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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Greetings from the new base in Yukon, Oklahoma for the Opossum Society of California, doing business as The Opossum 
Society of the United States (OSUS). I officially transferred my California Department of Fish & Wildlife permit over to 
my longest tenured satellite, and current Vice-President of OSUS, Tammy Williams in Yucaipa, California. As soon as we 

get everything unpacked here, cages set up and new runs built, I plan to apply for my state of Oklahoma wildlife rehabilitation 
license. I will still be overseeing the California, along with the nationwide operations of OSUS.

I’m excited because we will be better able to serve the membership and injured and orphaned opossums by operating out of 
Oklahoma.  The Post Office is open 24/7, not closed after hours like all the southern California Post Offices started doing a 
couple of years ago. We will be able to store OSUS supplies right on the five-acre property we bought, instead of OSUS paying 
monthly rentals for storage. What I didn’t pack in a POD to use 
here, we donated to Wetlands and Wildlife Care Center of Orange 
County, and they were happy to be the beneficiary. I had a long 
talk with their Director, Lisa Peronne, and we realized we were 
absolutely on the same page about mixing opossum formula up 
the night before to allow it to dissolve completely before feeding 
the babies the next morning.

Although the California Council for Wildlife Rehabilitators has 
canceled their symposium for 2020, I remain an individual member, 
as well as OSUS being an organizational member and I plan to 
attend California symposiums in the future. I also wish to continue 
attending the National Wildlife Rehabilitation Association’s annual 
symposium and International Wildlife Rehabilitators Association 
training, both of which I am an individual member and OSUS is 
an organizational member and have been for decades. I hope to 
re-connect with all the wildlife rehabilitators I’ve come to know 
at these educational venues.

So far, I have been pleasantly surprised by 
the reaction of people when they ask about 
the opossum T-shirts I’m wearing. Opossums 
definitely have some people here that think 
they are really cool animals. I can’t wait to get 
even more people thinking positively about 
opossums and involved in their care.

My husband, Gary, is happy because we got out 
of California. Hope to get visitors here!

Leslie Bale
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Note:  We print these select Internet questions 
we receive without grammatical corrections. 
Grammatic scrutiny is applied to our responses.

Q: I know that people shouldn’t 
have wild animals as pets, 

honestly, if I got my hands on 
one I’d want to keep him too. A 
friend has/had a baby possum, 
her dog brought Otis to her. 
Today a game warden seized him, 
is there something she can do, 
get a permit, get certified, to get 
Its back? This is a very capable 
woman who is around animals 
daily, she researched food, he’s 
lovely and healthy, I have photos.
Thank you for your consideration, 
Rachel

A: I’m sorry, once an animal is 
seized as part of an ongoing 

investigation, it remains evidence 
and is not returned. Hopefully the 
state this occurred in will find a 
place where the opossum can be 
an exhibit animal, or be released 
back into the environment. 
I will tell you that one has to really 
do something obvious, or commit 
a crime that instigated a search 
of one’s premise, for a game 
warden to become involved. Game 
wardens don’t go out looking for 
opossum violations, it’s normally 
a result of discovery during other 
crimes being investigated, or a 
complaint filed by another party.
Leslie

Q: Hello thereI am not sure if 
you will be able to answer 

today but it seems we have a very 
large Opossum that looks dead 

but after reading your webpage - 
may not be.....I am just wondering 
if I should leave him/her alone as 
suggested on your webpage or if 
I should call Animal Control? We 
have no dogs - just an inquisitive 
cat who I am hoping has not 
attacked it - Any suggestions on 
what we should we do would be 
welcome - the possum however 
is quite a substantial size! One 
more question - can Opossums 
climb cinder block walls as most 
of our walls are like that and am 
interested how it made it into our 
yard..
Thank you for your time!
Amanda 

