.5% moisture. This doesn't sound like 
much difference until the dry matter 
contents are compared. For example, 
a product with a guarantee of 87.5% 
moisture contains 12.5% dry matter, only 
half as much as a product with a 75% 
moisture guarantee (25% dry matter).

NUTRITIONAL ADEQUACY 
STATEMENT
Any claim that a product is "complete," 
"balanced," "100% nutritious," or claims 
of a similarly nature that suggests a product 
is suitable for sole nourishment when it is 
not, in fact, nutritionally adequate for such 
purpose is a potentially unsafe product. 
For this reason, an AAFCO nutritional 
adequacy statement is one of the most 
important aspects of a dog or cat food 
label. A "complete and balanced" pet 
food must be substantiated for nutritional 
adequacy by one of two means.

The first method is for the pet food to 
contain ingredients formulated to provide 
levels of nutrients that meet an established 
profile. Presently, the AAFCO Dog or Cat 
Food Nutrient Profiles are used. Products 
substantiated by this method should 
include the words, "(Name of product) 
is formulated to meet the nutritional 
levels established by the AAFCO (Dog/
Cat) Food Nutrient Profiles." This means 
the product contains the proper amount 
of all recognized essential nutrients needed 
to meet the needs of the healthy animal.

The alternative means of substantiating 
nutritional adequacy is for the product to 
be tested using the appropriate AAFCO 
Feeding Trial Protocol(s). This means 
that the product, or "lead" member of 
a "family" of products, has been fed to 
dogs or cats under strict guidelines and 
found to provide proper nutrition. These 
products should bear the nutritional 
adequacy statement "Animal feeding tests 
using AAFCO procedures substantiate 

that (name of product) provides complete 
and balanced nutrition."

Regardless of the method used, the 
nutritional adequacy statement will also 
state for which life stage(s) the product is 
suitable, such as "for maintenance," or "for 
growth." A product intended "for all life 
stages" meets the more stringent nutritional 
needs for growth and reproduction. A 
maintenance ration will meet the needs 
of an adult, non-reproducing dog or 
cat of normal activity, but may not be 
sufficient for a growing, reproducing, 
or hard-working animal. On the other 
hand, an all life stages ration can be fed for 
maintenance. Although the higher levels 
of nutrients would not be harmful to the 
healthy adult animal, they are not really 
necessary. Occasionally a product may be 
labeled for a more specific use or life stage, 
such as "senior" or for a specific size or 
breed. However, there is little information 
as to the true dietary needs of these more 
specific uses, and no rules governing these 
types of statements have been established. 
Thus, a "senior" diet must meet the 
requirements for adult maintenance, but 
no more. A product that does not meet 
either of the methods for substantiation 
of nutritional adequacy must state that 
"this product is intended for intermittent 
or supplemental feeding only," unless the 
product is conspicuously identified as a 
“snack,” “treat.” or “supplement.”

FEEDING DIRECTIONS
Feeding directions instruct the consumer 
on how much product should be offered 
to the animal. At minimum, they should 
include verbiage such as "feed ___ 
cups per ___ pounds of body weight 
daily." On some small cans, this may 
be all the information that can fit. The 
feeding directions should be taken as 
rough guidelines, a place to start. Breed, 
temperament, environment, and many 
other factors can influence food intake. 
Manufacturers attempt to cover almost all 
contingencies by setting the directions for 

Continued on page 9
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PET FOOD LABELS, continued from page 8
the most demanding. The best suggestion 
is to offer the prescribed amount at first, 
and then to increase or cut back as needed 
to maintain body weight in adults or to 
achieve proper rate of gain in puppies 
and kittens. A nursing mother should be 
offered all the food she wants to eat.

CALORIE STATEMENT
Pet foods can vary greatly in calorie 
content, even among foods of the same 
moisture type and formulated for the 
same life stage. Feeding directions vary 
among manufacturers, too, so the number 
of calories delivered in a daily meal of 
one food may be quite different from 
another. The number of calories in a 
product roughly relates to the amount of 
fat, although varying levels of non-calorie-
containing components, such as water 
and fiber, can throw this correlation off. 
The best way for consumers to compare 
products and determine how much to be 
fed is to know the calorie content. AAFCO 
regulations have been developed to require 
manufacturers to substantiate calorie 
content and include a calorie statement 
on all pet food products.

