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In May, our webmaster’s mother died 
and he became unavailable to post the 
newsletter. I didn't want everyone to have 
to wait, so I emailed the newsletter from 
my personal email to members 12 at a 
time (all that my AOL would take at a 
time). Can you imagine how many hours/
days that took? No one's personal Internet 
provider allows hundreds of emails to be 
mailed at once, including mine. That's 
why none of you had a problem opening 
the newsletter from me in May; it was just 
a simple attachment to my personal email. 
Programs like Mail Chimp, which is what 
we are using, are specifically geared to mass 
emailing and get sent through the Internet 
by virtue of assuring the Internet that we 
aren't spamming. For each member, and 
each new member, I have to fill out a 
form in Mail Chimp and check boxes that 
swears I got permission to email the person 
who I'm entering into the program. Each 
time I update an email address, I have to 
do the same thing. 

We will still USPS mail members a copy 
of the newsletter if they request it not be 
emailed to them due to problems with 
their computer. If too many members 
start requesting us to print, staple, fold, 
address and post newsletters to them, we 
will have to either decline or charge those 
members more.

The Mail Chimp program we use, as 
other mass emailer programs, works on 
a password system. In other words, the 
recipient gets an email letter, advising 
them the newsletter is available, and 

telling them the steps to complete to get 
to the newsletter. PAIN IN THE ASS, 
RIGHT? I hate passwords. Apparently, 
those who are computer savvy (not me) 
know that all Internet programs initially 
create a dummy password that is made up 
of one's email address up to the @ sign 
(mine would be VOpossum). When one 
gets the email with directions to access the 
newsletter, the recipient has the option 
to reset their password, which everyone 
can do and either jot down the username 
and password, or what a lot of people 
find simpler, change one's password every 
time they want to open the newsletter. 
Receiving that email letter from Mail 
Chimp is Mail Chimp's first verification of 
you as a valid member. One would think, 
hey, if it knows you're a member (by virtue 
of sending the email) then it should know 
you are valid without adding a bunch 
of hoops to jump through to get to the 
newsletter. But NOOOOOOOOO, you 
have to enter codes. I'm really stressed out 
thinking that perhaps no one is reading the 
newsletter because it's too hard to figure 
out how to open. 

Mail Chimp has a program that can tell 
me how many people opened the initial 
email notification of the newsletter, but 
NOT if they were successful in actually 
downloading the newsletter. So, our 
webmaster and I hopefully created a 
newsletter preface letter that is self- 
explanatory, including tutorials that 
can get people easily to the newsletter.

One other thing I didn’t realize, but our 

webmaster told me, was that most people 
change their email address frequently. 
I had no idea. I thought people kept 
their email addresses as one would their 
mailing address. It is imperative that you 
always keep us updated on your email 
address changes.  We probably should, but 
DON’T, solicit donations via frequent or 
infrequent email solicitations. It annoys me 
when other organizations and companies 
do that to me so I imagine it would annoy 
you also. We will email you the newsletter 
and renewal reminders and pertinent 
text changes to literature we produce and 
information about program changes. 
The exception to that is when Amazon 
sends us a notice and special banner to 
post on our website of a particular time 
period when Amazon’s donation to the 
Opossum Society of the United States 
purchases double in the amount Amazon 
contributes.

Our main source of income has been 
membership, donations and our orphan 
care manual. When we sell out of the other 
items in our catalog section of the website, 
we won’t be restocking. The most we make 
on any one item is $2.00 and that’s just 
not worth the trouble of storage, boxing 
and driving to the Post Office to ship.
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Q: It was my fault. I accidentally 
scared a young possum, 

and it bit me. I have cleaned 
and soaked the area and will 
continue to do so. I’m taking lots 
of extra immune products. I’m a 
member of a humane society. I’ve 
been bit many times but not by 
a possum. The possum was in a 
cage, because it was hit by a car. 
I’m current on tetanus shot. I 
read about the diseases they can 
carry. Anything recommended I 
should do, and what are chances 
of actually getting anything? I 
live in Michigan and am not real 
familiar, as I normally live in the 
Upper Peninsula where there are 
none. I am in lower MI taking care 
of my mother in hospice. I took 
the possum to a wildlife vet and 
was holding it for a couple weeks 
to see if it would heal. Thank you

