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ABSTRACT 
Internal parasite infections are common in the Virginia opossum 
(Didelphis virginiana) The stomach worm (Turgida turgida) from 
the family Physalopteroidea, can cause severe debilitation if not 
treated. This paper reviews life cycle, clinical signs, diagnosis, 
and presents new treatment protocol for eliminating this 
pathogenic worm. 
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INTRODUCTION
Opossum and human interactions have become increasingly 
common. Injured, lost, and abandoned infants rescued by 
well-meaning care givers are often brought to veterinary 
hospitals for medical evaluation and husbandry questions. 
The examiner should expect every rescued opossum to 
harbor internal parasites. Every opossum must be treated 
for internal parasites to ensure optimal health. Without 
treatment the cumulative effects of parasites will eventually 
contribute to chronic debilitation. Internal parasites are 
present in large numbers, but only the stomach worms  

T. turgida produces noticeable pathology. This paper covers 
treatment of internal parasites and addresses the more difficult 
to manage the ubiquitous opossum stomach worm.

This paper reviews life cycle, clinical signs, diagnosis, and 
treatment of T. turgida.

LIFE CYCLE AND CLINICAL SIGNS
T. turgida is the common parasite found in the stomach of 
opossums. Opossums become infected with larvae by ingesting 
coprophagic insects including, beetles, cockroaches, and crickets. 
They may also become infected by ingesting paratenic hosts 
including mice or frogs. (Fig. 1). 

Opossums develop heavy burdens of stomach worms due to their 
scavenging behavior. Development of larvae to adults is direct.1 

As larvae mature into adult worms, they attach tenaciously to the 
stomach mucosa. Adult worms are approximately 2-6 cm long, 
Adult T. turgida can live up to 360 days in the stomach.2 The injury 
that occurs with the nematode infection is directly correlated 

In This Issue
Opossum Sanctuary (Mail Pouch) ..............................................Page 2
Spaying Educational Female Opossums (Mail Pouch) ........Page 2
Litter Box Training Amnesia (Mail Pouch) ................................Page 3
Opossums in the News ...................................................................Page 6
Upcoming Symposiums ......................................................Pages 10-11

Figure 1

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org


2 OSUS 
www.opossumsocietyus.org | Spring 2022

Note: We print these select Internet questions 
we receive without grammatical corrections. 
Grammatic scrutiny is applied to our responses.

QOpossum behavior

At about 5 am I was 
observing 4 opossums in 

my wide open yard. Apparently 3 
were males and one a female. The 
largest male was showing interest 
in the female and chased the 
other 2 males away. The female 
was rebuffing the male repeatedly 
and finally I saw that she had 
numerous young in her pouch. 
Would she be ovulating or ready to 
ovulate when she still had young 
in her pouch? And wouldn’t the 
male not be attracted if she were 
not ready or are the males just 
always trying to mate? This went 
on for at least half hour at which 
time I left them to it and went 
to bed myself! (This occurred in 
Houston, Tx in March.)

Denise

A Denise,

Virginia opossums, 
didelphis virginiana, are, as 

their Latin name implies, double-
wombed. An opossum, as most 
marsupials, can have both wombs 
impregnated at separate times. 
They also are able to stall or even 
absorb a litter before they are 
born if the environment shows 
signs of being unable to support 
more wildlife at that time. On 
rare occasions a mother opossum 
will have staggered litters, both 
being supported by the mother 

but different in size by a couple 
of months.

Leslie

Q Opossum Rescue/
Sanctuary

I am not an Opossum 
rehabilitator but I admire and 
love Opossums and would like 
to rescue and save as many of 
them as possible. My question is: 
Is there anything deemed to be an 
Opossum sanctuary in the US that 
you know of and if not, is there a 
way to plan and set up an area 
designated for Opossums only? 
I’ve wondered about this for some 
time and I’ve finally decided to 
try and get some answers. I would 
appreciate and response that 
would help me in determining the 
next best step to take. Thank you. 
Edward

A Edward,

I am not aware of any 
opossum sanctuaries in the 

United States.