The calorie statement must be expressed 
on a "kilocalories per kilogram" basis. 
Kilocalories are the same as the "Calories" 
consumers are used to seeing on food 
labels. A "kilogram" is a unit of metric 
measurement equal to 2.2 pounds. 
Manufacturers are also required to express 
the calories in familiar household units 
(for example, "per cup" or "per can") along 
with the required kilocalories per kilogram 
statement. As with the guaranteed analysis, 
the calorie statement is made on an "as 
fed" basis, so corrections for moisture 
content must be made as described above. 
To roughly compare the caloric content 
values between a canned and a dry food, 
multiply the value for the canned food 
by four.

OTHER LABEL CLAIMS
Many pet foods are labeled as "premium," 

and some now are "super premium" and 
even "ultra premium." Other products 
are touted as "gourmet" items. Products 
labeled as premium or gourmet are not 
required to contain any different or higher 
quality ingredients, nor are they held up 
to any higher nutritional standards than 
are any other complete and balanced 
products.

The term "natural" is often used on pet food 
labels. AAFCO has developed a feed term 
definition for what types of ingredients can 
be considered “natural” and “Guidelines 
for Natural Claims” for pet foods.  For 
the most part, "natural" can be construed 
as equivalent to a lack of artificial flavors, 
colors, or artificial preservatives in the 
product. As mentioned above, artificial 
flavors are rarely employed anyway. Color 
additives are not really necessary, except 
to please the pet owner's eye. If used, they 
must be from approved sources. Especially 
for high-fat dry products, some form of 
preservative must be used to prevent 
rancidity. Natural-source preservatives, 
such as mixed tocopherols (a source of 
vitamin E), can be used in place of artificial 
preservatives. However, they may not be 
as effective.

"Natural" is not the same as "organic." The 
latter term refers to the conditions under 
which the plants were grown or animals 
were raised. There are no official rules 
governing the labeling of organic foods 
for pets at this time, but the United States 
Department of Agriculture is developing 
regulations dictating what types of 
synthetic additives, such as vitamins and 
purified amino acids, may be used in pet 
foods labeled as organic.

SUMMARY
Pet owners and veterinary professionals 
have a right to know what they are feeding 
their animals. The pet food label contains 
a wealth of information, if one knows 
how to read it. Do not be swayed by the 
many marketing gimmicks or eye-catching 
claims. If there is a question about the 

product, contact the manufacturer or ask 
an appropriate regulatory agency.

AAFCO Headquarters Office
1800 S. Oak Street, Suite 100, 
Champaign, IL 61820-6974
Phone:217-356-4221 
Fax: 217-398-4119
Email: aafco@aafco.org
 
FDA  Contact Number
1-888-INFO-FDA (1-888-463-6332)
FDA Center for Veterinary Medicine 
(CVM)
Call: 240-402-7002 or 1-888-INFO-FDA
(1-888-463-6332)
Write to:
AskCVM@fda.hhs.gov or
Center for Veterinary Medicine
Food and Drug Administration
HFV-1
7500 Standish Place
Rockville, MD 20855

Pet Food Recall website:

https://www.petful.com/recall-lists/dog-
food-recalls

Editor’s Note:  Many times we get questions 
via our website on what is the best food to 
feed opossums in our care.  Our diet sheet 
instructs to feed weaned opossums a 90% 
nutritionally balanced dog or cat food 
and supplement with 10% of a variety 
of fresh fruits, vegetables, meat w/bone, 
eggs, yogurt, etc.  Sometimes people will 
contribute a new or unknown (to us) staple 
of opossum food and ask our opinion of 
it.  As you can see in the above article, it 
can be quite an undertaking to decipher 
what labels can mean (according to the 
laws governing them) and the wording and 
form they are presented on the package 
label.  Please keep this article produced by 
the FDA so you’ll be able to interpret for 
yourself if a particular mainstay of food 
meets an opossum’s requirement of 2:1 
Calcium: Phosphorus ratio.