A: Opossums are not a vector 
concern in any state. A cat 

bite, however, will be treated 
about the same as the bite of a 
poisonous animal because of all 
the bacteria in their mouth. A 
healthy rabies-vaccinated dog’s 
saliva is fine. That said, some 
jurisdictions (procedures are 
dictated by county), will mandate 
the euthanasia and testing for 
rabies of an Opossum involved in 
a bite with a human. Don’t think 
you just won’t tell anyone. Some 
people are mandatory reporters 
of bites, such as veterinarians, 
doctors, animal control personnel. 
Even if one of these professions is 
your friend over for dinner or a 
stranger reading a social media 

post you made, they have to 
report bites. So, I have given you 
the realities, much more danger 
from a cat bite or poisonous insect 
bite but they have been known to 
kill and test Opossums anyway.
Leslie

Q: Morning. I’m new to West 
Palm Beach Fla.. We have a 

opossum or more in our Laundry 
room behind the washing machine 
and dryer and unsure how to many 
there are. I’m uncertain if there is 
1 or more. There was a certain 
smell in that room and when I 
looked behind the machines I saw 
a face by the dryer. When using 
the dryer the scent got stronger. 
This past Saturday i dropped a 
piece of clothing on the side of 
the washer and saw a fuzzy body. 
Is there anyway someone can to 
our house and collect this/these 
animals? 

A: Palm Beach Wildlife Removal 
| We Trap & Remove Pest 

Critters
Ad: www.centurianwildlife.com/ 
Address: 3180 N Jog Rd STE 
4205, West Palm Beach, FL 
33411
Hours: Open 24 hours
Phone: (561) 299-4918

Affordable Rates · Fast & Reliable 
· Professional · 24/7 · 25+ 
Years Experience! Humane & 
Effective Plans. 100% Money Back 
Guaranteed. Same Day Service. 
Local Family Owned.
Leslie C. B., Board Secretary

Q: What medicines or 
treatments are needed to get 

rid of bloat in an adult opossum? 
My vet prescribed over the counter 
meds used for babies with painful 
gas & pain killers for discomfort. 
I have read that antibiotics should 
be used as well. Please help I want 
my opossum to heal from this. 

Any advice is appreciated. 
Thank you, 
Melissa

A: You certainly don’t want to 
overmedicate the opossum. 

Give the meds the vet chose a 
chance to work. 
Is the opossum urinating? Did the 
vet instruct you how to express 
the bladder? It’s same motion to 
relieve gas, except you don’t have 
to worry about where to direct 
the urine flow with a gas massage.
This may be what your vet 
prescribed, use the cat dose:
Simethicone or Gas-x is used on 
a variety of pets and the dosage 
can vary depending on what the 
pet is. Small pets like rabbits and 
guinea pigs are given about 1cc 
when they are being treated for 
a gastrointestinal illness. A dog’s 
dosage will vary with the weight 
while a cat’s is pretty much the 
same unless they are extremely 
heavy. Here is a chart for dogs 
and cats. I hope this helps.
GAS-X Dosage
Dogs and Cats
weight  amount
small  ¼ adult dose
medium ½ adult dose
large  1 adult dose
Besides expressing the bladder, I 
use the homeopathic Nux Vomica. 
It can be found in health food 
stores.
As far as antibiotics, they should 
be used if the bladder is not 
operating correctly and there is a 
chance of a urinary tract infection. 
A “clean catch” and testing of the 
urine with reveal any infection. 
Also, the opossum’s urine will 
have a distinctive ammonia smell 
if there’s a bladder infection 
involved.
Leslie JB, President

Continued on page 3
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Q: Hi we have a opossum that 
comes into out yard bot sure 

if it’s living under our deck but it 
seems injured it drags it’s back 
left leg it comes and go’s just 
wondering what options do we 
have I don’t want it to be killed 
because of injury I also don’t want 
another animal to get it either 
like I said it comes and go’s and 
not 100 percent positive its living 
under the deck only because this is 
the 2nd time I’ve had seen it.
Spenser

