
Summer 2020

V i s i t  O S U S  a t  w w w . o p o s s u m s o c i e t y u s . o r g

HOW TO ATTRACT OPOSSUMS TO YOUR PROPERTY

Opossums are nocturnal and prefer to travel around using 
as much concealment as possible. If you have a yard, 
plant shrubs whose foliage and limbs hang low to the 

ground, providing cover and yet enough room for the opossum 
to maneuver underneath them. Planting bushes, trees and vines 
next to your fence will give the opossum ample ability to climb 
down into your yard for a visit. Once your trees mature, allow 
some branches with leaves to hang down upon the fence, which 
will become the opossum’s highway along its nightly route 
visiting different yards.

If you have a mostly cement yard, you can have large potted 
plants with trellises, again providing the opossum a method to 
climb down into your yard and hiding places behind the potted 
plants as they explore your yard.

If you have large acreage, the opossum will again use tall grass or 
small ravines to move about your property searching for food. 
If you wish them to visit your property more often, planting 
a series of low-lying brush clumps, spaced 15-20 feet apart for 
them to use for travel, without having such an open, exposed 
area to travel.

They don’t linger out in the open; they will mainly move from 
plant to structure, having cover on at least one side. During 
February, the mating season, the males will wander further 
searching for a mate, crossing roads and other open expanses, 
sometimes resulting in their demise. Later in March, the carcasses 
of females who couldn’t cross the road fast enough with their 
load of babies in the pouch will be the ones found in the road.

You will have to have a food source to attract 
opossums. Planting gardens with fruits, 
vegetables and flowers will attract insects, snail 
and slugs. Opossums eat insects, snails and 
slugs. Opossums are also partial to overripe, 
fallen fruit on the ground. Opossums aren’t the 
only animals that will be attracted to your food 
source, other nocturnal animals will become 
familiar with the goodies to be found at your 
place. To be fair, you can’t blame the raccoons, 

skunks, coyotes and feral cats that will come to feed. Rats and 
mice might also be attracted. Fortunately, they will likely fall 
prey to the opossum who will also eat them. Dog food and cat 
food left outside will attract opossums (See Photo at end of 
article). Make sure you don’t tell an official that you are putting 

food out or planting just to attract opossums. Many cities and 
counties have rules against feeding wildlife. It would be best 
not to mention it to your neighbors either. Your neighbors will 
blame YOU for any visitation they might get from wildlife, 
even though they have probably been crossing through their 
property for years without their knowledge. It will be YOUR 
fault their dog barks all night; YOUR fault other neighbors are 
complaining about their dog(s) barking; YOUR fault if Animal 
Control comes out to talk to them about their dogs.

Continued on page 8
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Note:  We print these select Internet questions 
we receive without grammatical corrections. 
Grammatic scrutiny is applied to our responses.

Q: Subject: Mate for life/ suicide
My father-in-law told me a 

little wise tail that I think might 
have a little truth to it but I’m not 
sure. He said that opossums are 
mates for life and that if one of 
them get run over that soon after 
it will hang in the road until gets 
hit on purpose? 
I have noticed that after I see 
one hit, a few days later another 
will be hit close in proximity to 
the first one. Which is why I think 
there might be some truth to this 
wise tail?
Thank you 
Karrie

A: Hello Karrie,
No, opossums do not mate for 

life. They are solitary creatures, 
a very brief and noisy encounter 
between a male and a female and 
they go their separate ways.
They consider all road kill fair 
game for dinner, even their own 
species. You will notice roadkills 
tend to build up body counts as 
other animals enter into the road 
to partake of the first road kill.
Leslie

Q: Subject: Food for opossum
What kind of food can I throw 

out into the yard for my opossum 
friend that the neighbor cats will 
not eat? I catch him/her on my 
cameras at night. Also how can I 
run off the cats and not disturb 
the opossum. The cats get on my 

cars, the opossum doesn’t. I prefer 
him/her around. Is there a way to 
tell the sex without getting close? 
Besides little ones hanging on her 
apron strings. Lol 
Thanks 
Tripp

A: Hello Tripp,
 I’m afraid a cat will eat any 

dry or wet dog or cat food you 
would leave in the yard, which is 
the easiest to scatter and most 
widely consumed by most species; 
birds, mammals, insects.
What an opossum will eat that a 
cat won’t would be overripe fruit: 
bananas, apples, watermelon, 
etc. and many vegetables; celery 
tops, carrots, bok choy, broccoli, 
cauliflower. Although opossums 
don’t seem as enthusiastic about 
vegetables as they are with fruit.
Sexing:
Males have dangling testicles, 
fairly easily visible from the rear 
and have broader, bigger heads. 
Females tend to have narrow, 
pointed heads and the only thing 
dangling from them would be the 
tails of the babies getting too big 
for the pouch.
Leslie 

Q: Subject: Opossum beaten to 
death

A named person of Nixa Missouri 
posted to Facebook On Feb 9 
2020 a picture of a opossum 
he had beaten to death with a 
baseball bat. I have all the screen 
shots of the entire conversation. I 
don’t know who can be contacted 
about this situation. Any help 
would greatly appreciate. Thank 
you.
Carrie 

A: You need to contact the 
Nixa, MO police department 

and find out who is responsible 
to take a felony animal-cruelty 
report. Remember, you will have 
to be the Reporting Party.  I get 

so many questions about this 
issue; I created a new FAQ Q&A 
concerning animal cruelty. I know 
not all the contents are relevant 
to your situation, but maybe you 
can understand the process and 
be a very informed Reporting 
Party. 
Leslie 
New website FAQ information on 
cruelty to opossum’s link answer:
https://opossumsocietyus.org/faq-
opossum/#cruelty 

Q: Hello! I’m currently an 
undergrad student doing a 

research assignment on varies 
species of opossums and have 
come across a gap in literature I 
hope you can help fill for me. Are 
there any known toxins found in 
foods that could limit the diets of 
Virginia Opossums and potentially 
hinder their ability to absorb 
nutrients from foods? Thank you 
in advance for the help
Kind regards, Emily 
University of Guelph

A: Hello Emily,
I have no experience with 

opossums consuming known 
food toxins as opposed to 
neurotoxins, organophosphate 
toxins and rodenticides they 
would encounter in the wild. I 
know in baby opossums, they 
must be warmed and hydrated to 
be able to assimilate the formula 
we feed and the formula must be 
thoroughly dissolved (for a few 
hours in the fridge) before feeding.
Shirley and Allen Casey of 
EWildagain have been working 
on an article on the contents 
of different milk substitution 
formulas and why they might fail 
to provide sustaining nutrients: 
http://www.ewildagain.org/

Dr. Steven Austad, biologist 
at the University of Alabama 
has done some articles on 
opossums. He might have made 

Continued on page 3
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some observations about what 
they consume in the wild:  
https://www.stevenaustad.com/

