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REMEMBERING JULIANNA SANDS

Julianna passed peacefully 
on November 9, 2020 at 

0830 in Petaluma, California.

Julianna and her husband, 
Gabriel have been members 
and contributors to OSUS 
since 2016. You may 
have noticed the ‘Possum 
Prints newsletter featuring 
Julianna’s cartoon strips for 
the past couple of years. This 
newsletter will feature three of 
her creations.

I will miss Julianna’s and my 
email relationship and her pictures of opossums. I had just emailed her how I was 
going to frame the opossum Halloween card she illustrated and sent me, “Tick or 
Treat” and hang it in my office, it made me smile every time I gazed at it on the mantle.

Gabriel plans to have her interred in the cemetery down the street from where their 
opossums “Pookie” and “Pepper” are buried in a pet cemetery.
Leslie

Here is a fun way to help opossums. Combine your two favorite hobbies 
- shopping and opossums! Visit our online gift catalog. Follow the links 
to some great shopping sites such as smile.amazon.com and iGive.com. 
Buy books, videos, music, toys, gifts and lots more! Every purchase you 
make helps the opossums. OSUS receives a portion of every purchase. So 
Spend! Spend! Spend! After all, it is for a good cause! Tell your friends! 
Remember, you must access smile.amazon.com and iGive.com from 
the LINKS on the OSUS webpage in order for us to get credit for your 
purchase. Do not go directly to Amazon or iGive.
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Note:  We print these select Internet questions 
we receive without grammatical corrections. 
Grammatic scrutiny is applied to our responses.

Q: Subject: Possum Control
I have read some of the 

information on this site and its 
recommended that possum not be 
trapped and relocated.
I live next to a community garden 
in Washington state. It appears 
community garden attracts 
possums and at night they come 
on condo property and have found 
ways to enter the condo building. 
This is disturbing to the residents 
to hear them crawling around in 
the walls and attic in the middle 
of night.
Currently we are trapping them 
without harm at night and 
relocating them over 1 mile away.
Do you have any further 
suggestions?
Thanks, Neal

A: Hello Neal,
I would get hold of your 

homeowner’s association and 
demand they secure your crawl 
space from invasion of unwanted 
creatures for health and security 
reasons.
I don’t know if this applies to your 
complex, but before I retired from 
working for a Police Department 
we would be taking all kinds of 
burglary reports from condo 
complexes where the units were 
open and accessible to each other 
from the attic area. Burglars 
would get into the attic of one 
unit and freely move about to the 
other 3 units, stealing what they 

wanted. Even if this is not the case, 
you are paying homeowners dues 
for property upkeep. They should 
contract an exclusion service, 
have them come out, remove the 
animals, release elsewhere and 
then secure the breach from re-
entry. It’s not expensive. Opossums 
are the least of your problems, 
since they are transient. Raccoons, 
rats, squirrels, mice and feral cats 
will also have access and may set 
up residence.
Leslie

Q: Subject: snake venom
Message Body:

Someone posted on FB in my 
horticulture club that Opossums 
can withstand up to 80 
rattlesnake or coral snake bites 
and that, thanks to them, there 
is an antidote to the venom. Is 
any (and if so, which) part of that 
true?
Thada

A: Hello Thada,
 Scientists noted over 80 

years ago that opossums didn’t 
succumb to new world venomous 
snake bites. We’re talking about 
the various rattle, coral and 
other venomous snakes that 
exist in the Americas. However, 
opossums would succumb to old 
world venomous snakes of Asia 
and Africa. Lately, scientists have 
isolated a peptide that opossums 
have that seems to render all 
venoms ineffective. I shudder 
to think of an opossum being 
bitten 80 times to prove this. 80 
venomous snakes in one location 

would not happen naturally, so 
someone had to have injected an 
opossum with venom over and 
over again. Just like they injected 
opossums hundreds of times 
with the rabies virus to see at 
what point the otherwise healthy 
opossum would be effected. They 
are able to isolate and reproduce 
this peptide to produce an anti-
venom for Asian and African 
vipers. It’s a big find because 
snake bites are not much of an 
issue in this country, maybe 4-5 
deaths per year, less in Europe, 
but in Asia and Africa there are 
over 100,000 deaths annually to 
snake bites so a general antivenom 
is important.
Leslie

Q: My nature center has recently 
received our USDA permit 

allowing possession of an opossum 
for educational purposes. We are 
likely going to accept a young, 
non-releasable male from a local 
wildlife rehabilitation facility. 
I have a few questions I have 
not been able to find definitive 
answers to...
1. Should we have him 
vaccinated for rabies? (Our vet is 
recommending this)
2. What do you recommend for 
flea control? (His enclosure will 
be outdoors) 
3. Do you recommend that 
male ambassador opossums be 
neutered to help manage their 
behavior? 
Thanks! Heather

A: Hello Heather,
In answer to your questions:

1. There is currently no rabies 
vaccine for opossums. Other 
animals, yes, but not opossums. 
There’s a good reason for that. 
Opossums are highly unlikely to 
contract rabies, their normal body 
temperature (95 degrees) is too 
low to be a suitable host for the 
rabies virus. The opossum would 

Continued on page 3
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MAIL POUCH continued from page 2

have to be running a fever from 
some other ailment to get up to 
the normal temperature of dogs, 
fox, and other animals known to 
carry rabies. Opossums are not a 
rabies vector concern in any of 
the 50 states.
2. For flea control, I recommend 
Advantage II for cats (of his 
weight, adjusting as he grows), 
applied once a month between 
the ears, at the top of the neck, 
after backcombing the hair for a 
clear shot at applying directly to 
the skin. Advantage II lasts for 30 
days.
3. Neutering male opossums will 
reduce their slubbing (rubbing 
and slobbering on YOU and 
inanimate objects), audible 
clicking announcing their interest, 
followed by an amorous chomp 
as they sexually mature and their 
handler starts to look good to 
them.
With male and female opossums, 
we recommend placing them 
on a nutritionally balanced 
Maintenance Diet dog food at 8 
months of age. A captive opossum 
won’t spend hours each night 
foraging, running from predators 
or other threats and tend to put 
on weight early. Overweight males 
are not as obvious, as they store 
fat in their chest area. Female 
opossums store fat in their tail 
and the fat storage behind their 
eyes will cause their eyes to look 
crossed after they’ve gained a 
significant amount of weight and 
the base of their tail will get fat 
and spread further out onto the 
tail.
I’m sure you’ve already noticed 
that males chest hair will turn a 
yellow tinge, that’s where their 
scent glands are.
We also recommend having an 
exercise wheel in their run. We can 
send you plans to build your own 
and tips on setup and cleaning 

(they will eliminate in it) 
the wheel.
Leslie

Q: Subject: Outer hair of 
opossum

I am a wildlife educator/retired 
25 yr raptor rehabber. I head one 
of our state park rehabilitators 
tell children that the light colored 
outer hairs on opossum are to 
mimic porcupine. That seems far 
fetched to me. Any thoughts?

A: Hello Wendy,
No, opossums do not try to 

mimic porcupines. 
Opossum fur is layered; having 
dense “ground hair” or “underfur” 
which is white with grayish tips. 
The top layer consists of longer, 
often coarser, straight shafts of 
hair that stick out through the 
underfur called “guard hairs”. 
Guard hairs are dark gray or 
black and are usually the visible 
layer for most mammals and 
contain most of the pigmentation.  
From a distance opossums appear 
grayish in color. Some individuals 
may have underfur tipped in 
brown, and these animals will 
have a brownish cast rather than 
gray.

An opossum’s guard hairs serve 
the same purpose of any other 
mammal’s guard hairs, to help 
regulate body temperature by 
keeping it cool in the heat and 
warm in the cold, also a minimum 

amount of protection from 
precipitation.
Leslie

Q: Subject: Injured possum
We have an injured possum in 

our yard. He comes to our front 
porch for the cat & dog food 
I put out for him as well as our 
animals. He drags his right hind 
hip/leg to hide. Is there some 
organization that can capture it 
humanely so we can get it some 
help? Please text or email asap? 
I saw him about two weeks ago 
and then again tonight. I try to 
put food and water where he 
can easily reach it yet remain 
safe from other animals. I have a 
pallet with a huge cat tree that he 
hides under. I’ve sent texts to two 
different wildlife rescue places 
near here. 
I await your response. 
Laura

A: Hello Laura,
I don’t know of any wildlife 

rehabilitation centers that set 
out traps for an injured opossum, 
that’s a whole other set of licensing, 
accreditation and fees involved.
The other thing I can think of 
is to have an agreement with 
the nearest small mammal 
rehabilitator to you to take the 
opossum, if you trap it yourself, 
which if you scroll through the 
donation page, you can locate at 
this website:
h t t p s : / / w w w. h u m a n e s o c i e t y. o r g /
resources/how-find-wildlife-rehabilitator

To trap it yourself, you’ll have 
to buy or rent a trap from your 
nearest feed store and find out 
the laws of trapping in your city. 
Sometimes your local animal 
control will rent you a trap and 
collect it when the opossum gets 
caught. Make sure they won’t just 
euthanize it, rather have a vet 
or facility they will take it to. Be 
prepared to release any number 

Continued on page 4
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of other wildlife that might get 
caught in the trap.
Below are some good basic 
guidelines for trapping:
TRAPPING OPOSSUMS
1. Bait the trap with a can of cat 

food; lid removed no jagged 
edges.