A: When an opossum is 
startled, it can remain in a 

coma-like state for 40 mins to 4 
hours. Opossums can easily scale 
a block wall fence but the larger 
ones can’t support their own body 
weight for long and usually need 
some assist like a vine, plant or 
an object near the fence to aid its 
ascent/descent. 
It’s hard to describe, but an 
opossum playing ‘possum still has 
some elasticity in its skin, the 
skin will depress slightly when 
poked with a broomstick. A dead 
opossum gets rigor mortis very 
quickly, it would be hard to the 
touch of a broomstick.
I’d call animal control. By the time 
they get there, the opossum will 
have either recovered and moved 
off or be even more dead.
Leslie

Q: Subject: winter white 
opossum or skunk

We saw what we thought was a 
white skunk at night during the 
Winter in our yard in Maine. But 
after following its tracks the next 
morning in the 4 inch light snow, 
they look more like a possum’s 
footprint with the wide rear foot 
thumb print and star like 5 fingers 

of the front paw. There were no 
signs of a tail print but the first 
morning there were signs of belly 
dragging. The next few mornings 
showed new prints but no belly 
or tail signs in the harder snow. 
Also, there appeared to be nail 
prints .Do some opossums appear 
whiter? could the stripe that we 
saw have been babies on its back 
or is this too early? It appears 
to come out every day this week 
and walk around at night. Temps 
are 20’s at night and 30’s in the 
day. We found a den with only 
1 set of tracks at the base of a 
tree stump. We thought it was a 
skunk and once smelled a skunk , 
but we may have both around our 
property. Thanks for your help. 
We can show you pictures of scat 
and foot prints in the deep snow.

A: Hello Holly,

Yes, I would love to see the 
pictures of the tracks and scat, 
although opossums and skunks eat 
about the same things. Opossum 
footprints are distinctive with the 
wide, opposable thumbs on the 
back foot.
There are several reasons why the 
opossum could appear white:
1. An albino opossum
2. A leucistic opossum
3. An opossum with hair loss
Possibly, but not likely in the 
middle of Winter, from babies 
clinging to the back and riding
Flea infestation (again, not likely 
in Winter).
Some other parasite causing hair 
loss
An opossum has pretty much 
pure white, soft hair underneath 
the light - dark gray - black 
guard hairs that grow longer and 

Continued on page 3
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cover up the white. If you were 
to hold an opossum and brush its 
hair backwards towards its head, 
you would expose all the white. 
Sometimes, after an opossum 
grooms itself, the licking and 
combing with their feet lays their 
hair backwards and they look like 
they have white streaks of hair 
until the guard hairs fall back into 
place.
Leslie

Q: Subject: Mexican Possum

I know a rehabber in Texas who 
got in an enormous mostly black 
possum that was said to be a 
Mexican opossum... is that just a 
Virginia opossum from Mexico or 
a different species?
Valerie

A: The common opossum is 
found in Mexico and Central 

America and the southern borders 
of Texas. The common opossum is 
more arboreal than terrestrial, 
have longer tails (with the tail 
pigment extending further down 
the tail) and longer rear limbs. 
Their face looks like a Virginia 
opossum (USA opossum) that was 
rooting around in soot. They aren’t 
as mellow as Virginia opossums.
Common opossum picture:

Q: I enjoyed a visit by a possum 
to my bird feeder one recent 

night. She was on top of the 
chain link fence around my back 
yard at my eye level. She seemed 
unperturbed at my interruption 
of her foray to the feeder that 
is mounted on the fence. I spoke 
softly as I refilled the feeder, 
then took time to just enjoy her. 
Not once did she hiss or show 
teeth. But I noticed that when I 
moved around her, she would look 
directly at me for two or three 
seconds, then move her gaze and 
reorient a few degrees to my right 
or left. I guessed she was avoiding 
prolonged eye contact that might 
be seen as a challenge.
I would like to hear from others 
any thoughts about her orienting 
behavior. Thanks!
Dan

A: Hello Dan,

I made this short video clip 
explaining the opossum’s lack of 
depth perception. I always keep 
talking in a quiet voice when I 
go in my backyard at night so 
any opossum can easily tell my 
location and not be afraid:
https://opossumsocietyus.org/opossum-
head-motion-helps-depth-perception/ 

Q: I’m writing from a 
wildlife rehab center in 

Ontario, Canada and I’m 
looking for info regarding 
drug dosages in opossums. Do 
you know if there’s a reliable 
formulary for opossum meds? 
Thanks!
Amy