Dr. William Krause of the 
University Missouri did extensive 
research on opossums. Perhaps 
he observed some information on 
toxins that he withheld from his 
actual published articles: 
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/
William_Krause2/2 
https://www.uaex.edu/environment-
nature/wildlife/docs/The_Opossum_Its_
Amazing_Story.pdf  

Q: Hello, I have an orphaned 
opossum in my yard, (in Los 

Angeles) out in the daylight with 
no mother in sight. He is about 4 or 
5 inches long from nose to rump, 
and I would like any guidance in 
how to get him proper care.  
Attached Image

A: Hello Julie,
That opossum is almost the 

size when Mom lets them go. 
I’ll send you the list of wildlife 
rehabilitators in Los Angeles 
county, but the word getting back 
to me is most of them closed or 
are full and not taking any more 
animals because of the coronavirus 
scare.
He/She probably thinks they are 
hidden, after all, it can’t really 
see you through that leaf, so 
you shouldn’t be able to see it. 
It has also picked a fairly good 
depression in the cement and is 
completely protected on the back 

side by the fence. It could 
very well make it on its 
own from this size. I have 
seen opossums that size 

in my own backyard, night after 
night, obviously getting along and 
growing.
Perhaps you could help out with 
placing some dog chow and a 
bowl of water in your yard and it 
could use it as a sanctuary until it 
becomes its fully transient self.
Leslie

Q: Subject: Cannibalism among 
opossums

Nightly I watch an opossum 
wander my backyard. I have 
several cameras and the yard is 
flooded in infrared light which 
the cameras see very well, but 
is pitch black to the human eye. 
Tonight I saw it reaching into a 
stack of pallets. It did this several 
times and then pulled a small 
animal out and slowly ate it. I 
never saw the animal move. When 
it had finished I went out with 
a flashlight and baggie to find 
just the head and feet of a small 
opossum. It might have been 3 or 
4 inches long before it was eaten. 
I’m in Florida and it’s almost 80 
degrees outside. I have a fenced 
yard and the opossum was very 
calm as it wandered its normal 
pathways. No animals or people 
bothered it. I’m just wondering 
if a wild opossum normally eats 
baby opossums? I have only seen a 
second opossum in the yard twice 
in the last couple months and they 
do not seem to interact. I don’t 
know the sex of the one I watch 
nightly. I love watching it wander 
on my security cameras and 
was pretty shocked tonight as I 
watched it eat another opossum. I 
didn’t know there were any young 
opossums out there. I mainly only 
see the one.

A: Tom,
Cannibalism does occur. 

Opossums, as many species, will 
eat their own as carrion. They will 

eat their own siblings in rare cases 
that is hard to explain, but horrific 
to experience. We’ve theorized 
one cause could be the stress of 
captivity in rehab, perhaps from 
overcrowding. Another theory is 
that as babies develop, the mother 
and the other siblings can sense 
when one of the siblings has a 
flaw that would prevent it from 
developing into adulthood and 
mother leaves that baby behind, 
to provide better care for the 
remaining babies. Sometimes the 
single babies we get in with no signs 
of an injured or mother nearby, 
we believe may be the more frail 
or flawed ones left behind. Nature 
is very practical, if not brutal, 
about putting forward the best of 
their species to propagate more 
of their species. If everyone in 
the possum world can tell when 
one of their own isn’t quite right, 
perhaps they become fair game 
for food.
We rehabilitate them all, 
rationalizing that if we put the 
flawed opossums back into nature, 
perhaps they will be the food for 
a predator, keeping the predator 
from eating the prime specimen 
opossum.
It’s all speculation, but there must 
be some reason.
Leslie
Return Reply:

Thank you for your reply. They 
are very interesting animals. 2 
days earlier I’d found a young 
one dead, but uneaten, in my 
yard with a bloody neck and had 
guessed a neighborhood cat had 
killed and left it there. Then last 
night I saw the opossum eat a 
young one of the same size and 
think I’ll withhold judgement on 
the cat.
It’s great having the yard flooded 
in infrared light because it makes 
it easy to watch the opossum 
make its nightly rounds of my 
yard. I can keep an eye on it from 

Continued on page 4
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a distance without it knowing it’s 
being watched :o)
Tom
Return Answer:

We do know that opossums kill to 
eat, and they eat the whole thing 
of whatever it is. The three times 
I experienced cannibalism, I would 
find one very fat opossum, and 
there would be one less opossum 
in the cage. Cats, however, kill for 
the pleasure, don’t consume their 
kill and just leave a punctured 
body behind. I would say the cat is 
still on the hook, just based on the 
condition of the kill.
Leslie

Q: Love these animals........I have 
a good sized one whom I have 

seen in my backyard several times 
now. Most recently this morning 
as my two dogs started barking 
at it. He was trying to hide in a 
bunch of leaves in the corner of my 
fence - where we found him the 
last time. He has also been in that 
same area sitting on the fence. 
The last two times was during 
the daytime.....is that normal 
for them? I do worry about him 
because I am very close to a busy 
street. I understand that you 
recommend not to worry about 
that and just let him do what he 
wants? My first experience was a 
baby right in front of my front 
patio door eating some dry cat 
food (I was feeding the feral cats 
at the time...) That was a couple 
yrs ago.....but I did not leave the 
cat food again, because I thought 
it best for the baby..Thank you for 
this website. 
Joyce, OKC

A: Hello Joyce,
I’m trying to figure this one 

out.
They will have 4-5 “den sites” 
picked out and alternate between 

them, spending 2-3 days 
sleeping in the same spot, 
then moving on. They 
sleep very soundly during 

the day; they must, there’s so 
much people, machinery, pet noise 
in the urban environment during 
the day. A pile of leaves would 
be a suitable place to bed down, 
anyone approaching the opossum 
who steps on the leaves will make 
a crunchy sound, which will alert 
the opossum and awaken it to 
the approaching danger. Voices, 
lawn mowers, A/Cs cycling on 
and off won’t bother it. I am 
wondering if there used to be a 
little more protection where that 
pile of leaves is. Did the pile used 
to be higher? Were there limbs or 
branches stacked there also? Were 
there any potted plants, trash 
cans or other items stacked in 
that area that made it just a little 
more secluded for the opossum 
to choose it in the first place? 
Then, that item might have been 
moved, but the opossum still felt 
it was a sufficient hidey-spot for 
its day sleep?
Opossums will carry dried leaves 
around in their tail to reinforce 
little niches they find to sleep in 
during the day, just for that early 
warning crunchy noise they will 
make if anything is trying to get 
at them.
Leslie
Yukon, OK
Return Response:

Hi Leslie,
Thank you for responding.  Yes, 
there was a very large pile of 
leaves in that whole area and we 
were cleaning up the area-that 
is how we spotted him/her.  The 
opossum didn’t make a move, just 
stared at us. We stopped raking 
and went away. Then, he was 
there the next day, with a few less 
leaves of course, but he was curled 
up and breathing.  I blocked off 
the area so the dogs couldn’t get 
back in the area.  This morning 
he was gone and with whatever 

leaves were left along that side 
I pushed closer to where he was 
laying so he would have more 
cover if he returned. I heard the 
weather people say it is supposed 
to get really cold next week.... I 
will keep that area blocked off for 
a while and then finish cleaning 
up if he doesn’t return....He didn’t 
seem to pay any attention to the 
dogs, he just stared at them - got 
to them before they had a chance 
to get too close. We will stay away 
from him, but I know they can be 
nice to have around....
Yes, I walked to the area to see if 
he was there yesterday morning 
and he was curled up and sound 
asleep...never moved, but I saw he 
was breathing......and he is gone 
this morning...
There has been a lot of chatter on 
Nextdoor about people wanting to 
know how to get rid of an opossum 
and be assured there were far 
more protectors than not.....:)
Thanks again,
Joyce

Q: Subject: Too friendly opossum
I was drinking one night and 

fell asleep on my porch in Los 
Angeles. And I heard this little 
pittle pattle. I wasn’t sure if I 
was awake or dreaming, and this 
opossum had walked right up to 
my leg maybe four inches away, I 
think he was smelling me. I woke 
up, not being used to marsupials, 
and I yelled. The little guy kind 
of scuttled away. This is not the 
first time I have seen him, he also 
digs through my trash can most 
days. I guess my question really 
is, why was he so friendly toward 
humans? Was he possibly raised by 
humans? 
Thanks

A: Alan,
It’s not that the opossum is 

too friendly, it’s that they are very 
single-minded in their foraging 

MAIL POUCH continued from page 3

Continued on page 5
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for food. You happened to by lying 
right in the path the opossum 
always takes when it crosses 
through your yard. Yeah, you did 
smell different, but the opossum 
knew it was on the path it always 
took and just crawled across you.
Leslie

Q: Subject: 10 baby opossum 
and maybe more

I have a live trap and after 
catching 5 baby opossum and 
turning them loose. I am wanting 
to know how do I tell them apart 
or am I catching the same one. I 
have noticed every one of the ear 
markings are different. One might 
have more white then the other. 
My ? Is can I keep track of them 
by some kind of markings so I can 
tell them apart when I see them. 
I love opossums and just want to 
know how to keep up with their 
progress.

A: Hello Christie,
 Most people just pick out a 

unique physical feature to know 
which opossum is which. Could 
be if they have all black ears, or 
where the pink tips of their ears 
start, shape of the ears, could be 
how far the pigment on their tail 
comes down, birthmarks on their 
lips, color variations in their hair, 
length of hair. You start to be able 
to tell them apart.
Some wildlife rehabilitators put a 
non-toxic mark on the opossum’s 
toenails to identify while they 
are in their care, but that wears 
off. Wildlife rehabilitators have 
learned to never use a shade of 
red to mark the opossums in their 
care, in case it doesn’t fade as 
quickly as they think it will and 
they are flooded with calls of an 
“injured opossum” with red blood 
on its feet or ears.
Other than banding opossums, 
which you need a license to do, 

there’s no sure way except 
extreme scrutiny.
Leslie

Q: I’m a volunteer with the 
Lindsay Wildlife Hospital and 

have been rehabbing opos at my 
home for six or seven years. Some 
people brought in an elderly opo 
that is friendly, eats from our 
hands, doesn’t mind being lugged 
around and petted. Opinion is split 
over whether he is a pet let loose, 
or simply old and complacent. 
While he’s portly, the argument 
that he’s wild says that pet opos 
normally have fat tails from being 
overfed the wrong food. This guy’s 
tail is normal. The claim that he 
was a pet is based on how friendly 
and fearless of humans he is. This 
is an urgent issue because we’ve 
been given two options: euthanize 
if he’s deemed a pet or release if 
he’s determined to be wild.
I must confess that I’m in favor 
of the wild option, but only if 
it’s sound. Though he’s wild he’s 
clearly become used to humans, 
he was found hiding in a dog house 
as might any wild opo seeking a 
place to camp. It also suggests he’s 
been successfully foraging on his 
own.
Complicating the release option 
is that the people who found 
him don’t want him back. So, 
we’d have to release him in 
unfamiliar territory, likely my 
urban backyard where he’d have 
convenient shelter, food and 
water if he’d like to stick around 
or an opo-friendly neighborhood 
if he wants to wander. 
What’s your take on the situation? 
Scott

A: Hi Scott,
To answer your questions:

Male opossums typically carry 
their fat in their chest and it’s 
really hard to tell from their fat 
content if they were someone’s 
pet. I haven’t seen a male’s tail get 
fat in captivity, females’ do.

Elderly male opossum’s canines 
grow much longer than females. 
If he has been out in the wild, he 
probably has at least one broken 
canine. If he was a pet, his teeth 
will be pristine, unless he bit into 
a VHS tape like mine did and 
broke a canine. Still, the teeth 
should be the first clue as to his 
prior life, teeth break down in 
wild opossums.
Males tend to be calmer than 
females, sounds like he’s at the 
end of his life either way, so he 
might just be super mellow. Pet 
or education opossums aren’t 
necessarily friendly with everyone, 
unless they are handled by a 
variety of people. Usually they are 
tolerant of their human caretaker, 
wary of other humans. 
Finding him seeking shelter in 
a doghouse during the day is 
certainly an indicator that he 
knows he must seek shelter during 
the day. Did the finders even 
have a dog? If they’d just had 
that doghouse in their backyard 
forever, he’s probably been using 
it in his rotation of den sites. Did 
they just decide to get rid of the 
doghouse and found the opossum 
in there, or did they purchase a 
new dog and the dog found the 
opossum in what the opossum 
thought was his doghouse? Again, 
clues to how/what the opossum 
was surviving in the environment.
I would vote for Senior Opossum 
Living in your yard. I am opposed 
to euthanasia for maybe being a 
pet and unplaceable with another 
organization needing an education 
animal (everyone wants younger 
animals). Give him a chance, it’s 
more likely that he is a mellow 
wild opossum than someone’s 
escaped pet. Either way, he’s at 
end of life, no need to expedite his 
demise if he’s able to forage for 
himself.
Leslie

Continued on page 6
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Q: Subject: Juvenile under my 
house

A few weeks ago during the day, 
I saw a small juvenile (7.5” nose 
to rump) snacking on some stray 
birdseed under a nearby tree 
outside my house. When I opened 
the front door, it ran under my 
house. I figured the reason it 
was out at that time was bc it 
wasn’t old/strong enough to go 
all day w/o eating yet. I decided 
to pour about a 1/4c of nuts/
seeds/mealworms right inside the 
hole it ran into every morning 
before I leave for work. I don’t put 
anything more in there the rest of 
the day so as to encourage him/
her to come out & forage at night. 
Bc I live right on a busy street, I 
know this little one needs to be 
relocated ASAP. 
My question is how big should I let 
this little one get before trapping 
& relocating to give it the best 
chance at survival? 
Thanks. 
Gina

A: Hello Gina,
 At 7”, nose to rump, the 

opossum is a juvenile, on its own, 
and no longer needs its mother. 
Opossums can quickly learn the 
refilling schedule of area bird 
feeders. Although their natural 
instincts tell them to stay hidden 
and sleep during the day, it’s hard 
to pass up an easy, fresh meal, and 
as juveniles, opossums can make 
some bad decisions motivated by 
food.
The opossum will not be 
permanently staying under your 
house. Opossums choose 3-5 
den sites to alternate between, 
spending 2-3 days in the same 
den. They will keep the same 
foraging route each night, hitting 
the known spots that have food 
they can eat.