2. Place a small bowl of water in 
the trap.

3. Set the cage in a shady area 
or move into the shade after 
animal is trapped.

4. Set the door and cover ¾ of 
the trap (no more- it needs 
both concealment and air 
flow) with a sheet, towel, tarp, 
etc. The cover keeps an area 
darkened and the trapped 
animal feels calmer, safer, 
concealed.  This can avoid 
serious injury to the animal 
such as broken teeth and jaw. 
It is extremely important to 
get the animal out of the trap 
as soon as possible!

5. Never set a trap when you 
are going to be away for more 
than 24 hours. Check the trap 
frequently. Call animal control 
when you have trapped an 
animal or learn how to open 
the trap yourself before you 
set it if you are going to be 
releasing the animal yourself. 
Release in the evening when 
there is less people and 
cars. Release into low, thick 
shrubbery for concealment.

6. Failure to adhere to above 
humane procedures could 
result in being charged with a 
crime.

Q: Subject: opossum pets
I understand that you don’t 

condone keeping an opossum as a 
pet  and that you are supposed 
to take them to a licensed 
rehabilitator. But why is this? 

What’s wrong with having 
one for a pet?
Ryan

A. Hello Ryan,
We don’t condone them as 

pets because it’s illegal in many 
states. 
Also, we don’t condone them as 
pets because humans have proven 
again and again how intolerant 
we are of “pets” that don’t do 
exactly what we expect them to 
do, when we want them to do 
it, where we want them to do it, 
and expect them to tolerate the 
amount of handling WE dictate 
without reluctance, or displaying 
aggravation or the want to be left 
alone.
Opossums are a first generation 
wild animal; their instinct tells 
them we are predators. They are 
nocturnal; they will be active at 
night and want to sleep during 
the day. They are solitary and 
transient in nature; they will 
construct 3-4 nests in your house 
that they will alternate sleeping 
in. They will get behind, into, up, 
under anywhere they can squeeze. 
They love to lick things; you can’t 
leave any clothes, towel, shoes 
within their reach. They love going 
through trash cans for objects 
that smell like food, toiletries, 
alcohol or tobacco products; you 
can’t have any trash can smaller 
than 4’ high. They love to climb 
and are very good at it; they will 
climb up your bed sheet and walk 
on your face during the night.
Or worst of all, you feed an 
inappropriate diet and they 
become crippled from MBD.
Or you can keep them in a cage, 
a prison, for an innocent animal. 
Unless you want to build a huge 
enclosure with an exercise wheel, 
climbing ropes, hammocks, various 
den boxes which would nearly sate 
their wanderlust, but not quite.
After decades in wildlife 
rehabilitation, I can tell you 

hundreds have contacted us 
with an opossum they have had 
captive for about 6-9 months 
and “can’t keep it anymore” or 
“something’s wrong, it can’t walk 
anymore.” It’s heart-breaking for 
us, devastating for the opossum 
that wasn’t allowed to live its life.
Leslie

Q: Mrs Leslie I have a vet that 
sees my babies on the calcium 

carbonate she said to ask if I 
could use Tums, they are calcium 
carbonate USP 1000mg per 
tablet.
Ben

A: Ben,
No, you cannot use Tums 

on opossums. Tums contains all 
kinds of additives besides Calcium 
Carbonate. Reading the label, 
you’ll see it contains corn starch, 
sodium polyphosphate, artificial 
flavorings, mineral oil, sucrose 
and talc.
You need to use a pure Calcium 
Carbonate source.
Leslie

Q: Hello,
Tonight when my girlfriend 

took her dog (a Boxer/Australian 
Shepard mix) out for his nightly 
potty trip they saw a possum 
running away from them and into 
the woods. Her dog chased after it 
to the end of his lead (of course) 
but then stopped and came back 
when it seemed that the possum 
had left. As the dog was returning 
to my girlfriend’s side, she heard a 
loud noise in the underbrush and 
discovered that the possum was 
charging at her dog. Her panic to 
get me discouraged the possum 
and it retreated into the forest 
again while her dog chased after 
it once more. I had to forcibly 
bring her dog back inside because 
he was intent on the possum, and 
I could swear I heard the possum 
crashing through the underbrush 

MAIL POUCH continued from page 3

Continued on page 5
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towards us again. Everything I’ve 
read on the internet suggests that 
this is not typical behavior for a 
possum, have you ever heard of 
anything like it?
Sincerely,
Jonathan

A: Hello Jonathan,
You are right, that is not 

typical behavior of an opossum.
Based on your description of 
events and sounds, I would bet 
the opossum ran away from your 
girlfriend’s dog and sought refuge 
in the bushes where another 
animal, perhaps even another 
opossum, was hiding. What you 
heard was the confrontation 
between the two animals in 
the bushes and in its panic, the 
opossum ran right back out where 
the original danger was, the dog.  
The opossum, now between a rock 
and a hard place, ran away from 
the dog again and probably right 
back into the confrontation in the 
brush. Your girlfriend’s dog knew 
there were animals of interest in 
the brush and would be inclined 
to take care of the problem. I 
have seen this play out in my own 
yard, where an opossum went 
into a shrubbery area, growling 
and scuffling occurring, then run 
to another shelter, only to have 
it occupied also, and the it would 
run frantically around the yard, 
trying to figure out a Plan C.
I would wager that was what 
happened in your situation.
Leslie

Q: Subject: Sold home and are 
worried about possums

Hi we r moving in about 2 weeks 
there are 2 possums that visit our 
cat food in back yard will they be 
ok and find other food. We had 
a cat for 10 years that would 
not live in house only backyard. 