Best Friends Animal Sanctuary 
has a good article on the basics of 
starting a sanctuary. I suggest you 
read their article to consider your 
first steps:

https://resources.bestfriends.org/article/
how-start-animal-sanctuary

The article glosses over laws 
regarding wildlife. You will need 
to talk to someone at the state 
level of wildlife law enforcement. 
You’ll need to search the Internet 
to find what your state wildlife 
law enforcement call themselves. 
It could be Fish & Game, Game & 
Fisheries, Department of Natural 
Resources, State Conservation, 
Park & Wildlife, Environmental 
Management, etc. They dictate 
the movement, possession and 
retention of wildlife in each state.

You will want to construct 
something that doesn’t create a 
captive buffet for the predators 
of opossums. Other wildlife that 
predate on opossums can’t be able 
to climb, jump, dig or fly into the 
enclosure you create. Opossums 
need several choices for den boxes. 
You will need old fallen logs, 
big overturned clay pots, some 
converted carriers, plus the trees 
opossums love to climb.

It would be an enormous 
undertaking for an animal 
that only lives 1-2 years in the 
wild. You might better serve the 
opossum by creating your own 
booklet to hand out to people of 
how to make everyone’s yard an 
opossum sanctuary. Feel free to 
reprint any of the material from 
our website.

Leslie Bale

Q Spaying an 
educational female 
opossum

I am a wildlife rehabilitator in WI. 
I have a female educational (non-
releasable) opossum. I have read 
that a permanent female opossum 
should be spayed. Do you have any 
more information on this. Pros? 
Cons? Information I can pass on 
to the wildlife vet to help her in 
the procedure. 

Thank you,

Marty

A Hello Marty,

 I have not heard anything 
about needing to spay 

a female education opossum. I 
have care for at least 20 non-
releasable females in my lifetime 
and never had one spayed. I have 
had adult females come into my 
possession that had been spayed 

Continued on page 3
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MAIL POUCH continued from page 2

for whatever reason by the finder. 
I could see no changes in behavior 
between the spayed and non-
spayed. Differences in behavior 
from opossum to opossum, but 
not because of their reproductive 
abilities.

If you must house male and 
female exhibit opossums together, 
I would neuter the male, and as 
soon as you know he’s not going to 
be released. Neutering a male will 
reduce his sexual drive which can 
be directed at the caregiver. That 
still doesn’t mean the opossums 
will get along. It’s always best to 
plan on having separate housing 
if two education opossums are 
retained. Even if they are siblings.

Leslie

Return Response:

Thank you for your quick response. 
The veterinarian written article 
sited medical reasons to spay, 
not necessarily behavior issues. 
The article stated the spaying 
would prevent endometrirtis and 
a cushings-like syndrome. Most 
of my educational opossums have 
been male with back end and hip 
issues. Even though their life spans 
are short I would like to make it 
the best possible life for her. 

Marty 

Return Answer:

We don’t advocate unnecessary 
surgery for problems that might 
occur in the future under specific 
circumstances.

Your veterinarian is probably 
referring to Dr. Anita Henness’ 
1994 article studying eight 
captive female opossums which 
were actually presenting with 
the disease. Half of the test cases 
were extremely obese and infirm 

(both of which contribute greatly 
to UTIs, which can lead to other 
problems). Seven of the eight 
opossums had an ovario-vaginal-
hysterectomy. Three of the seven 
had an incomplete excision of 
the genital tissues due to the 
veterinarian being inexperienced 
with opossum anatomy. Three 
females died within one month of 
the surgery. Read the article in its 
entirety here:

https://www.opossum.org/cushingoid.html

Again, rather than performing 
preventative surgery, we advocate 
appropriate diet and opportunities 
of exercise to prevent diseases and 
premature mobility problems in 
opossums.

Leslie

Q From: Stacie

Opossum question

Hello I have a friend 
who’s had a pet opossum for a 
couple of years since it was rescued 
when its mother was hit. They 
told me they are supposed to have 
a license and don’t so they are 
afrais to contact anyone directly 
but they have some questions. The 
opossum was litter trained at one 
point but now just pees and poops 
everywhere and it has become an 
issue. Can possums that have been 
domesticated for a couple years 
be released into the wild safely? 
If not would you suggest building 
a pen outside that has sufficient 
shelter, warmth and safety? Any 
advice is appreciated. Thank you.