The best place for the 
opossum is right where 
Mom opossum raised it. 
Opossums have a smell 

memory of at least one year and 
he/she can follow Mom’s scent 
trail to available den sites, water 
and food sources.
Starting over at another location 
would put the opossum at an 
extreme disadvantage, having 
to learn new den sites, food and 
water sources and area predators 
and hazards.
There is no completely safe area 
for wildlife to exist.
Leslie

Q: We have a very young guy 
or gal in our yard. What I am 

worried about is the time of day 
we see it. It comes out each day 
around 230 EST. Could it be sick? 
I thought they were nocturnal? 
Its small..about 8 to 9 inches..with 
the cutest face!
Holly

A: You are speaking of the size 
that would indicate a young 

juvenile. It’s the juveniles that 
get into the most trouble, don’t 
take as many precautions as they 
should.
Is there a food source nearby that 
corresponds with their daytime 
emergence? Does someone set out 
dog or cat food or fill a bird feeder 
at that time? Does someone take 
out the trash with food remnants 
about that time?
Food is their major motivation. 
Only the prospect of food would 
make them risk coming out of 
their daytime hiding spot.
Leslie
Return response:

Thanks for the feedback! My 
neighbor has homing pigeons and 
that is about the time he feeds 
them! I dont know of any cat or 
dog food...but def pigeon food. 
He is very cute and seems very 
inquisitive. I keep my distance..but 

do take a lot of pictures. He or she 
does not seem to mind me being 
out there. Def a character!.
Have a good evening! Holly

Q: Having problems with a 
Opossum in our backyard. 

There are two little kids and a 
dog.
Would like to have someone come 
out and humanely relocate the 
opossum. 
Torrance, CA

A: It is illegal to relocate wildlife 
in the state of California. It 

is also illegal to hinder wildlife 
from going about their business of 
seeking food and shelter. 
I suggest you bring your little kids 
and dog in during the night and 
they won’t encounter the opossum.
Leslie

Q: Subject: Rodenticides around 
opossums

Hi, I’m contacting you because my 
landlords use rodenticides around 
the yard and there is an opossum 
that lives in the yard as well. I plan 
on asking if they will stop using the 
poison but would like to have an 
alternative to suggest, however, I 
would really like it to be one that 
won’t also deter the opossum. 
They are amazing creatures and 
I appreciate its presence. Do you 
have any suggestions? Thank you 
in advance. 
Marisa

A: Marisa, 
The use of rodenticides is 

strictly enforced by individual 
State Fish & Wildlife Department. 
It is governed nationwide by the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). Rodenticides are ALWAYS 
ILLEGAL if used in any manner 
or placement other than what 
the label on the product dictates. 
I would find out the exact brand 
name of the product your 
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landlord intends to use, then go 
to the store, or look up online the 
instructions and see if they are 
being followed.
The following website has great 
common sense methods to deter 
rodents without the use of poisons:
https://urbanwildliferesearchproject.
com/rodenticide-impacts-and-
alternatives/ 
Basically, if the rodents are 
entering the home through 
plumbing holes, purchase and stuff 
steel wool in the gaps between the 
plumbing and the floor or wall. 
Inspect all wall and floor plumbing 
junctures of washers, dryers, 
dishwashers, behind toilets and 
under sinks for any little gap that 
can be stuffed with steel wool. Rats 
will not gnaw on steel wool to try 
and gain access. Steel wool is sold 
at hardware stores or online and 
can be purchased in rolls, chunks 
or pads.
Keep any fruit or vegetables grown 
in the garden harvested before 
the overripe fruit/veggies fall to 
the ground. Clear away any fruit 
that has fallen to the ground. Do 
not leave cat or dog food out at 
night. Food products left outdoors 
attracts mice and rats. 
Clear away dead and piled up 
leaves from underneath and 
around foliage, against the fence, 
garage, house, spa, deck, BBQ and 
behind or around anything stored, 
or not regularly used, just sitting 
in the yard. Rats and mice will use 
a debris pile as a nest or use the 
material to make a nest nearby. 
You certainly don’t want to deter 
the opossums since they will eat 
the rats and mice.
Leslie

Q: I am a licensed rehabber in 
Oregon. We are not allowed to 

rehab and release opossums here, 
but we are permitted to have one 

as an Ambassador & just 
lost our 3 year old male. 
Yesterday we received 
a juvenile, 6” nose to 

rump, that was thin, rain soaked 
and cold. He’s now dry, de-fleaed, 
warm, and eating the juvenile 
formula recommended by Wildlife 
Center of Virginia (I just took 
their online opossum course a few 
weeks ago). What they didn’t tell 
me though, was how often should 
a juvenile eat? He weighs only 
110 grams; last night ate about 
5 grams food, so far today, hasn’t 
eaten. Suggestions? Thank you for 
any help!

A: Hello Liz,
 I’ll send you our Orphan Care 

Diet. At 100 grams, he should be 
weaned. I don’t know what the 
WCV formula is, but you can see 
on our page 3 about the portions 
the opossum should be consuming 
. Also at this point, it may refuse 
milk replacer formula, because 
it should be on solid food. I’ve 
formula fed babies for weeks until 
one day they turn their heads up 
and away from the syringe, as if 
to say “I’m not a baby anymore, 
I don’t need formula.” Totally 
skipped the formula/gruel mix 
stage.  It should eat and eliminate 
every day. At weaning age, you 
should be feeding it once, at night, 
just before it arises from sleep. If in 
the morning all the food is gone, 
put a little more in the bowI the 
next night. It should not be getting 
up to eat during the day and will 
eat a little more each night as it 
grows. It won’t overeat at this 
age. Put out enough so that only 
a little bit is left in the morning, 
and dump that so it won’t get up 
to eat during the day.
You shouldn’t need to weigh 
it every day, you can tell if it’s 
flourishing. When it doesn’t eat or 
doesn’t go potty, then you need to 
go back to closely monitoring it.
Leslie

Return Response:

Thank you Leslie for all your help 
and information. The little guy has 
perked up considerably already, 
now that he is dry, warm and 
hydrated. 
Return Comment:

I just wanted to clarify one 
thing; babies won’t overeat, 
captive adults will. Babies have 
an enormous growth rate and 
they consume what is needed to 
accomplish this, you don’t need to 
restrict them. 
Since you mentioned you’re 
allowed education opossums, 
captive opossums over 9 months of 
age should be placed on the highest 
protein maintenance dog food you 
can find. Captive opossums don’t 
understand they don’t need to 
store fat for their foraging activity 
each night. The females will store 
fat in preparation for their first 
litter; things that don’t happen in 
captivity.  They will get obese. Fat 
tails and fat accumulation behind 
their eyes that start making their 
eyes look crossed. Males carry 
their fat mostly in their chest 
area and are not as obvious in 
their obesity. I can always tell a 
captive opossum in a stock photo 
by its crossed eyes.
You should have an exercise 
wheel or some other enrichment 
that burns off their calories, but 
that still won’t be as much as 
they would burn in the wild. You 
need to restrict their diet; 90% 
maintenance dog chow, 10% 
everything else; fruit veggies, eggs 
+ shell, yogurt, fish, uncooked 
chicken with bone, etc.
Leslie

https://urbanwildliferesearchproject.com/rodenticide-impacts-and-alternatives/
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HOW TO ATTRACT OPOSSUMS TO YOUR PROPERTY continued from page 1

Water is precious to all life forms, so leave out a bowl of water 
near the food. As with bird feeders and bird baths, make sure 
you keep the feeding area clean and water bowl changed out so 
that mosquitoes don’t utilize it for laying eggs.

Opossums are transient, staying 2-3 days in the same den site, 
then moving on. They may keep you in their rotation of den sites 
if you have a suitable hiding place for them during the day. A 
large empty, overturned flowerpot, with the large opening facing 
a fence or edifice will do nicely. Sometimes a large pile of leaves is 
where they’ll sleep. BBQs, under patio or spa decking, recessed, 
ground level light structures, behind benches, in log piles, behind 

anything stacked against 
the house or in the yard. 
They may sleep in a tree, 
or in thick brush; they 
are as arboreal as they 
are terrestrial. They have 
been found in vehicles 
parked for a while, or 
anywhere in your garage 
they can crawl into and 
conceal themselves.

Especially to those of you 
who have acreage, contact 
your nearest wildlife 
rehabilitation facility and 
volunteer your property 
for release of opossums 

ready to go back into the wild. Hopefully they will come out 
and evaluate your property and you can come to an agreement 
of where, when and how many opossums during a season would 
be released on your property. Keep in mind, opossums are 
transient, so they will disperse themselves after they hang around 
a while. In the meantime, you will have opossums on your 
property which may, in turn, make the area opossums to stop 
by and find out why your place is such a popular hangout. Scroll 
through the donation page on this Humane Society of the United 
States webpage, locate your state, then call the nearest wildlife 
rehabilitation facility to you: https://www.humanesociety.org/
resources/how-find-wildlife-rehabilitator

Some organizations may ask to release other species on your 
property. Consider what all species you would allow and be sure 
to quiz the volunteer on what the needs and habits are of any 
other species before you decide.

If you have horses stabled nearby and barn cats, be well-versed on 
Equine Protozoal Myloencephalitis (EPM) and the opossum’s role 
in passing the parasite. EPM is caused by the parasite Sarcocystis 

neurona. The life cycle of S. neurona is well described. In order 
to complete its life cycle this parasite needs two hosts, a definitive 
and an intermediate. In the laboratory, raccoons, cats, armadillos, 
skunks, and sea otters have been shown to be intermediate hosts. 
The opossum is the definitive host of the disease, passing the 
parasite through feces. Horses contract EPM from contaminated 
feed or water. There is a drug that can help a horse with the disease 
in early stage. The best preventative is proper food storage for 
the horse, so the food container is not used as a toilet by other 
animals. A short overview is on Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Equine_protozoal_myeloencephalitis

Feral and domestic cats seem to have no problem with being in 
the same yard or eating out of the same dish as adult opossums. 
Baby or juvenile opossums just out on their own frequently fall 
prey to cats. It is a well-trained or rare dog that doesn’t consider 
an opossum coming into the yard as a violation of their territory. 
If you are trying to attract opossums into your yard, it’s not fair 
to the opossum, nor to your dog if the opossum’s presence causes 
your dog to bark incessantly and you cannot control your dog.

Consider all the above before taking measures to specifically 
encourage increased wildlife traffic into your yard. Opossums 
provide a great benefit to both the urban yard (cleaning up 
destructive bugs and rodents) and in the rural yard (scarfing up 
disease-carrying ticks and rodents). If your property is 15 years 
or older, there’s probably enough mature foliage/concealment 
to already have opossum traffic on your property. Enjoy North 
America’s only native marsupial!

Leslie Bale

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equine_protozoal_myeloencephalitis
https://www.humanesociety.org/resources/how-find-wildlife-rehabilitator
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Leptospirosis is a disease caused by 
infection with Leptospira bacteria. These 
bacteria can be found worldwide in soil 
and water. There are many strains of 
Leptospira bacteria that can cause disease. 
Leptospirosis is a zoonotic disease, which 
means it can be spread from animals to 
people. Infection in people can cause 
flu-like symptoms and can cause liver or 
kidney damage. In the United States, most 
cases of human leptospirosis result from 
recreational activities involving being in 
water.

The bacteria is spread from contaminated 
water (from an infected animal’s urine 
or feces) or contaminated soil. It’s not as 
likely to be transmitted from direct contact 
with an animal carrying the bacteria.  

The Leptospira spirochete infection occurs 
mainly in subtropical, tropical, and wet 
environments. Leptospira spirochetes are 
most prevalent in marshy/muddy areas 
with stagnant surface water. Heavily 
irrigated pastures are also common 

sources of infection. The infection rate 
for domestic pets has been increasing in 
the U.S. And Canada, with infections 
occurring most commonly in the fall 
season. 

All mammals are susceptible, including 
opossums, which may also drink water 
contaminated by another and could 
pass on the bacteria through their own 
eliminations. The bacteria is commonly 
carried by not only wildlife, but most 
domestic and livestock species, including 
cattle, goats, horses. 

There is no Leptospirosis vaccine for horses 
or humans. There is a vaccine for dogs, but 
it is not currently required in the USA; it 
is recommended for dogs that are mostly 
kept outdoors. Cats typically come into 
contact with the Leptospira bacteria in 
infected soil or mud, from drinking or 
being in contaminated water, or from 
coming into contact with urine from 
an infected animal. This last method of 
contact might take place in the wild. Cats 

that live near wooded areas, or cats that 
live on or near farms are at a higher risk of 
contracting the bacteria. Also at increased 
risk are cats that have spent time around 
other animals, as in kennels. Otherwise, 
because most cat breeds do not spend a 
lot of time near water, infection of the 
Leptospira spirochete is rare in cats.

Treatment for leptospirosis would be fluid 
therapy (for the rapid dehydration that 
occurs) and an antibiotic regimen.