A: Hello Amy,
As you have probably 

already discovered, there’s no 

specific formulary for opossums. 
Our vets agree that a good rule 
of thumb is to use a cat dosage 
on opossums as they are a similar 
size.
We worked with a veterinarian 
and came up with a medication/
dosage/use list for opossums which 
I will send to you.
Leslie 
Return Comment:
Thank-you so much for your help! 
Amy, Veterinary Technician

Q: I was wondering, I have 
10 acres of woodland. The 

problem is lots of ticks. And no 
possums! Am I crazy thinking of 
having possums rehabbed and 
relocating on my land? There 
is a brook also. My land is in 
Massachusetts.
Paula

A: Hello Paula,

Wildlife rehabilitators are 
continually looking for good places 
to release rehabilitated animals 
within the parameters of what 
the law allows for their state. 
Opossums are transient, so a 
release on your property would 
not guarantee that they wouldn’t 
eventually wander farther afield. 
But, at least while they were 
there, they would be eating ticks! If 
your property is suitable, perhaps 
one or more rehab facilities could 
alternate releasing on your land 
at appropriate time intervals to 
allow for the more than likely 
self-dispersal. Please contact the 
rehabbers within two hours of you 
to see who could use your offer. 
Be patient for their return call, 
orphan opossum season just hit so 
they may be up to their ears in 

Continued on page 4
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baby opossums. If you don’t hear back, try 
again in 2-3 weeks, when the height of the 
season dies down and babies are ready to 
release: 
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/find-a-wildlife-
rehabilitator 
Leslie
Response to OSUS website:
We moved into a house by the woods 4 
months ago and every night we get the same 
possum coming in to my back yard. At first 
it was corn, but when it snowed I would cut 
up a couple oranges and apples so it would 
still have something to eat until the snow 
melted. I did this last night in the backyard, 
a while later I let my dog out the front yard 
and he ran right to the apples were, and 
the possum. I thought he was going to get 
attacked, but never did. They both stood out 
there eating together for about 30 minutes 
until I called my dog. What I saw wasnt what 
I always heard about possums, so of course I 
was curious. I will keep him around, from a 
distance, of course, since opossums arent the 
crazy, wild animals I always thought. I have 
a huge heart for all animals and this one is 
an animal I didn’t expect to win me over.

MAIL POUCH continued from page 3

OPOSSUMS IN THE NEWS
THE OPOSSUM’S ROLE IN PREVENTING PANDEMICS
https://therevelator.org/biodiversity-health-pandemics/

OPOSSUM IS THE CORRECT ANSWER ON A JEOPARDY QUESTION
Those of you watching the March 31, 2020 episode of Jeopardy probably already 
knew the answer to this question Alex Trebek read to the contestants, “Which 
marsupial is not likely to have rabies because their body temperature is too low?”

Second time within a week “possum” is the correct Jeopardy answer to the question 
of what it is called when someone is not responding when they are able to, they 
are said to be “playing what?”

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/find-a-wildlife-rehabilitator
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FROM THE POUCH

Q: Just a quick question. What 
age do you move the opies out 

of an incubator?
Thank you for all your helpful 
info! I will try to make my own 
incubator.
Jennifer

A: If we have an incubator to 
use, we move them out at 

about 75 grams. We still keep 
them on a heating pad, but only 
keeping the pad under half of 
their sleeping pouch. Once we 
find they are all sleeping on the 
unheated side of the pouch, we 
know they are thermoregulating 
on their own and we remove the 
heating pad.
Leslie

Q: Subject: Opossums in my 
construction yard.

Do you rescue/retrieve opossums? 
I have a mother and babies in the 
back of one of my trucks. I do not 
want to harm them. I am in Sun 
Valley, CA.
Dennis S. (Chip) Sterndahl
President
Sterndahl Enterprises, Inc.
818.834.8199 Phone
818.834.0288 Fax

A: Hello Chip,

Has a mother opossum bedded 
down for the day in an inoperative 
truck? They only sleep 2-3 days 
in the same place, then move on. 
They are transient.