A Stacie,

I had the same thing 
happen with one of my 

opossums that was true to the 
litter box, and then about 1 1/2 

years later, was not, as it roamed 
the house. I solved it for myself 
by discovering the four locations 
it was using; behind the toilets, 
behind the TV and behind the 
couch, and I put adult pee pads 
in those spots. The reason I used 
flat people pee pads were: 1. They 
are cheaper than pet pee pads 2. 
They hold more pee, a human’s 
worth, and I changed them 
every 5-7 days, when they were 
saturated. I would pick up poop 
from the pee pad and dispose of it 
immediately. With the poop gone, 
there really wasn’t a smell (but I 
could have been fooling myself). 
Opossums don’t like to eliminate 
out in the open, they like a wall 
or some kind of structure or 
cover on at least one side. I was 
able to exclude them from going 
behind a lot of my furniture by 
utilizing 4’ poster shipping tubes, 
and wedging them between my 
furniture and the wall.

I would say 18 months in 
captivity is about the limit to 
being successfully able to release 
a pet opossum into the wild. In 
captivity, unless you have an 
amazing gymnasium and exercise 
wheel set up for it- which it was 
using, it tends to lose muscle tone 
and become overweight which 
severely limits its ability to climb 
up and down fences and trees 
and successfully avoid predators. 
It CAN regain muscle strength 
and shed weight, but it would be 
at a SEVERE disadvantage to be 
able to survive long enough in the 
environment to do that.

I think the best solution would 
be an outdoor shelter where the 
den box area is sheltered from 
the weather, having climbing 
opportunities and an exercise 
wheel. You could provide food 

Continued on page 4
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in ant-proof pet bowl and use 
a hanging water bottle, rabbit-
size, to keep the enclosure free 
from ant intrusions. Speaking of 
intrusions, you’ll need a roof on 
the enclosure; raccoons, cats, even 
coyotes will be attracted to the 
pampered possum in the cage 
with food. Add the litterbox back 
into the floor plan. I think not 
having free reign of the house will 
probably cause the opossum to go 
back to paying more attention 
where it eliminates. They are neat 
animals, and prefer their feeding 
station/sleeping station and litter 
box with some separation to that 
end.

Feel free to ask me any questions 
I didn’t cover.

Leslie

Q Who do I contact to get help 
with a possum that lives in 
my neighborhood? 

May 11th, early in the morning 
a possum went by my front door 
with a HUGE plastic tarp attached 
to its tail. I thought it would 
shake it off eventually that it was 
somehow stuck on the curly part 
of the tail- so I wasn’t concerned. 
This morning, however, I noticed 
it came back by my front door 
and it still has a large piece of 
plastic tarp attached somehow to 
its tail. I live in Huntington Beach 
Ca, Orange County.

Darina

A Darina,

Unless you can figure out 
where the opossum is 

sleeping during the day where it 
will be immobile for several hours 
and can be captured. Should be 
easy to spot with a big tarp.

No agency or volunteer is going 
to stake out your house in the 
wee hours of the morning on the 
chance the opossum will come by.

Can’t you go outside when you 
see him/her, grab hold of the 
tarp and see if your grasp of the 
tarp and the force of the opossum 
running away frees the tarp?

When I first started reading your 
email I thought, no problem, the 
opossum was just reinforcing a 
spot it decided to sleep during 
the day. When they go into 
nest-building mode, they will 
sometimes thoroughly fortify the 
spot they will be sleeping with all 
kinds of materials, you can tell 
because their tail is curled in a 
corkscrew and the material they 
are transporting is tucked up 
secure in the tail. But, I’ve never 
seen them transport nesting 
material around while they are 
foraging during the night. They 
would leave the nesting material 
they found at the nest site.

I also can’t see it getting stuck on 
their tail because unless they are 
purposely transporting something 
with their corkscrew-mode/ nest 
building mode tail, the tail will 
go out straight behind them and 
anything could easily slide off. 
Unless some tie downs of the tarp 
are looped on the opossum’s foot, 
then it would take two people who 
knew how to handle an opossum 
to remove it.