The distribution of leptospirosis in the 
USA is covered in this 2017 article: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/
article/pii/S109002331730059X  

To check what emerging diseases are 
currently occurring in the U.S., you can 
always search on the U.S. Geological 
Survey site https://www.usgs.gov/
centers/nwhc/science/emerging-wildlife-
diseases which currently does not mention 
leptospirosis. 

LEPTOSPIROSIS

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S109002331730059X
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/nwhc/science/emerging-wildlife-diseases
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Note:  We print these select questions we receive 
without grammatical corrections. Grammatic 
scrutiny is applied to our responses.

Q: I found a mother opossum 
dead, but 3 babies were still 

alive. No rehabs near me are open. 
They are able to crawl around. 
Their eyes are open and they are 
starting to show teeth growing in. I 
have tried syringe feeding but they 
refuse. I need some advice on how to 
care for them until I can get them 
to a rehab. Thank you in advance.
Deja

A: Hello Deja,
Attached is our Orphan Care 

Diet Sheet and growth chart to 
help you determine their age by 
their size. Thank you so much for 
taking this on. If they are still 
at the formula age; they can be 
fed Esbilac, KMR or Goat’s milk, 
you don’t have to order the Fox 
Valley formula. Good luck. they 
really have a strong will to survive 
and grow up so fast that you 
don’t have to invest many weeks 
in their care. In desperate times, 
I’ve done a soft release in the yard 
they were found in without the 
two week buffer to adjust to the 
outdoors. They are hard-wired 
with the information they need, 
don’t need to be tutored by Mom.
Leslie
Return Response:

Thank you so much for replying! 
The chart is very helpful! They 
seem to be about 70 days old. I 
bought some esbilac this morning 
when I found them. They will 
swallow the pedialyte. When I 
put a droplet at their mouth via 
syringe they will not open. When 
they do open their mouth I have 
attempted to put a drop in their 
mouth but they just let it set there. 
They do not swallow and it usually 
just drips out the edges of their 
mouths. They are very active and 

feisty though, so I don’t 
think it’s from weakness. I 
read that they can’t smell 
their mother, so they may 

refuse until they realise it is there 
only source of food. I don’t know if 
this is true or not. I apologize for 
writing a book but I just want the 
best for them. Thank you so much 
for you’re help. 
Sincerely, Deja 
Return Answer:

Wrap them securely in a cloth 
while feeding, tucking in their tail 
and feet. Pull the cloth back enough 
where they have a little “hoodie” 
over their eyes, but you can still see 
the target, their mouth. Usually 
they will eat better if they feel all 
secure and not looking up into the 
eyes of a predator. Try watering 
down the Pedialyte, or just giving 
plain water. They are scared. They 
know you don’t smell like Mom, 
but you’re right, hunger, thirst, 
the will to survive will kick in. 
Thank you for attempting this.
Leslie
Another Return Question:

UPDATE: They have successfully 
been accepting the pedialyte 
since about 11 last night. BUT, 
they have only urinated. No poop 
whatsoever. Should I start feeding 
them esbilac soon or wait? I don’t 
want to starve them to death since 
it took them so long to accept the 
pedialyte. I found them around 
7 yesterday morning. Thank you 
again. 
Deja
Responding Answer:

After 24 hours of hydrating, start 
watered down formula, gradually 
increasing strength. If they start 
taking the formula, then balk 
when you cut back on the dilution, 
go back to the watered down 
version they were taking readily 
for 24 hours, then try a more 
concentrated mix.
If they were really dehydrated, 

you may not see poop for a couple 
of days, and typically only once a 
day. By licking each other in the 
pouch or bedding you’re keeping 
them in, they may stimulate 
each other to urinate. Check, or 
sniff their bedding for urine and 
change as needed.
Leslie
Another Question:

Thank you so much. I’ve been 
feeding them every 3-4 hours and 
they are only taking about 0.5 to 
1 cc per setting. Is this normal? 
Deja
Return Answer:

That’s about right. Give them as 
much as they will take, they won’t 
overeat. Their intake per feeding 
could vary drastically.
When they turn their snout up 
and away, or burrow backwards 
into the cloth you’re holding them 
in, they are done for that feeding.
If they seem bloated from not 
passing feces or urine, that could 
make them eat less.
Buy some canned pumpkin (NOT 
pumpkin pie filling) and dip the 
tip of the syringe or nipple into 
the canned pumpkin and let them 
lick about 1/8 tsp off per day until 
they start pooping once a day.
Leslie

Q: A fellow rehabilitator has 
said she plans to tube feed 

less than 20gm baby opossums by 
leaving the tube in the stomach 
and using surgical glue at the 
mouth to fix the tube in place. I 
am interested in knowing if this 
has become norm or whether it 
has been adopted by some rehab 
facilities as of late. I myself do not 
use this method and will remain 
with removing the tube and 
re-inserting it at each feeding. 
Leaving the tube in seems risky 
at best but perhaps you can shed 
more light on the practice.
Suzann

FROM THE POUCH

Continued on page 12
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FROM THE POUCH continued from page 10

A: Absolutely DO NOT EVER 
glue a feeding tube into a 

baby opossum.
1.  It creates an open portal for bacteria 

to get directly into the opossum.

2. The glue will cause injury and 
perhaps infection to the opossum’s 
lips

3. If tube-feeding, the opossum must 
be measured nose-stomach, with the 
tube and new hashmarks placed on 
the tube on how far it takes to reach 
the opossum’s stomach. In a couple 
of days, the tube will be too short and 
formula will be fed directly into the 
opossum’s lungs, aspirate and kill it.

Leslie

Q: We have caught an orphan 
opossum in a trap. The mother 

was found a day or two ago. If we 
need to release it, just let us know. 
I have a picture if you need it to 
see if it is able to be on its own 
yet.
Angela

A: It is not quite old enough to 
be on its own yet.

Try to locate the nearest small 
mammal rehabilitator in your 
state via this website:
h t t p s : / / w w w. h u m a n e s o c i e t y. o r g /
resources/how-find-wildlife-rehabilitator

Meanwhile, I’ll attach our Orphan 
Care diet, she or he will be on 

the chow at this 
age, don’t worry 
about the formula 
anymore. I would 

say the opossum is about 3 ½ - 4 
months old. They do grow fast at 
this age.
Leslie

Q: I am working under a licensed 
rehabilitation facility and am 

fostering 6 opossums. They are 
around 4-5 months of age.
I have mistakenly transitioned 
them from formula to solids with 
canned cat food and calcium 
powder. I am working on getting 
them to eat vegetable baby foods. 
I try to mix in fresh vegetables but 
they hardly eat any of the baby 
food at all. What is your advice 
on how to transition them to a 
healthier diet.
Thank you in advance.
Lauren 
Kentucky

A: I am sending you our Orphan 
Care Diet.