If it's a truck you need to use 
today, have your local animal 
control pick them up and they 
usually have them ride around 
in their truck until dusk and let 
them loose in thick brush at the 
end of the day.
Return Response:
Thanks for responding. We have 
driven the truck a short distance 
to a wilderness area adjacent to 
the golf course next to us. We have 
backed the truck up close to bushes 
and left a trail of dog treats into 
the brush. At this point we have 
our fingers crossed that she will 
leave the cubby hole she found in 
the back of the truck.
Return Answer:
Great solution!
Remember, you can't really 
displace them. They will always 
have 5-6 den sites picked out, 
so if you disassemble the nest she 
created in the truck, she'll go to 
one of her alternate sites.
Leslie
Return Response:
The story continues… we checked 
on the truck several times 
yesterday and finally discovered 

she was gone so we brought 
it back to the yard. Upon 
return, we checked again 
while blocking the access 
and discovered she had 
moved to a different cubby 
in the back of the truck. 
So last night we tried the 

trash can trap and discovered not 
1, but 2 opossums in the can this 
morning. We took it to the same 
place as we had parked the truck, 
tipped the can, and they both ran 
to hide in the brush.
Chip

Return Answer:
They are SO stubborn, once they 
have found a place they want 
to add into their mental list of 
alternating den sites. Try to make 
it as open as possible, removing 
anything she pulled into the cubby 
to help conceal herself. Once it can 
no longer conceal her, she'll cross 
it off her list.
Thank you for caring enough to 
take extra steps to keep her safe 
and away from equipment you 
need to use.
Leslie

Q: Subject: Mother and very 
small babies in my yard.

I have dog and I am worried she 
will hurt the babies and the mother 
will injure the dog. If possible can 
someone pick-up them or give me 
some advise.
Thank You
Pamela 

A: Hello Pamela,
You can try to locate a wildlife 

rehabilitator near you at: 
h t t p s : / / w w w. h u m a n e s o c i e t y. o r g /
resources/how-find-wildlife-rehabilitator

Before the coronavirus lock down, 
most rehabbers would not go to 
a person's house to pick up an 
opossum. I don't know if you'll 
find any that will of the ones that 
are remaining open. Two other 
options:
1. Mother will not feel welcome in 
your yard. She will probably vacate 
your premises or hunker down in 
a secure spot to vacate once it 
becomes dark again and she feels 
she can move about unnoticed. 
For today, take your dog out on 
a leash in the backyard, visually 

Continued on page 6
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FROM THE POUCH continued from page 5

search anywhere the dog alerts 
on by pulling back foliage with a 
rake to take a peek. If you find 
her and she is accessible to go face 
to face with your dog, you could 
relegate the dog to leash visits to 
your yard today. She'll be gone 
after dark tonight, as long as you 
don't leave any dog food out, she 
will depart quickly.
2. You might call your local animal 
control and see if they would come 
pick her up and transport her to 
a heavy bush off premise to hide 
until night. They probably won't 
come out unless you have eyes on 
where she is. Mother opossum (or 
any opossum) will not take one 
foot towards your dog, unless 
your dog bites her face. She is all 
defense, no offense. She will jerk 
her neck forward, displaying all 
50 of her teeth, hiss and growl, 
which is usually quite effective 
in discouraging attacks. Thank 
you for taking the time to find a 
solution to the problem.

Q: I have a possum family living 
under my shed. The babies 

are still riding around on mom. I 
live in a residential neighborhood 
and would like to relocate them 
to a safer area before the babies 
spread. My dog hasn't caught one 
yet but he's trying. Does anyone 
provide this relocation service? 
Does this service cost? I live in 
Texas and just don’t want the 
possums to be killed by my dog or 
a neighbors dogs.
Thanks,
Brian