Recently he was killed 
by an owl. That’s why 
we had food out. Could u 
please give us advice. 

Corinne

A: Hello Corinne,
Believe me, the opossums 

will have several other foraging 
stops within the range they have 
established in your neighborhood.
You need not worry about them.
Leslie

Q: We have a small possum in 
our small fenced in yard and 

we’ve decided to let him be. We 
have 2 schnauzers, so my husband 
goes out with a light to be sure he’s 

not out in the dark. He plays with 
our dog’s tennis balls. Anyway, he 
lives in our wood pile. How can I 
be sure he’ll be warm enough and 
can I give him a little food when it 
snows? If yes, what. 
Thanks, Christie

A: Hello Christie,
I am attaching an article I 

wrote about creating a backyard 
den box. 
https://opossumsocietyus.org/setting-
up-a-den-box-for-visiting-opossums/

Maybe you can take some pointers 
for your wood pile. Keep in 
mind, he/she is not living in your 
woodpile. The opossum is spending 
2-3 days sleeping in the wood 
pile, then moves around to various 

other locations it has earmarked 
for an alternate den spot. In 
the Winter, or during a spell of 
inclement weather, I suspect the 
opossum may hunker down for 
longer periods of time, especially 
if the spot is very hospitable. The 
opossum will probably keep the 
same foraging route and schedule, 
so you will see it every night, but 
it won’t stay every day in the log 
pile.
For a wood pile occupant, I would 
tarp the top of the woodpile to 
keep water/melting snow from 
dripping through crevices to the 
opossum’s den spot. Instead of flat 
newspaper, I would (dry weather 
permitting) leave out loosely 
wadded up balls of newspaper and 

a couple of plastic shopping bags 
once a week or so and see if they 
disappear (hopefully transported 
by the opossum to their hidey-
hole in the wood pile to reinforce 
it).
I am about to experience the first 
Winter of my lifetime. I was born 
and raised in Southern California 
and being close to the beach, only 
experienced one season, all year 
round. I just purchased a bag of 
dried meal worms from Walmart 
and I will be scattering both the 
meal worms and small kibble 
dry dog food about, with several 
water sources and use trail cams 
to observe who comes around.
Pretty much all wildlife will eat 
dry dog food kibble, from crickets 
to birds, to all sorts of small 

Continued on page 6
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mammals, nocturnal and diurnal. 
I suspect meal worms will be 
equally welcomed by all. You might 
have all kinds of visitors with your 
welcome additional food source. If 
you are only inclined to feed the 
opossum, make note of what time 
you see it in your backyard, and 
don’t place food out there until 
about 30 minutes beforehand 
(opossums are very punctual on 
their nightly foraging routes, 
usually making an early pass, then 
a second one hours later). Clean up 
the food after the opossum visits, 
so others don’t come around to 
help themselves. Or you can leave 
the food out. If you place the food 
in bowls, plates or old pie tins, it 
will be easier to clean up.
I will also attach a food list for 
opossums. Not all opossums eat all 
the selections, experiment with 
throwing out leftover vegetables. 
If you throw out bones (other 
than sardines) please use raw, 
uncooked bones or bone that have 
been through a pressure cooker, 
so they aren’t all splintery from 
other forms of cooking, resulting 
in possible lodging in the opossum’s 
throat. 
Thank you for caring to help the 
opossums.
Leslie

Q: I live in a suburban 
neighborhood. I would like to 

allow wildlife, such as opossum 
and small mammals to pass 
through my yard as they need. 
However, I would also like to 
build a fence for privacy and to 
protect a small manmade pond 
I intend to build. How much 
space does an opossum need to 
pass through? The maximum 
allowable size for human safety 
is 4” max. I might like to do 
less than this if smaller animals 
can still pass. Thank you.
Douglas

A: Hello Douglas,
I would have a 4” 

gap in the fence close to 
the side of the house or 

garage. If an opossum can get 
its head through, the rest of the 
body will follow. However, if it’s a 
mother opossum, she’s a lot wider 
with babies in her pouch, so I 
would leave a maximum allowable 
gap next to the house. You don’t 
have to do the whole fence that 
way. They tend to travel either on 
fence tops or following the line of 
a house or structure or ditch.
Leslie