If you are sure you’re seeing the 
tarp caught in a corkscrew tail, 
then the opossum is transporting 
it on purpose.

Leslie

MAIL POUCH continued from page 3

Q Dead baby opossums

Hello, I live in Michigan. 
This afternoon I found 6 

dead baby opossums in my yard. 
All within about a 8-10 foot area. 
All were about 4-5 inches long. 
None showed any sign of injury, 
no blood. I could not find an adult 

in the area, I thought maybe the 
mother had been killed and babies 
wandered away. What could be 
the cause? Would a mother just 
leave them? I have never heard 
of anything like this. I appreciate 
your help. 

Thank you, Debra

A Debra,

It's really impossible to 
tell without examining the 

bodies and the scene.

It could have been a canine 
predator who frequently shakes 

FROM THE POUCH

Continued on page 5
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FROM THE POUCH continued from page 4

their victim to death. The shaking 
could have caused fatal trauma to 
the babies and throw them out 
of the pouch. Then the predator 
could have carried the mother off 
to eat.

It could have been poisoning, 
the Mom possum ate poison and 
succumbed and the babies left 
their dead mother to search for 
food, then succumbed later to 
the poisoning. Anti-coagulant 
poisoning signs in babies are when 
there are black stripes on their 
tails and/or black fingernail tips 
where the blood started to pool 
from the internal bleeding.

Leslie

Q I'm associated with a rehab 
group that works with 
small mammals (bunnies, 

squirrels, opossums.) I intentionally 
would like advice from outside. 
The local group is a nice bunch 
of ladies who provide detailed 
lists of what foods to prepare 
for the opossums, and when to 
move them from a small inside 
enclosure to an outside cage solely 
by weight. Then, after they've 
been fed these prepared foods for 
their entire lives, once they reach 
a certain weight, we're advised to 
simply take them to some woods 
and leave them at sundown. I've 
worked with this group for a few 
years, have raised five groups 
of babies - and have increasing 
concerns with every release that 
the animals don't get ANY type 
of preparation for living in the 
wild. I've started seeking release 

locations I can visit easily for 
several days after release so I can 
at least leave food in the areas. 
(Nobody else seems concerned 
about this.)

I currently have a boy and girl 
who hopefully might be ready to 
release soon. They're excruciatingly 
timid, especially the little boy 
who literally shakes at times 
He often won't come down at 
night from his box to eat, so his 
weight has been up and down. 
I've tried luring him down with 
his favorite treats which works on 
occasion - but I really don't feel 
he could survive in the wild.  His 
skittishness is very different from 
the braver wilding behavior I've 
usually seen in them as they grow 
larger Are there instances where 
a little one simply can't make it 
on its own? It's technically illegal 
to "keep" opossums where I live, 
but I don't want to just toss him 
out into a world he won't survive. 
Would very much welcome ANY 
thoughts!!!! 

Thank you!!!

Donna 

A Donna,

I am sending you an article 
I wrote on Preparing 

Opossums for Release. Opossums 
are pretty much hard-wired in 
their brain for the things they 
need to know to survive. Other 
mammals, like raccoons, have 
bigger brains, but that's because 
they need room for the things 

they learn from staying longer 
with their mother.

I know opossums are supposed to 
have greens. I've had opossums 
refuse all greens, then on release 
night, they go to the nearest plant 
and munch on it. They already 
KNOW what is out there for them 
to eat.

Shaking indicates extreme fear, is 
he exhibiting fear of your presence?  
If they’ve been moved outside, you 
should be feeding them at a time 
before they get up so they won’t 
see you. That's good, he needs to 
be afraid of humans, no matter if 
they've cared for him for weeks.

So, he doesn't come down on his 
own to eat, he won't be lured by 
treats, when does he and under 
what circumstances does he eat?  
Skittishness/avoidance will serve 
him just as well as the gaping 
mouth, growling, etc. Can you 
purchase a cheap trail camera and 
put it in line of site of the food 
bowl and den box exit to observe 
his behavior?

Yes, there are instances where 
an opossum is just WAY to 
comfortable around and being 
handled by people which may not 
serve them well in the wild, but 
excellent for different facilities 
who are licensed by their state 
to keep education animals to 
display at their facilities or events. 
However, yours does not sound like 
a candidate, it is not comfortable 
around you, much less anyone else.