Leslie Bale
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CCWR SYMPOSIUM 2022 
AND IT WILL BE IN PERSON THIS YEAR!!!

November 5-6, 2022

The 29th Annual California Council for Wildlife 
Rehabilitators will be at the Doubletree by Hilton Santa 
Ana - Orange County Airport. 

Our theme is “Soaring to New Heights”. The past few years 
have not been easy for anybody. Between the climate crisis, 
the pandemic and now threats of HPAI wildlife rehabilitators 
have had to really step up their game to a whole new level. 
Wildlife is even more vulnerable than ever, but there have 
been successes! 

Visit https://ccwr.org/symposium-2022 for more information

UPCOMING SYMPOSIUMS

Symposium registration includes access to general sessions only. 
Registrations begin on November 21, 2022 at noon Central. 

Seminars will take place on Tuesday, Feb 28, 2023. Registration 
for seminars opens on November 21, 2022 at noon Central. You 
do not need to purchase a Symposium ticket to attend a seminar. 
Separate registration and fee are required to attend a Seminar.

Field trips will occur on Tuesday, Feb 28 and Saturday, March 4, 
2023. Registration for field trips opens on November 21, 2022 at 
noon Central. You do not need to purchase a Symposium ticket 
to attend a field trip. Separate registration and fee are required 
to attend the field trips.

The Veterinary Seminar will be held all day on Saturday, March 4, 
2023. Registration for the Veterinary Seminar opens on November 
21, 2022. You do not need to purchase a Symposium ticket to 

attend this seminar. You must be a licensed veterinarian or 
veterinary technician to attend the Veterinary Seminar. Separate 
registration and fee are required to attend the Veterinary Seminar.

Workshops will occur on Thursday, March 2 and Friday, March 
3, 2023. Registration for workshops opens on February 2, 2023 
at noon Central for registered NWRA members and February 
7, 2023 at noon Central to all registered attendees. Separate 
registration and fee are required to attend workshops.

The Symposium will take place at the Chase Center on 
the Riverfront Feb 28-March 4, 2023. NWRA has secured 
roomblocks in two hotels for NWRA attendees. Roomblocks for 
the Westin Hotel and Homewood Suites will open November 
21, 2022 with Symposium registration. The roomblocks end 
Febuary 6, 2023.

Visit https://www.nwrawildlife.org/mpage/Symposium_Home for more information

Feb 28-Mar 4, 2023  Wilimgton, Delaware

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org
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KROGER GROCERY STORES (RALPHS, CALA, BELL, FOOD 
4 LESS) WILL DONATE TO OSUS IN CALIFORNIA

When members in California joined 
OSUS, included in your packet should 
have been a single sheet of paper 
instructing you how to obtain, then link, 
your Kroger/Ralphs Rewards Card to 
their Community Rewards program. For 
those of you who forgot to register your 
card or just recently moved into an area 
where you would be shopping at a Kroger 
brand grocery store, below is a refresher 
course on how to obtain and link your 
card. Help us make the most we can out 
of corporate programs like these that will 
donate to the Opossum Society based on 
your purchases.

The Opossum Society of California (dba 
Opossum Society of the United States) has 
been approved by Krogers/Ralphs grocery 
store for their Kroger/Ralphs Community 
Rewards for charitable organizations 
incorporated under 501(c)3.

First, if you don’t have a Kroger/Ralphs 
Community Rewards card, go to the 
customer service desk at a Kroger/Ralphs 
store and fill out the form. They will give 
you a card.

Once you have your Rewards card, you 
must create an online account 
with your Kroger/Ralphs 
Rewards Card at https://www.
ralphs.com/ and, scroll to the 
bottom of the page and click 
on Community, then click on 
Kroeger Community Rewards. 

Create an online account with your 
Kroger/Ralphs Reward card by entering 
your email and choosing a password. Scroll 
down to “Link Your Shopper’s Card.” The 
Opossum Society of California 
NPO number is FK048. Enter 
the name of the organization or 
NPO number from the list and 
click “SAVE.”