Q: I have attached a photo of a 
small opossum that visited my 

patio in early August this year. The 
length of the patio stone that the 
opossum is standing on (roughly 
the length from its neck to its hip 
joint) is 8 inches. The opossum 
appears to be elongated – I think 
he or she was stretching out to 
reach the grape. Would you please 
let me know your best estimate 
of the age of this opossum? My 
guess is about 5 months (from 
conception), but that is just a 
guess. 
When observing from a distance 
of 10 to 12 feet, how can one 
tell the difference between a male 
and female opossum? There are 4 
different ones that visit my back 
yard from time to time. I suspect 
they are about 7 to 8 months in 
age. I cannot see any difference (in 
other words, see any testicles) on 
the underside of these opossums 
– they all look the same. Three 

of them are quite tolerant of each 
other if they happen to encounter 
one another when doing their 
rounds. The fourth one is quite 
aggressive & will always chase 
the other ones away – perhaps 
he is a male?–but the fourth one 
appears identical in size and on 
the underside to the other three.
Many thanks for any assistance 
you can provide.
Michael
Toronto, Canada

A: You are right on, I’d say 
about 5 1/2 months, pretty 

much fresh out on its own.
Opossums follow typical sexual 
dimorphism of many mammal 
species. The male will get larger, 
has external testicles, and the best 
‘from a distance’ clue to its sex is 
the shape of the head. The males, 
even as babies, will have heads that 
are a bit wider starting at just 
below eye level. I once had a Fish 
& Game officer (while describing 
mountain lions) stating the males 
had heads shaped like basketballs 
and the females had heads 
shaped like footballs. Same with 
opossums, male- basketball head, 
female- football head. Obviously, 
both have pointed noses, but the 
female’s pointed nose continues 
pointed all the way to the back 
jawline. The males start to round 
out just about at the eyes.
However, if you see a really big 
opossum, especially if it’s on a 
fence, is its belly dragging? Or can 
you see through the opossum’s 
legs to the background beyond? 

Belly dragging, sides bulging, 
perhaps little tips of feet 
and tails hanging out…. it’s a 
momma.
Typically, the females are 
more aggressive than the 
males. The males are rather 
persistent when it comes to 
mating season but can still be 
chased away by the female.
Leslie
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Prepare, bake and let cool the brownie or 
cake mix of your choice. Cut the brownies 
into the size square of photo you will be 
printing.

You should have already chosen the picture 
you want to put onto your brownie or 
cake. You can search for a picture online 
or take your own picture using a digital 
or cell phone camera.

After you have selected or taken the 
picture, save it in any image file format, 
like JPEG, on your computer. The JPEG 
file format is supported on the Internet, 
generally with the “.jpg” file suffix.

If the picture you want is not found online 
but is in your old photo album, you can 
use a photo scanner to save it as a digital 
file.

A nice touch, but not mandatory, is 
good photo editing software. This comes 
in handy if you want to edit the color, 
brightness, and background of the picture. 
You can even add text if you like.

However, if your picture is good as it is, 
you may choose not to use any photo 
editing software. 

Next, you need to purchase edible icing 
sheets and edible ink. An icing sheet or 
frosting sheet is usually crafted with sugar 
and starch mixtures. The earliest models 

are even created from rice but currently 
made from different materials including 
cornstarch and potatoes.

Frosting sheets usually come in a 
rectangle shape. You need to size your 
picture(s) to fit the size of the top of 
the cake or brownie.

It would be best to purchase a separate 
printer, just for your edible product 
printing. The printer of your choice 
should be compatible for use with 
edible inks. Edible paper works like 
an ordinary paper in the way it moves 
through the printer and draws in the 
edible ink. Unlike any ordinary paper, 
an icing sheet is made to be edible and 
by the time you eat the cake, the sheet is 
fully melded into the icing.

If you are a serious baker, you can consider 
buying a separate edible printer. Some 
brands, like Epson and Canon, already 
offer a bundle which includes frosting 
sheets and edible ink cartridges You don’t 
want to run edible products through 
your regular printer and its poisonous 
ink residue and you don’t want to run 
your regular prints jobs after edible ink 
has been loaded in your printer. 

An edible ink is specially made to work 
like an ordinary printer ink. It’s made from 
food coloring and sugar. To make sure that 
the ink passes through the small nozzles 

of the printer, 
it needs to 
have small 
molecules.

For safety, 
make sure 
that the ink 
cartridges that 
you’ll use are 
meeting or 
surpassing any 
food contact 
s t a n d a r d s . 
An FDA 

certification is a great indicator of safety. 
If you’re buying a new edible ink for your 
inkjet printer, don’t forget to check its 
compatibility with your unit.

Load the edible ink and cartridges. Place 
the icing sheet on the paper tray and get 
ready to print. Click the File menu and 
select print on the drop-down list. Choose 
the size and orientation of your picture 
(landscape or portrait). Once you are set 
up, print away.

After you’re done printing, cut the picture 
to fit the size of your brownie or cake. 
Slowly peel off the back part of the icing 
sheet. Place the picture on top of the 
cake and smooth the edges with your dry 
fingers.