Getting them to eat vegetables is 
hard. I’ve had litter after litter 
who refused vegetables and upon 
release, went to the nearest plant 
and started chomping on it.
The most successful way I’ve 
found is to mix the vegetables 
in a blender, then soak them in 
low-sodium chicken broth, drain 
off the excess broth, and mix the 
veggies into their solid food. I 
have also made them a vegetable 
omelet once or twice a week, 
again with finally 
chopped or blended 
vegetables, because 
they will pick the egg 
from around larger 
vegetable pieces.
Leslie

Q: We are trying 
to have 5 baby 

opossums removed 
from our apartment 

complex but our local animal 
control will not remove them 
from the property. Do you have 
any suggestions on how to safely 
remove them or a company that 
does so?

A: Hello Katy,
Unless a demolition is 

imminent, there is really no need 
to remove opossums. They are 
transient and solitary and will 
widely disburse themselves into 
the environment about 3-4 weeks 
after Mom kicks them out on 
their own. They usually disburse 
one at a time. You may see them 
come back to forage for insects 
or snails, but they keep moving 
around. You could research a Pest 
Control company (there are some 
on our website) and see who will 
safely remove them for a fee, or 
you could just wait, they’ll start 
disappearing, and that costs 
nothing. 
Most states don’t allow the 
relocation of wildlife unless they 
are injured, orphaned or trapped 
somewhere.
Leslie
Return Comment:

Ok that all makes sense now! 
Thank you so much for getting 
back to me so quickly!
Katy

Q: I have 2 juvenile opossums in 
my yard. They are about 10” 

long. They both appear to be in 
good health and are eating. Not 
sure what but they are munching 

Continued on page 13

https://www.humanesociety.org/resources/how-find-wildlife-rehabilitator
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on something they found. How 
long do I let them live in my yard 
before I call a wildlife specialist. It’s 
been 2 days since I noticed them 
around 9pm exploring the rest of 
the yard. Should I be worried, I 
have a blind dog who is almost an 
opossum herself (she retreats with 
dander and goes to sleep after 
any excitement). I have caged off 
part of my yard to the dog but 
the opossums can come and go 
freely past the fenced in parts. 
Please advise, as I don’t want to 
remove them myself.
Dean

A: Hello Dean,
At 10”, they are removing 

themselves each morning and 
finding a place to sleep. You may 
think an opossum is living in 
your yard when actually they are 
amazingly punctual in keeping a 
foraging route, hitting each yard 
at the same time each night, 
then maybe again on their return 
trip to pick one of their many 
earmarked spots to sleep during 
the day for 2-3 days, then they 
rotate sleeping spots, but are 
punctual on their rounds scarfing 
up insects (crickets, June bugs, 
cockroaches, beetles, snails, left 
out pet food, rotten fallen fruit 
AND they will eat rats and mice. 
Anything that doesn’t eat them.
I wouldn’t waste my money on 
a pest control company who will 
charge you to set out and check 
traps. Many will just release the 
opossum elsewhere. But, another 
opossum may move in if you still 
have insects at night for them to 
munch on.
Leslie
Return Response:

Thank you so much for your 
reply. I have been watching (from 
a distance) each night and they 
seem to be snacking and sleeping 
until the morning sun wakes them 

up and they 
scurry to find 
another hole to 
crawl into until 

night time. I would never call a 
pest control person to get rid 
of them but I hope they find a 
better place to sleep before they 
get bigger than my dog. The 
older ones that occasionally stroll 
through my yard are at least 30 
lbs and can get quite aggravated 
when I encounter them. Luckily 
they just pass through on their 
way to better feeding places. 
Thanks again for your help.
Dean
Return Answer:

I would say those opossums look 
just about 6 ½ - 7 inches and are 
most likely on their own.
Leslie

Q: Subject: Injured mother 
possum

My dog got after a possum. Didn’t 
kill her and left her alone. Next 
day alive but hasn’t moved. Looks 
like about 5 babies in pouch adopt 
4 inches long. Feel terrible. Want 
to help. Please advise.
Ryan

A. Ryan, 
Use the below site, scroll 

through the donation popup, 
and locate your state and look 
for the nearest small mammal 
rehabilitator. Sometimes they 
don’t answer the telephone 
directly because they are taking 
care of other animals. Make 
sure you tell them you have an 
INJURED MOTHER OPOSSUM 
WITH BABIES IN YOUR YARD 
FOR TWO DAYS NOW.
If you can, while moving slow and 
talking softly, place a water dish 
two feet in front of her, as low 
a profile as possible. An injury 
and babies nursing will dehydrate 
her quickly. Water is much more 
important than food at this point.

h t t p s : / / w w w. h u m a n e s o c i e t y. o r g /
resources/how-find-wildlife-rehabilitator

Leslie

Q: I’m a licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator, and I rescue 

all non-rabies vector native 
mammals, including opossums. 
However, I have not had any luck 
at all - except for my first year of 
beginner’s luck - raising opossums, 
and after this latest group, I will 
no longer be accepting opossums 
until I can figure out what is going 
wrong. So I’m sending this as an 
SOS to experienced rehabilitators 
in your group to see if anyone 
would be willing to help me. I 
need to sort through the variables 
and try to get at the bottom of 
what is happening. If any of your 
members are vets who might be 
willing to talk to me, I can describe 
the symptoms. Thank you!
Lee

A: Hello Lee,
I have a vet I can put you in 

touch with, but sometimes it’s 
the rehabbers with their hands 
on/daily observation of opossums 
that figure out solutions prior to 
the vets.
Your problem doesn’t have to do 
with opossums not thriving/dying 
while they are on formula, does it? 
Many rehabbers had this problem 
last year, it was all the talk at the 
2019 NWRA symposium and we 
came up with what the problem 
was and what the solution would 
be.
Leslie
Return Comment:

I feel like I have three variables. 
First is, I have no incubator. I 
WILL NOT ever take any more 
opossums until I can afford an 
incubator. I had multiple heating 
pads on them, above and below 
and it felt warm but not too hot - 
still, I must eliminate this variable.
Second, I have tried a variety of 

FROM THE POUCH continued from page 12

Continued on page 14
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FROM THE POUCH continued from page 13

formulas with different opossums 
and I have the same problem: fox 
valley; goat milk; and an all animal 
milk replacer. I’m trying to think 
back to the batch of opossums in 
which I was successful - I used 
Esbilac on them. This group was 
rescued by a citizen and fed with 
an all-animal milk replacer, so 
I decided to keep them on that, 
and I gave some yogurt probiotics. 
I’m now down to one opossum 
and I’m desperate.
Next issue is I read that if opossums 
nursed on their dead mom (these 
did), then the problem may be that 
I should be giving them antibiotics. 
I have not done that - could 
that be the problem? Maybe the 
successful opossums I had in the 
past hadn’t nursed on their dead 
mom…. These guys I managed to 
keep alive for two nights before 
the next day, they all just died. 
I also tried something I’d never 
tried before (not that it makes a 
difference) - I mixed an egg yolk 
in their formula. But I didn’t do 
this for last year’s opossums, and 
they still died.
So I want to know PRECISELY 
what formula to feed - Esbilac, 
Fox Valley, boiled goat milk, all-
animal replacer. These little ones 
were approx 8-9 weeks old - fully 
furred, eyes opened, whiskers, but 
very tiny.
Also, something odd: they were 
very thin when I got them, but 
I was told that they were still 
nursing on the mom and “she’s 
getting cold.” So why weren’t 
they well-fed with their mom???
Thank you! I love them, and I sadly 
buried them under my favorite 
tree, but I want live opossums next 
time. What on earth am I doing 
wrong? I’m very successful with 
squirrels, chipmunks, woodchucks, 
etc. But perhaps they are easy.
Lee