A: Hello Brian,

Great pics! Thank you. My Mom 
was born in Texas and she always 
told me about seeing mother 
opossums traveling around with 

opossums hanging onto her tail, 
but I have never seen it. Now I 
know why. Poor Mom, her hair 
loss is so extreme, the babies have 
nothing to grab onto to ride on her 
back. I've been to several wildlife 
rehabilitation conferences in Texas 
and 20 years ago I asked them 
what they do when opossums come 

in with fleas. They said opossums 
didn't get fleas when they came 
in from the wilderness, only from 
the city where they pick up cat 
fleas. I think that might not be the 
case nowadays. I think fleas are 
populating everywhere.
Yes, licensed wildlife removal 
companies charge a fee. 
You are right to try and relocate.  
Those babies won't all fit on her 
tail in a couple weeks and will 
be running behind her, easy 
pickings for dogs. But where are 
there not any outdoor dogs or 
cats to pick off the babies? Out 
in the wilderness there's more 
competition for less food, and its 
own set of predators afoot and 
nocturnal birds of prey.
If you can get hold of a wildlife 
rehab center, tell them you have 
pictures that show the mother 
has hair loss and the babies are 
only able to cling to her tail, 
maybe they might know a way 
to help, knowing the mother is 
compromised.
Leslie

Q: Subject: Small scruffy 
opossum in garage

Hello, there are two small 
opossums in my garage. They 
are able to come and go, but it 
seems they are staying. They are 
very very small, I would estimate 
somewhere around 7 inches, tail 
not included. I walked into tree 
garage and saw one up close and 
it's fur seems kind of patchy and 
some bald looking spots. Is it sick 
or is that normal? He seems to 
run fine. Should I be worried 
about my indoor cat, could I 
bring any disease that might 
stick to my clothes, etc?
Stacey

Continued on page 7
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FROM THE POUCH continued from page 6

A: In answer to your question, 
at 7", mom lets them go on 

their own. The litter remains 
together, a bit uncertain. A couple 
will usually immediately strike out 
on their own, while the rest hang 
together until they, one by one, 
venture out on their own, finally 
becoming the solitary, transient 
creatures they are. The process 
takes about 2 weeks. However, 
one or more of the siblings may 
earmark your garage as a possible 
place to sleep in the future as it 
alternates between the 6 or more 
den sites it picks out to stay for 
a couple of days, emerging each 
night to forage.
Hair loss is typically from flea 
infestation, an unfortunate 
consequence of the Opossums 
that live in a rural environment. 
Opossums who live in the woods 
don't get cat fleas. Yes, they are 
actually C. Felis, cat fleas. There 
are no species of opossum fleas.
I wouldn't worry about anything 
transmitting from the Opossum 
to you but if the Opossum got into 
your garage, other animals might 
also, so wear gloves if you have to 
pick up any feces, a mask if you are 
sweeping up dust and if you find 
a carcass of any animal, study it 
closely to see if it's "hopping with 
fleas" and wear long sleeves and 
gloves sprayed with flea repellent, 
and spray the carcass with flea 
killer before bagging it up airtight 
(if you don't have an animal 
control service that will pick up 
dead animals, and usually even 
those won't pick up dead rats or 
mice). 
Leslie

Q: Hello! I found 4 baby 
possums that lost their mom 

to a cat attack. They were roughly 
4 inches long (without the tail) 
and I have been raising them for 

just over a month. They have had 
Esbilac puppy milk replacer every 
4 hours and now are weaned from 
the milk to regular food. (They 
did this on their own!) They seem 
happy, healthy, strong, and to be 
developing and growing very well!
I’ve been going on instinct and 
as much info as I could gather as 
possible.  Taking care of the babies 
has been a lot of work! They are 
crawling on me and eager to 
explore the outside world. I’m 
sure they will be ready to release 
soon. But I am not sure how to 
introduce them to their outside 
habitat without shock. I don’t 
want them to suffer any more 
PTSD from being abandoned. It 
was a rough first couple days for 
us together. 
I live in Venice Beach, CA and I 
am just looking for some guidance 
on what to do to help get them 
ready to be released in the next 
few weeks. And also any good 
places to release them close by 
that would give them a better 
chance of survival.  
They are about 6 inches in length 
now. They eat hard boiled eggs 
(with the shell), carrots, cheese, 
apples, some banana (not a 
favorite), and other random 
veggies. I’ve given a little bit of 
lunch meat too, but this solid food 
diet is new and I want to make 
sure they are getting enough 
calcium and protein! Solid food 
only for about 3 days now. 
So again, any advice and guidance 
would be greatly appreciated!!
Lisa 