 • If the buttercream of your cake top 
is forming a crust, spray it with some 
water before you place the edible 
picture upon it.

 • use a hair dryer for about a minute 
to dry an icing sheet so it won’t peel 
away.

 • thaw frozen cakes before putting on 
the icing sheet image.

Opossum brownies or cake will be the 
highlight of any party. Even if it’s a party 
of one!

MAKING OPOSSUM PHOTO BROWNIES
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Note:  We print these select questions we receive 
without grammatical corrections. Grammatic 
scrutiny is applied to our responses.

Q: Subject: Re: Mystery Disease
I’m reaching out, once again, 

from the Lindsay Wildlife Hospital. 
We’re seeing an infection over the 
past couple of years that appears 
as orangish patches or even an 
orangish tone to young opos’ 
muzzles (see pic). Left alone it can 
cover animals’ entire bodies causing 
hair loss. Our vets can’t seem to 
identify it specifically: Maybe 
the remnant of mites? Maybe a 
fungus? We always end up in a 
discussion about treatments with 
a lot of different opinions. In the 
end, it’s inevitably, let’s try this 
and see what happens. Selamectin 
and Cephalexin seem to help, but 
sometimes the decision is to just 
wash it off. Indeed, it looks better, 
but the infection can come back 
eventually. Any thoughts?
Best regards,
Scott

A: Hi Scott,
It might be a bacterial 

infection caused by overheating. 
Are you still using supplemental 
heat? Do they have a den box/
pouch area off the heat they can 
move to and still be hidden if they 
get too hot?
I guess the best thing would be to 
take a skin scraping and have your 
vet look at it under a microscope 
to identify it.
Leslie
Return Q:

Thanks, Leslie. I really appreciate 
your quick responses. They’re 
off heat. However, we’re backed 
up moving them from tubs to 
indoor cages to outdoor cages 
because of the lack of cages. One 
vet suggested stress. The idea 
being that they’re progressing to 
adulthood when they’ll become 
solitary, breeding animals, but 
stuck piling on with siblings because 
of the backlog. Then they get the 
infection, which backs things up 
even more. As they become more 
stressed, they’re immune systems 
take a dip, and they fall victim 
to whatever bacteria is around 
them. The proposed proactive 
solution is to move them more 
quickly through the rehab cycle. 
Thoughts, on stress, in particular? 
Will I see you presenting at the 
CCWR conference?
Best regards,
Scott
Return A:

Hi Scott,
To lessen stress, I always have one 
den box, hammock or pouch per 3 
opossums. That doesn’t keep them 
from all piling into one, but it gives 
them the option. I make sure their 
den boxes, pouches, hammocks 
have enough cloth or cloth covering 
for them not to be able to see me 
walking by (eye contact).

For the stress of not having 
enough room for their growth 
size, I use homeopathics. I also 
use homeopathics for education 
opossums on display at an event. 
I will also prepare a transport 
carrier with homeopathics when 
transferring from one caregiver 
to another. 
I won’t try to calm them down 
on the voyage to their release site. 
I want them hyper-vigilant and 
uncomfortable on release night.

I use Bach’s Rescue 
Remedy. With 
the provided 
eyedropper, I drop 
about 5-6 drops 
onto a Kleenex and 
drop the sheet of 
dosed Kleenex into 
the cage or carrier 
with them. I don’t 

give it to them directly, as it is in 
an alcohol suspension.

Upon intake, I also 
use the homeopathic 
Aconitum Napellus
This homeopathic is for 
fear, anxiety. I found 
it especially handy in 
getting babies, who are 
upset from losing their 
Mom, to start taking 
formula.

I was drawn to homeopathics 
because they allow me to quickly 
utilize a mucous membrane for 
dosing, it’s usually a one-time dose 
and the absence of over-handling 
also lessens the stress. You get a 
drop on their lip (or eye or anus) 
and they are dosed.
I won’t be presenting at the CCWR 
symposium this year.
1. I presented last year. There 
were actually two opossum 
presentations last year. Even 
though in California for sure, 
and I suspect most other states, 

FROM THE POUCH

Continued on page 9
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FROM THE POUCH continued from page 8

opossums are the #1 mammal 
winding up in rehab, there seems 
to be an extreme aversion in 
the hierarchy of many rehab 
organizations of opossum lecture 
overload.
2. My computer is giving me all 
kinds of problems. I have ordered 
a new one, but they keep pushing 
back the delivery date. I don’t 
know if I would be remote-
broadcast ready by the time of 
the symposium.
Leslie

Q: Hi! I wanted to share with 
you that the opossum is now 

a momma! I’m absolutely enjoying 
seeing the babies! 
Here is a video of them!
I also have a few questions about 
diseases they carry. Is it possible or 
common to contract them me or 
my dogs? even if I’m not touching 
them? 
Laura

A: Hello Laura,
Hey those babies are almost 

the size that Mom lets them go.
Because opossums eat all kinds of 
insects, and ins  ects are notorious 
parasite carriers, opossums could 
have diseases that they may “pass 
on” in their feces from their 
stomach from eating insects, if 
the parasite happens to be in its 
shedding phase and the opossum 
happens to poop in your yard and 
your pets happen to eat the poop.
Being in the vicinity of, or even 
touching the opossum will not 
cause any disease transference.
Leslie
Return Response:

Hi! I want to thank you for all 
your help! 
Here is a photo of the babies! 
I’m completely smitten by them! 