Once you register the Opossum 
Society of California as your 
designated charity, Ralphs will 
donate back to OSUS 4% of 
your purchases (up to $500.00 
monthly). OSUS would receive 5% 
if your purchases are over $500.00 
(monthly).  Purchases of alcohol, 
tobacco, pharmacy, postage stamps, gift 
card/gift certificates, lottery/promotional 
tickets, fluid milk and milk products, fuel 
CRV and Sales Tax are excluded from 
eligible purchases.

You can help by asking your California 
friends, family and neighbors if they would 
be willing to register their Club Card 
with the Opossum Society of California. 
Encourage your friends and family to sign 
up for a card if they don’t have one and 

shop at Ralphs to 
help the opossums.

For those of 
you in northern 
California, you 
may register your 

CALA Foods or Bell markets Club Card 
number in addition to all the other 
information requested above.

If you have already registered your Kroger/
Ralphs Club card with another charity, 
you can change charities to the Opossum 
Society of California. You are allowed to 
change charities whenever you wish from 
the Ralphs.com website.

If you have trouble renewing online at 
www.ralphs.com or call 1-800-443-4438 
for help.

https://www.ralphs.com/i/community/community-contribution-program

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org


Opossum Society of the United States 
P.O. Box 850695 
Yukon, OK 73085

Join OSUS and receive ...

• Quarterly Issues of ‘Possum Prints.
• Updated diet/development/medical sheets.
• Orphan/Injured care information.
• A warm, fuzzy feeling!

Phone Calls and Emails: 
It is up to the individual 
Board Members whether 
they return telephone 
calls and emails.

Queries to the OSUS 
website are answered 
as soon as time and 
resources permit.

Members in good 
standing (current) can log 
onto the OSUS website, 
scroll all the way to the 
bottom of the page, 
click on Site Map on the 
bottom right and enter 
the portion of their email 
before the “@” symbol as a 
username (unless you’ve 
changed it) and assigned 
password (you can change 
your password, if you’ve 
forgotten it) to log onto 
the Members Only section 
of the website where 
archived newsletters and 
other information and 
videos are accessible.

OSUS Board of Directors
August 2021-2023

Leslie Bale • (405) 265-7090 • President/Liaison, Official Agencies • VOpossum@aol.com
Tammy Williams • (909) 790-5182 • Vice President • hrs2grdn@gmail.com 

Leslie Brogan • (818) 255-0925 • Secretary
Crystal Norris • Email: crystaln@sonic.net • Treasurer 

Melinda Smith • Email: Opawsum@aol.com • At Large

Please take the time to email us any email change, 
including your name for cross-reference so you do 
not miss out on any issues of ‘Possum Prints’

Upcoming 2022 Events 
Oct 1-2  IWRC Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation .................................................................................................................. Oconomowoc, WI

Oct 8-9  IWRC Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation .......................................................................................................................Caroni, Trinidad

Oct 15-16  IWRC Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation ...................................................................................................................... Los Alamos, NM

Oct 22-23  IWRC Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation .....................................................................................................................Eaton Rapids, MI

Above are introductory two-day courses for the beginner wildlife or novice rehabilitator seeking formal education with a 
half-day hands-on lab! We challenge you to do your homework and readings before you get to your class. This will facilitate a 
richer learning experience in the classroom. Go to https://theiwrc.org/product/basic-wildlife-rehabilitation-course/ for more 
information and to register for the courses. Online courses are also available. Visit https://theiwrc.org/courses/ for options.

Nov 5-6  CCWR Annual Symposium ........................................................................................................................................Santa Ana, CA

Visit https://ccwr.org/symposium-2022 for information and registration

mailto:VOpossum@aol.com
mailto:hrs2grdn@gmail.com
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mailto:Opawsum@aol.com

	Bookmark 1
	Bookmark 2
	Bookmark 3

	Concerns of Using Tap Water for Formulas (From the Pouch)  Page 4 
	Concerns of Using Tap Water for Formulas (From the Pouch)  Page 4