Leslie

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org


6 OSUS 
www.opossumsocietyus.org | Spring 2022

OPOSSUMS IN THE NEWS
OPOSSUM CAUSES CHAOS IN NYC BAR —  
UNTIL BRAVE ALASKA WOMAN SAVES DAY 
Read article and watch video here: 
https://nypost.com/2022/06/03/heroic-alaskan-woman-bounces-opossum-from-brooklyn-bar

POSSUM INTERRUPTS 
BASEBALL GAME

Watch video here: 
https://www.krtv.com/news/u-s-and-the-world/possum-interrupts-baseball-game-video

OPOSSUM PORTRAITS

Here is a fun way to help 
opossums. Combine your 
two favorite hobbies - 
shopping and opossums! 
Visit our online gift catalog. 
Follow the links to some great 
shopping sites such as smile.
amazon.com and iGive.com. 
Buy books, videos, music, 

toys, gifts and lots more! Every purchase you make helps the opossums. OSUS receives a portion of every 
purchase. So Spend! Spend! Spend! After all, it is for a good cause! Tell your friends! Remember, you must 
access smile.amazon.com and iGive.com from the LINKS on the OSUS webpage in order for us to get credit 
for your purchase. Do not go directly to Amazon or iGive.

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org
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information on opossums. Good job, and thank you all! Your generosity really makes a difference.
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placed by the landscaper. I’m so sorry baby, you didn’t 

deserved to die.
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_____ Please find enclosed my tax-deductible donation.
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             ($30/year U.S., $40/year international)

_____ Please renew my membership of OSUS ($30/year) 

(Check one of the above)
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OSUS
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given out to any other organization. It is used for 
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OPOSSUM STOMACH WORMS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
with the number of parasites present. 
They damage the stomach mucosa causing 
ulceration, widespread inflammation, and 
severe gastritis (Fig. 2). Early infection 
may not be apparent, but if left untreated 
the heavily infected opossum may become 
anorexic, dehydrated, lethargic, and weak 
with weight loss. Mucosal bleeding with 
partially digested blood is seen clinically 
with black tar colored diarrhea. When 
treated early with parasiticides one can 
prevent exacerbation of clinical signs. 
Patients with moderate clinical signs can 
be administered gastric protectorates e.g., 
Omeprazole, and Carafate to ameliorate 
gastritis. In severe cases, perforation of the 
stomach wall may occur leading peritonitis 
and death.3

DIAGNOSIS
The prepatent period (time of initial larvae 
ingestions to the time of egg production) 
of Physaloptera ranges from 2-5 months.
Definitive diagnosis of stomach worms 
is made by finding eggs in the feces. 
In many instances eggs are difficult to 
find as they are not readily seen in fecal 
flotation or with centrifugation. The eggs 
are small, easily overlooked and are often 
found in association with other parasitic 
eggs (Fig. 3A and 3B). Fecal floatation 
can easily underestimate the prevalence 
of Physaloptera spp. as eggs are not 
consistently found in the feces of infected 
opossums. Eggs are heavy and tend to 
sedimentate. Repeated direct smears may 
be more diagnostic in detecting eggs in 
the feces.4 Barium administration may 

be beneficial in visualizing the stomach 
worms in the opossum, barium outlines 
the worms which appear as black streaks 
on radiograph (Fig. 4). Gastroscopy is 
another means of diagnosing stomach 
worms. It is best to assume all rescued 
opossums have stomach worms.