Q: I have 2 young Virginia 
Opossums that I have had 

since before their eyes were open. 
They are still drinking formula and 
eating some solid foods. The female 
became lame in her left front 
leg, wrist is turned in, seemingly 
overnight. I don’t believe she has 
MBD, as she has been getting the 
calcium she needs, also the male is 
not having any problems as would 
be expected since they are eating 
the same diet. She is very alert 
and eats good, she just favors 
that leg and won’t walk unless 
l help her. I can’t find a local 
veterinarian that will check on it. 
The closest exotic vet is about 100 
miles from me and I don’t know if 
they will look at her. I have been 
exercising her by putting a little 
sling around her and letting her 
swim in warm water. She uses all 
of her legs when I do that. I’m just 
lost on what to do for her. Help 
please!
Marcia

A: Hello Marcia,
You can have two opossums 

being fed the same diet and only 
one develop MBD, don’t rule that 
out.
I assume you also used the list on 
our website to try and locate the 
nearest rehabilitator to you and 
failed to find someone to help you.

Since you are so far from any 
type of help, I’m going to suggest 
something not used by a majority 
of wildlife rehabilitators, simply 
because its not understood. Perhaps 
she tweaked her leg climbing in 
the cage. I use homeopathics, and 
for any kind of joint or blunt 
force trauma, I would give her 
one dose of Arnica Montana. 

You may only be able 
to locate 30C potency 
in a Sprouts, Whole 
Foods, Vitamin Shops or 
even some mainstream 
grocery stores. If you can 
find it (or order online) 
give her 200C, once for 
the possible tweaking of 
her leg, otherwise use 
the 30C. You should see 

results within 24 hours.
If it is MBD, there are other 
remedies. I haven’t seen MBD 
where BOTH feet aren’t turned 
in, so I’m not telling you what to 
use for MBD yet. Know that MBD 
takes longer to fix. You’ll have to 
feed the opossum a correct diet 
for as long as it was eating an 
incorrect one. As far as “getting 
the calcium she needs”, is this 
something you add to her formula 
or could her littermate be getting 
more calcium just by luck of how 
well its mixed into the formula or 
food?
Leslie

Q: I have another 
question about 

releasing opos. In this 
case I have a mother 
and 11 joeys (around 
95g). The mother was 
injured but is now 
healthy and ready 
to release. All of the 
babies are still nursing. 
If we release her now, 
the joeys will grow up 
naturally with mom. 

Continued on page 10
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They’re also large and 
viable enough that if she 
bolts and any fall off, we 
can take care of them. The 
other option is to keep the 
whole family until the joeys 
are large enough to survive 
on their own. That means 
teaching them to forage 
and adapt to the outdoors 
in a cage, which is what 
we do with orphans. Your 
thoughts?
Scott

A: I would release the 
mother and the Joey’s 

together.
Put her inside a box about 
the size of a Duraflame 
6 log fireplace log box or 
an old cardboard carrier 
you’ve been wanting to get 
rid of.
Release her after dark. Take 
the box she’s in, place it under a 
thick bush where you’re going to 
release, gently turn the box on its 
side and leave it with her and the 
babies in it. She’s much less likely 
to bolt if she’s in a good hiding 
spot. When SHE’S ready, she’ll 
leave with all her babies.
I always make it a point to return 
to the release box in the a.m. to 
make sure all have gone.
Leslie

Q: There’s a baby possum that 
enjoys my back patio. I would 

like you to help me save it. It looks 

healthy and it’s under 7 inches 
excluding the tail. Fur as well. 
Emily

A: You didn’t mention why it 
needed saving.

Leslie
Return A:

I thought maybe it needed help 
because it was young and didn’t 
have its mother. I think it likes my 
patio because of the orange tree. 
How do I know if it needs to be 
rescued or is it OK for young little 
possum to be by itself? There’s lots 
of cats in my neighborhood so I 
was fearful for it. 

I left out mushed watermelon. 
And water. It liked both. 
Now there’s two of them.
Emily

A: They are a bit small to be 
on their own. Sometimes I’ve 

seen Mom release them a bit early, 
especially if she’s has experienced 
some trauma that prevents her 
from fully caring for the babies. 
I’m sure they appreciate your 
supplemental help with food until 
they get to a larger size to wander 
further to forage.
Leslie

FROM THE POUCH continued from page 9



OSUS 11
www.opossumsocietyus.org

OSUS MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM
_____ Please find enclosed my tax-deductible donation.