Answer to Lee:

R e m e m b e r , 
opossums are 
much less 

developed at birth than other 
mammals, they must continue 
developing in the pouch. Depending 
on the age we get them, they are 
the equivalent of not been born 
yet of other mammal species.
We have instructions how to build 
your own waterbator (incubator) 
on our website:
https://opossumsocietyus.org/critter-
care-waterbator/

If their tails are becoming dry and 
flakey, then they need humidity. 
If you don’t have an incubator, 
there are other rudimentary 
ways to add humidity which are 
mentioned in our Orphan Care 
Handbook. It can be as simple as 
a lidded glass jar of hot water or 
a washcloth soaked in hot water, 
frequently changed and kept at 
the far end of the den box/pouch 
where the opossum are housed.
As far as warmth, you must make 
sure it’s not too warm and a small 
part of the sleeping pouch is off 
the heat, so they can migrate 
off the heat if they wish. This is 
particularly important when 
they are getting older. It is also a 
sure way of determining they no 
longer need supplemental heat, if 
the whole litter has migrated off 
the heating pad and are sleeping 
in the section of the box or den 
box NOT on the heat, you can 
remove the heating pad.
A team of wildlife rehabilitators 
studied all the opossum 
formulas.  This is hard to do 
because manufacturers keep 
changing their formulas and 
the grade of ingredients they 
use. Manufacturers will say no 
ingredients have changed, but 
they can change to a cheaper 
material or less soluable fat which 
may cause problems. It was also 
noted that the water heated to 
dissolve the formula drops 30 
degrees immediately upon adding 

to the powder. This decrease in 
temperature greatly increases the 
time it takes for the formula to 
dissolve where it can be assimilated 
by the opossum and receive full 
benefit of the nutrients.
Many rehab centers are mixing 
their formulas the night before, 
to continue dissolving in the 
refrigerator overnight, to be heated 
and fed for the first time in the 
morning.  We have also increased 
the optimum temperature of the 
water to 165-175 degrees before 
adding the formula powder to 
kick start the dissolving process. 
We recommend purchasing 
a cheap water temperature 
gauge to measure your water 
temp. Tests have also shown the 
formula actually tastes better 
to the opossum after 3 days, so 
discarding formula after 24 hours 
has been abandoned (as long as 
you keep it refrigerated and only 
heat up what you’re going to use 
for a feeding, and NEVER add 
unused heated formula from a 
feeding back into the “mother 
container.”
I wouldn’t use antibiotics on 
babies, it tears up their digestive 
system and invariably gives them 
diarrhea within 48 hours. I use 
Homeopathy. For babies who have 
suckled on dead mother’s milk, I 
give them each a drop of dissolved 
Arsenicum Album (available at 
natural foods stores, vitamin shops 
and many grocery stores now 
have a homeopathics aisle) ONCE. 
If the mother opossum was found 
dead with no apparent trauma, 
I will suspect poisoning and I will 
dose all the babies, ONCE with the 
homeopathic Belladonna. 
Adding an egg yolk to the formula 
is fine.
Keep in mind, pinkies are the 
hardest to save. Not because they 
don’t have immunities or gut 
fauna, Mom delivers that to them 
in her milk the first 48 hours of 
their life. They should have a good 

Continued on page 15
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chance to be saved at 25 grams, pretty much a slam 
dunk at 40 grams. Under that gram weight, very 
hard, very discouraging and a lot of tears.
We use Fox Valley because it’s not a big corporation 
and they are consistent in their sourcing of ingredients 
for the formula. But I believe any formula can be 
plugged in, if we get the preparation right.
Leslie Bale

Q: Subject: reuniting mom with baby that fell off 
mother

Two reputable sources have two different answers 
to this question: Can you try reuniting a baby with 
mother opossum - baby fell off mother. thanks!
Pam

A: Yes, you can try. If the mother left the area, 
she will be back in exactly 24 hours after she 

dropped the baby. Watch for her at that time, and 
slowly, quietly, approach the Mom with the baby 
and set the baby down once you get within about 6 
feet of her. The baby will start “choo-chooing” and 
the mother will click for it to come to her.
While waiting for the Mom to return, bring the baby 
in, keep it warm, and maybe even try to give it some 
water until the clock rolls around to the 24 hour 
mark. Do not try to feed the baby. It won’t hurt 
it to go without food for 24 hours, but hydration 
is important. The baby will not like being removed 
from the warmth you were keeping it in, so it will 
start vocalization its displeasure pretty quick. I’ve 
done it myself, and two others have had it happen 
this way. If the baby has been separated over 24 
hours, you’ll need to get it to a wildlife rehabilitator. 
Mom may come back on successive 24 hour marks, 
but she knows the chances of her baby being alive 
diminish greatly after 24 hours exposure.
Leslie

Here is a fun way to help opossums. Combine your two favorite 
hobbies - shopping and opossums! Visit our online gift catalog. 
Follow the links to some great shopping sites such as smile.
amazon.com and iGive.com. Buy books, videos, music, 
toys, gifts and lots more! Every purchase you make helps the 
opossums. OSUS receives a portion of every purchase. So 
Spend! Spend! Spend! After all, it is for a good cause! Tell your 

friends! Remember, you must access smile.amazon.com and iGive.com from the LINKS on the OSUS webpage in order for 
us to get credit for your purchase. Do not go directly to Amazon or iGive.

This year the CCWR 
Annual Symposium 
will be hosted 
virtually. With the 
current pandemic your 
Board of Directors 
determined that it 
would be unsafe to 

host our usual in-person gathering. The 2020 Symposium will stream live 
over 1 to 2 days and will consist of a variety of topics from songbird care 
to habitat gardening to compassionate objectivity and others! All handouts 
will be available online for a limited period of time after the Symposium 
for those that registered for the event. Our theme "We are all connected" 
is more important than ever. The Board wants to keep us all in touch and 
support one another during this difficult time. Please be on the lookout 
for when registration opens! 

Registration – Opens September 1st, 2020
Symposium Dates – November 7th and 8th, 2020
Cost – FREE! to CCWR members, $45 for non-members
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