A: Hello Lisa,
Thank you for taking on the 

care of these babies.  You can try 
to locate a wildlife rehabilitator 
near you by going to this website:

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/
Laboratories/Wildlife-Investigations/
Rehab/Facilities 
DON’T FEED LUNCH MEATS- 
Their high phosphate content will 
leech the much-needed calcium 
for growing right out of the baby 
opossum bodies.
I know you won’t have an outdoor 
enclosure to acclimate them to 
the outdoors prior to release.  You 
can do a soft release in your own 
yard, if it is close to where you 
rescued them.  They have a smell 
memory of at least one year, so 
they can follow their mother’s 
scent trail to locate the feeding, 
watering and den sites she used.
Create a soft-release den box out 
of a 12 pack beer or soda box, 
6 pack firelog box or similar 
size.  Hand shred newspaper and 
stuff the box half full of shredded 
paper.  Place them in the box in 
a secluded corner of your yard 
where they would feel hidden and 
also protected from direct hot 
sunlight.  Dappled sunlight would 
be okay.  Place them in your yard 
and provide a bowl of dry dog or 
cat food or water bowl about 10 
feet from their box.  You don’t 
want to attract other animals 
smelling the food right to their 
den box doorstep.  They will, one 
by one, or sometimes all at once, 
disperse themselves back into the 
neighborhood they are familiar 
with.  Don’t be surprised if they 
trade the den box for another den 
site in your yard behind benches, 
potted plants, or items stored in 
the backyard before they finally 
move completely out in 2-3 
weeks.
Leslie

Continued on page 8
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OSUS MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM
_____ Please find enclosed my tax-deductible donation.

_____ I want to become a member of O.S.U.S.  

             ($30/year U.S., $40/year int’l)

_____ Please renew my membership of OSUS ($30/year) 

(Check one of the above)

Name: _____________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

Telephone: _________________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________

Membership is $30.00 annually. 

Please mail check to:
OSUS

P.O. Box 850695
Yukon, OK 73085

Or register via PayPal online at our website:  
www.OpossumSocietyUS.org  

Note: The OSUS membership/email list is never 
given out to any other organization. It is used for 

official OSUS business only. Your membership 
renewal month due is the month you joined.

Q: Subject: Paula’s nips

A few years ago, I received a few of “Paula’s 
nips”.
I really liked them for tiny mammals.  Do you 
know if they’re still available?
Thank you, Casey
P.S. DON’T Google it! I can’t unsee what i saw!

A: Sorry for the delay, I was in the middle 
of moving to Oklahoma.  Yes, I’ve heard 

of Paula’s Nips at wildlife symposiums before, but 
I couldn’t find anyone who knew anything about 
where to purchase them now.  If you remember 
what they looked like, perhaps the wildlife feeding 
nipple pictures on the selections below will refresh 
your memory to be able to get something really close 
to what you’re looking for.
Leslie
https://www.henryspets.com/squirrels/

http://wxicof.com/Supplies/feeding/feeding.htm

https://www.squirrelsandmore.com/collections/the-miracle-
nipple-miracle-syringe-collection

https://whalesorgau.ipage.com/petandwild/#teat

Return Response:
Here is what they look like:

Return Answer:
Going through April’s emails to make sure I took 
care of everything and just found your email with 
the picture. Now I remember!
That’s Paula Arms, National Opossum Society, she 
was V.P. decades ago.  I found her FaceBook page 
looks like she moved from Washington State (when 
I knew her) to Florida, but has no recent FaceBook 
postings. 
I have heard from more than one person that the 
National Opossum Society has been unresponsive to 
any attempts to contact.  I don’t know what’s going 
on there, but maybe you can find her and get her 
original “Paula’s Nips.”
Leslie

FROM THE POUCH continued from page 7

http://opossumsocietyus.org/
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Kimberley Heatherington