_____ I want to become a member of O.S.U.S.  

             ($30/year U.S., $40/year international)

_____ Please renew my membership of OSUS ($30/year) 

(Check one of the above)

Name: _____________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

Telephone: _________________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________

Membership is $30.00 annually. 

Please mail check to:
OSUS

P.O. Box 850695
Yukon, OK 73085

Or register via PayPal online at our website:  
www.OpossumSocietyUS.org  

Note: The OSUS membership/email list is never 
given out to any other organization. It is used for 

official OSUS business only. Your membership 
renewal month due is the month you joined.

The Opossum Society of the United States  Wishes to Thank Our Contributors

Without our contributors and those members whose work generates donations to OSUS, we would not be 
able to care for as many orphans, save as many injured or reach so many people with our information on 

opossums. Good job, and thank you all! Your generosity really makes a difference.

Marcia Rybak
Catherine Toomey

Cynthia Gailey
Robyn Pepe

Julianna Sand

Michael Sleckman
Ali Ozgun

Barbara Trevino
Julianna Sand
Stephen Soper

David Barkoff
Michael Moore

Kira Trainor
Ali Ozgun

Ryan Peterson

https://opossumsocietyus.org/
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NUTRICAL USE ON OPOSSUMS
Nutrical is a highly palatable gel to supplement nutritional and caloric intake. It should not be used as a regular part of the diet 
of a healthy animal; only those refusing to eat, not gaining weight or exhibiting low energy or debility. 

It was developed for use on dog and cats and originally packaged as one source for both species. Recently Nutrical has been 
marketing Nutrical for dogs, Nutrical for cats, Nutrical for puppies and Nutrical for kittens. The dog, cat and puppy formulas are 
exactly the same, according to the ingredients/amounts listed on the back of the tubes. The kitten version of Nutrical has varying 
amounts of different ingredients and has added copper, zinc and vitamin K.

The Calorie Content of Nutrical (ME) is 4760 kcal/kg or 28 kcal per teaspoon.

The following is what the OSUS Medication List states:
Nutrical® 1-2 ml/kg (1 inch per 10 lbs) every 2 - 8 hrs. Every 2 

hours for anorexic neonates until they eat well on 
their own

Provides glucose in easily bioavailable form. Very sticky. 
Alternatives are Karo® syrup or honey: Less likely to “glue” 
mouths shut.

I could not find any online resources that can explain why Nutrical is split into four versions. I could not get any veterinarian to 
explain the different product. As a long time rehabilitator, my choice would be to go with the Nutrical formulated for dogs and 
puppies. Dogs and opossums are both omnivores, cats are carnivores with a need for taurine, of which opossums have no known 
need.

Leslie Bale

INFORMATION ON LEPTOSPIROSIS VACCINATION FOR DOGS
Dogs need to be vaccinated for the leptospirosis strain that is in their regional area. For example, Northern California (NorCal) 
has a different strain than Southern California (SoCal), etc. SoCal Pomona Strain vaccine will not protect from NorCal strain. Just 
FYI. ALSO, Dachshunds and West Highland Terriers have a higher incidence of anaphylaxis from all or any Lepto vaccinations. 
Mel Smith
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5967211/

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5967211/
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Join OSUS and receive ...

•	 Quarterly Issues of ‘Possum Prints.
•	 Updated diet/development/medical sheets.
•	 Orphan/Injured care information.
•	 A warm, fuzzy feeling!

Phone Calls and Emails: 
It is up to the individual 

Board Members whether 
they return telephone 

calls and emails.

Queries to the OSUS 
website are answered 

as soon as time and 
resources permit.

Members in good 
standing (current) can log 

onto the OSUS website, 
scroll all the way to the 

bottom of the page, 
click on Site Map on the 
bottom right and enter 

the portion of their email 
before the “@” symbol as a 

username (unless you’ve 
changed it) and assigned 

password (you can change 
your password, if you’ve 
forgotten it) to log onto 

the Members Only section 
of the website where 

archived newsletters and 
other information and 
videos are accessible.

OSUS Board of Directors
August 2019-2021

Leslie	Bale	•	(405)	265-7090	•	President/Liaison,	Official	Agencies	•	VOpossum@aol.com
Tammy	Williams	•	(909)	790-5182	•	Vice	President	•	hrs2grdn@gmail.com  

Leslie	Brogan	•	(818)	255-0925	•	Secretary
Crystal	Norris	•	Email:	crystaln@sonic.net	•	Treasurer 
Melinda	Smith	•	Email:	Opawsum@aol.com	•	At	Large

Please take the time to email us any email change, 
including your name for cross-reference so you do 
not miss out on any issues of ‘Possum Prints’

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org

Meetings and Events
None due to Covid-19