TREATMENT OPTIONS
Live stomach worms can be removed 
via gastroscopy, but this is tedious 
requiring prolonged anesthesia if 
many worms present. Administering 
parasiticides is preferred. P r o t o c o l 
recommendations for the treatment of 
internal parasites are based on national 
regulations developed by the Companion 
Animal Parasite Council. Fenbendazole, 
Ivermectin and Pyrantel pamoate are 
anthelmintic active ingredients known 
to be effective against intestinal parasite 
infection. Various internal parasiticide 
combinations and protocols have been used 
in dogs and cats.5 In cats, Pyrantelpamoate 

(5 MG/KG PO two doses 2-3 weeks apart, 
20 mg/kg PO once, and ivermectin) .2mg 
/kg SC or PO two doses 2 weeks apart. In 
dogs, fenbendazole 50mg/kg/day PO for 3 
days Pyrantel pamoate 5 mg/kg two doses 
2-3 weeks apart, 15 mf/kg, PO two doses 
2-3 weeks apart or 20mg/kg PO once, 

and ivermectin (0.2 mg/
kg, SC, or PO two doses 
2 weeks apart.6

None of these treatment 
regimens have been 
established for opossum 
but combinations have 
been implemented and 
are effective in treating 
their internal parasites. 
The combination of 
Fenbendazole at a dose 

of 50 mg/kg/day mixed with Ivermectin 
at 0.2mg/kg administered daily for two 
weeks is used and repeated as needed. This 
has proven affective against many internal 
parasites but T. turgida is more resistant 
to treatment. Eggs can still be found in 
the stool and live worms can be seen in 
the stomach on necropsy after multiple 
treatments.7

Although recommended for treatment and 
effective against of other parasites these 
medications have not been approved for 
treatment of Physaloptera. The CAPC 
recommends using Pyrantel pamoate 

Continued on page 9
Figure 3A Figure 3B

Figure 4

Figure 2
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Continued on page 10

OPOSSUM STOMACH WORMS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
specifically for treatment of Physaloptera 
spp. in the dog and cat.8 Adding Pyrantel 
pamoate to the above combination works 
well for eliminating T. turgida.

Dosage ranges of Pyrantel are reported 
from 5-20 mg/kg.9 The CAPC 
recommends 20 mg/kg of Pyrantel be 
given orally every two weeks for at least 
three or more treatments.10 For opossums 
begin at 10mg/kg increasing 5 mg/kg at 
each bi-weekly interval. Realize it will 
probably take more than three bi-weekly 
treatments. Watch for improvement of 
clinical signs, resolution of diarrhea and 
possibly finding dead worms in the stool 
(Fig. 5) 

Effective treatment of Physaloptera is 
difficult due to their numbers, over 200 
worms have been found in an opossum’s 
stomach. Recheck fecals for absence of 
eggs every week for at least 3 weeks to 
validate effectiveness of treatment. If eggs 
are found repeat treatment is required.

ADMINISTRATION
Giving Pyrantel pamoate with food allows 
slower stomach passage, longer absorption, 
and increases the bioavailability increasing 
the effectiveness of the drug. The longer 
the worms are exposed to the drug in 
the stomach, more likely the worms are 
paralyzed, detach from the mucosa, and 
more quickly killed and expelled. M o s t 
opossums find this medication palatable 
and will lick the dose from the spoon or 
syringe. Mixing the prescribed amount 
with a small quantity of food encourages 
consumption. If the opossum will not take 

the medication a metal feeding dose needle 
attached to a syringe ensures the patient 
receives the proper dosage. (See Fig. 5A 
of metal dosing needle)

AVAILABILITY OF PYRANTEL 
PAMOATE
Pyrantel pamoate solution is available 
without a prescription as a generic 
medication used for the treatment of 
human pinworms. Is found under brand 
names such as Antimyth, Reese’s Pinworm 
Medicine, Ascarel, and Pin-X.

Pyrantel for veterinary use is found in 
products like Strongid-T, and Nemex 
which is available as over-the-counter 
oral suspension in 30 ml bottle at 
concentration of 50mg/ml. These can be 
found in pet stores. Do not use pyrantel 
horse wormer, it is much too concentrated.
(Horse wormer comes in a 20 ml dose 
syringe, at a concentration of 3.6g of 
pyrantel in 23.6 grams of paste. ¼ syringe 
or 5ml treats a 300-pound horse).