Trey Williamson

Kim Messina

Cynthia Galley

Taylor Young - In honor of a special opossum

Kripa Guha - On behalf of Jennifer Dai

Theodore Cook

Valerie Turner

Courtney Cole

Ali Ozgun

Lauren Smith

Barbara Trevino

Julianna Sand

Carmen Durand

Cynthia Gailey

Ayden Nowack

Michael Garon

Julianna Sand

Olivia Humphries

Sharon O’Reilly

Anne-Marie Schnetzler

Marcel Lemrise

Elo-Mai Noormets

Robin Fulmer - In honor of grandchild Willow’s 18 Birthday

The Opossum Society of the United States
 Wishes to Thank Our Contributors

Without our contributors and those members whose work 
generates donations to OSUS, we would not be able to care for as 

many orphans, save as many injured or reach so many people with 
our information on opossums. Good job, and thank you all! Your 

generosity really makes a difference.

IN MEMORIAM 
Barbara Joan Reisner
May 2, 1932 - March 20, 2020

I am very sad to announce the passing of 
Barbara Joan Reisner, who was very beautiful 
inside and out, due to pneumonia. 

Barbara never married and had neither 
brothers nor sisters nor children. She was 
born to Julius and Virginia Reisner, who 
predeceased her, in Los Angeles. She spent 
her entire life in her childhood home.

She loved caring for non-releasable opossums 
and always considered the opossum to be the 
cutest animal in the world. Barbara attended 
every OSUS BBQ, Orphan Caregivers 
Appreciation luncheons and volunteered at 
every Pet Expo when we had a booth. She also 
loved pet rats and cats, whom she, of course, 
kept separately!

A talented concert violinist, Barbara played 
in the famed Doctors' Symphony Orchestra 
and enjoyed listening to live opera.

She was a great admirer of the Polish culture, 
spoke fluent Polish, and visited Poland several 
times. Her custom car license plate was 
even "Basia" (Pronounced Bosh-a) which is 
"Barbara" in Polish.

Most importantly, she loved Jesus. She was 
very active in Bible Study at Occidental 
Presbyterian Church where she also taught 
Sunday School to both kids and adults. I 
cannot refer to her "death" because she always 
believed in the power of the Resurrection - in 
heaven, she now has a nice strong body!

May she rejoice eternally in the Kingdom 
of Heaven with Jesus, her parents, and her 
beloved opossums!

By Katrelya Angus, OSUS member
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GOAT’S MILK VS COW’S MILK – WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE
by Stephanie Jeong

WHY IS GOAT’S MILK 
EASIER TO DIGEST THAN 
COW’S MILK?
There’s a difference in fat molecule size

The fat molecules in goat’s milk are much 
smaller than the fat molecules in cow’s 
milk. Think about it this way: imagine 
boiling a big pot of water and adding 
broccoli to make soup. If you were to 
add large florets vs. small florets, your 
body would have to work a lot harder 
to digest (bite, chew, and swallow) the 
bigger chunks of broccoli vs. the smaller 
ones. The simple difference in the size of 
the milk’s fat molecules makes it easier 
to digest.

It’s naturally homogenized

Homogenized simply means “to make 
uniform in consistency.” Fresh cow’s milk, 
if left sitting on the shelf, will naturally 
separate where the fat will float to the 
top – something that we find to be less 
desirable. To avoid this lumpy texture, 
we process our milk to homogenize it. 
The great thing about goat’s milk, is that 
it’s naturally homogenized – smooth and 
consistent without it undergoing a man-
made process.

It contains less lactose (milk sugar)

Our bodies produce enzymes to help break 
down our foods, especially sugar. Goat 
milk contains less lactose (milk sugar) than 
cow’s milk, which makes it easier on our 

stomachs simply because we need less of a 
particular type of enzyme to break down 
the lactose.

It’s less allergenic due to the protein 
contents

One of the most common allergies in 
children under the of age of 3 in the 
United States is a dairy-allergy and it 
has a lot to do with a particular protein 
in the milk called Alpha s1 Casein. The 
levels of Alpha s1 Casein are about 89% 
less in goat’s milk. – which is one of the 
main reasons why people who have dairy 
sensitivities may get away with consuming 
goat’s milk as an alternative.

Nutrition: Goats milk is a good source 
of protein, contains less sugar (lactose), 
13% more calcium, 25% more vitamin 
B6, 47% more vitamin A, and 134% more 
potassium than regular cow’s milk.

Taste: Goat milk is definitely different 
than cow’s milk. It is strong in flavor that 
may take some time to get used to. Who 
knows, you may love it more than the 
regular stuff if you give it a chance.

How to Shop: When shopping for goat 
milk cheese and yogurt, be sure to read 
the ingredients to make sure you are 
avoiding extra added starches, sugars, and 
preservatives. The good news is that goat 
milk tends to be less tainted/processed 
than regular dairy ingredients.

QUICK TAKEAWAYS:
•	 good protein source
•	 easier to digest than cow’s milk
•	 still contains many of cow’s milk 

allergen-reacting properties, but less 
of it

•	 more calcium
•	 less lactose
•	 strong in flavor

Editor’s Note: This article was written about how goat’s milk can benefit humans. Cow’s milk is NEVER acceptable to 
feed an opossum, goat’s milk can be considered. There are several factors to consider when you choose what to feed your 
opossums. A good way to compare your diet formulary to Mom opossum’s milk is to go to: http://www.ewildagain.org/
calculator.html and plug in your ingredients and see how they compare to Mom’s milk composition.
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HOW TO DISLODGE AN ANIMAL FROM A GLUE TRAP
Dump cornmeal all over the exposed area of the glue trap so the animal doesn’t get more body parts stuck while struggling. Cover 
the animal’s face (or whole body) with a cloth so it doesn’t feel so exposed and want to escape. Warm some canola oil and apply 
to the area stuck to the glue trap. Keep the animal contained. You don’t want it to run off covered in oil, it could affect their 
waterproofing or insulation from weather until it wears off. It also could cause digestive problems if the animal grooms the oil 
off themselves.

Wash the animal in 103-104 degree water with dilute Dawn dishwashing soap. Use toothbrushes, flea combs, Q-Tips and other 
implements to get the glue and residual oil off. Rinse thoroughly in 104 degree water.

Place the animal in a quiet, secluded, warm spot so it can rest 
and recuperate from all its struggles. Have water available 
nearby. Struggling, stress and panic to free itself will cause 
dehydration. Place in an area it can escape once recovered.

(The opossums in this picture died.)

“The righteous care for 
the needs of their animals, 
but the kindest acts of the 
wicked are cruel.” 

—Proverbs 12:10  



Opossum Society of the United States 
P.O. Box 850695 
Yukon, OK 73085

Join OSUS and receive ...

•	 Quarterly Issues of ‘Possum Prints.
•	 Updated diet/development/medical sheets.
•	 Orphan/Injured care information.
•	 Veterinarian/emergency care list.
•	 A warm, fuzzy feeling!

Phone Calls and Mail: 
Due to the tremendous 
volume of messages left 
on our Board of Directors, 
Counselor, and City 
Coordinators’ answering 
machines, toll and long 
distance calls which 
require an answer will be 
returned collect.

When requesting 
information from the 
Society, please enclose a 
self-addressed stamped 
envelope (SASE). Due to 
the high volume of mail 
requests and the cost of 
postage, the Society can 
no longer absorb this 
expense.

Donations to defray the 
costs of printed materials 
will be accepted at any 
time.

Address correction 
requested. 
Postage Guaranteed

OSUS Board of Directors
August 2019-2021

Leslie	Bale	•	(562)	804-3038	•	President/Liaison,	Official	Agencies	•	VOpossum@aol.com
Tammy	Williams	•	(909)	790-5182	•	Vice	President	•	hrs2grdn@gmail.com  

Leslie	Brogan	•	(818)	255-0925	•	Secretary
Crystal	Norris	•	Email:	crystaln@sonic.net	•	Treasurer 
Melinda	Smith	•	Email:	Opawsum@aol.com	•	At	Large

Please take the time to send us a change of address card when you move so 
that you do not miss out on any issues of ‘Possum Prints. 
Printed on recycled paper.

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org
by Julianna Sand