TOXICITY AND SAFETY
Pyrantel has a moderate margin of safety. 
Doses of 20 times recommended have 
shown no adverse effects. Chronic daily 
dosing of Pyrantel in dogs resulted in 
symptoms when given at 50 mg/kg/day 
but not at 20 mg/kg/day for 3 months. 
Beginning at the low end of the dose 
range is recommended and gradually 
increase with repeat treatment as to avoid 
any possible side effects. Symptoms that 
could possibly be seen include increased 
respiratory rate, ataxia, and other 
cholinergic effects.11 Frequency of dosing 
depends on the life cycle of the parasites 

not the effects on the host. (Fig. 6) Dying 
worms may migrate up the esophagus 
lodge the pharynx affecting respiration 
or may cause blockage in the stomach 
and intestines.12

PUBLIC HEALTH 
CONSIDERATIONS
Physaloptera are species specific and do 
not affect other animals. They are not 
known to be zoonotic, and do not pose 
any public health risks. Eggs contain a 
fully developed first stage larvae that only 
develop when ingested by an intermediate 
host.

CONCLUSIONS
Every rescued opossum has internal 
parasites. The amount and type of 
nematodes found in the Virginia opossum 
depend on the age of the animal, feeding 
behavior and on environmental factors. 
Internal parasites are present in large 
numbers, but only the stomach worms 
T. turgida produces noticeable pathology. 
Nematode infection of the host animal 
contributes to sepsis, compromises 
overall health, delays recovery, and often 
leads to death. Diagnosis and response 
to treatment is monitored through 
frequent fecal examination. A therapeutic 

Figure 5

Figure 5A

Figure 6
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combination of Ivermectin and Fenbendazole is recommended 
to treat gastrointestinal nematodes with the addition of Pyrantel 
pamoate to effectively control stomach worms (T. turgida) in 
Virginia opossums.
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CCWR SYMPOSIUM 2022 
AND IT WILL BE IN PERSON THIS YEAR!!!

November 5-6, 2022

 The 29th Annual California Council for Wildlife 
Rehabilitators will be at the Doubletree by Hilton Santa 

Ana - Orange County Airport. 

Our theme is “Soaring to New Heights”. The past few 
years have not been easy for anybody. Between the climate 

crisis, the pandemic and now threats of HPAI wildlife 
rehabilitators have had to really step up their game to a 
whole new level. Wildlife is even more vulnerable than 

ever, but there have been successes! 

UPCOMING SYMPOSIUMS

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org


OSUS 11
Spring 2022 | www.opossumsocietyus.org

UPCOMING SYMPOSIUMS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

WHEN
The NWRA Symposium will take place Feb 28-March 4, 2023 
in Wilmington, Delaware. Symposium registration includes 
access to general sessions only. Registrations begin on November 
21, 2022 at noon Central. 

SEMINARS
Seminars will take place on Tuesday, Feb 28, 2023. Registration 
for seminars opens on November 21, 2022 at noon Central. You 
do not need to purchase a Symposium ticket to attend a seminar. 
Separate registration and fee are required to attend a Seminar.

FIELD TRIPS
Field trips will occur on Tuesday, Feb 28 and Saturday, March 4, 
2023. Registration for field trips opens on November 21, 2022 at 
noon Central. You do not need to purchase a Symposium ticket 

to attend a field trip. Separate registration and fee are required 
to attend the field trips.

VETERINARY SEMINAR
The Veterinary Seminar will be held all day on Saturday, March 4, 
2023. Registration for the Veterinary Seminar opens on November 
21, 2022. You do not need to purchase a Symposium ticket to 
attend this seminar. You must be a licensed veterinarian or 
veterinary technician to attend the Veterinary Seminar. Separate 
registration and fee are required to attend the Veterinary Seminar.

WORKSHOPS
Workshops will occur on Thursday, March 2 and Friday, 
March 3, 2023. Registration for workshops opens on February 
2, 2023 at noon Central for registered NWRA members and 
February 7, 2023 at noon Central to all registered attendees. 

Separate registration and 
fee are required to attend 
workshops.

WHERE
The Symposium will take 
place at the Chase Center 
on the Riverfront Feb 
28-March 4, 2023. NWRA 
has secured roomblocks 
in two hotels for NWRA 
attendees. Roomblocks 
for the Westin Hotel and 
Homewood Suites will open 
November 21, 2022 with 
Symposium registration. 
The roomblocks end 
Febuary 6, 2023.

Visit https://www.nwrawildlife.org/mpage/Symp_When_Where for more information

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org
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