A: I would just let it be. 
Opossums can survive; climb, 

eat, drink, missing one limb or 
the tail.
I don’t know of a veterinarian or 
animal control that wouldn’t put 
it down, they would say, “You 
wouldn’t have sought our help if it 
was doing okay on its own.”
Licensed rehabilitators wouldn’t 
be able to keep an opossum as 
an education animal unless it’s a 
good, whole, representation of the 
species (and it adapts readily to 
captivity and display).
It would probably get stressed, 
then depressed being in captivity 
after living on its own all this time. 
The difficulty it’s experiencing now 
would be nothing to the misery of 
cage life.
Leslie

Return Q: Ok so hes better off 
just being left alone 

DO you know what could make 
him keep coming back to our 
yard?
Spenser

Return A:
They usually keep the same 

schedule each night. 
Scatter small breed dog kibble 
(or place in a bowl) where you’ve 
seen it walking around. Don’t 
scatter too much, you don’t want 

to attract cats, rats and other 
animals, just enough for it to eat 
it all and move on. Keep increasing 
the amount until you see there is 
leftover kibble, then back off the 
feeding to the amount that has no 
leftovers. Also leave out a bowl of 
fresh water.
Be subtle and discreet about food 
and water placement. Many cities 
and counties have laws against 
feeding wildlife and if a cranky 
neighbor finds out about your 
nocturnal wildlife support, they 
will blame you for every dog that 
barks in the neighborhood and 
for attracting whatever flying, 
crawling, walking creature that 
inhabits the area.
Leslie

Q: Heard big missing around in 
plastic bag box. Saw my young 

opossum busy rolling up a plastic 
bag with his front paws. At a 
certain point he transferred bag to 
rear paws. Some more scrunching 
around and then appeared to sit 
on it. When he turned around to 
walk away, his tail was wrapped 
around the center of the rolled up 
bag and it looked like he had a big 
white bow on his rear end. What’s 
this all about? I call it him butbut. 
Don’t know sex.

A: Both males and females make 
elaborate nests for themselves. 

They gather up material with 
their mouth, stuff it between their 
front legs, through their back legs 
and into their tail, which will 
be rolled up like a napkin ring 
to transport it to where they’re 
reinforcing their nest.
Leslie

Q: Hi! First of all, I want to 
thank you for being such a 

great resource. I used to loathe 
these creatures but because of 
your website I’ve learned to love 
and appreciate them!
I live in Los Angeles and have 
opposum running around my back 
yard pretty frequently. Generally 
they scurry past me doing their 
business and if I make any moves 
they usually scurry a little faster. 
I don’t bother them, they don’t 
bother me, and we all generally 
mind our own business.
This morning however, a possum 
came charging directly at me. It 
was still dark, around 5:30 am. 
I was sitting at my table having 
coffee. When I moved it kept 
coming directly towards me. I 
yelled to try to get it to stop and 
it kept coming. I finally picked up 
my chair and dropped it (not at 
or on it obviously) to make noise 
and scare it a bit and it went 
another way.
I’m not an expert by any means, 
but I’ve had frequent passive 
interactions with opposum for so 
long that this seemed really odd 
and scary to me. Any thoughts on 
if this guy is sick or any behaviors 
I could change so it won’t do that 
again?
Thanks for all you do!
Bridget

A: I, too, have been sitting in 
my backyard, after dark, and 

had an opossum run right over 
my foot. On subsequent nights, I 
observed the opossum from inside 
my house and saw it take the same 
path as where I was sitting. I was 
just in the way of its meanderings 
that night.
My guesses of your situation would 
be:
You haven’t been outside in a while 
and an opossum has established a 

Continued on page 4
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route to or from a food, shelter 
or water source that goes right 
where you were sitting. They are 
very single-minded and once they 
are set in their path, they are 
locked in.
That you were out there at a 
different time than you usually 
are and you were just part of the 
landscape to the opossum.
That you had moved your chair 
so that it was in the normal path 
of the opossum, and you were 
inconsequential to its mission.
Something had scared it so bad, 
it was making a beeline for the 
nearest shelter in the area it could 
remember and anything else be 
damned.
Sounds like it might have been a 
juvenile opossum and they are at 
their most vulnerable and trying 
to figure things out, are single-
minded, and of course it is the age 
that they make the most blunders 
in their meanderings and get 
killed.
That it deflected with loud noise 
indicates to me that it was 
aware and just concentrating on 
its mission. Mostly it’s the type 
or tone of the noise that gets 
their attention.  When releasing 
opossums after they have been 
in my care, they sometimes 
stupidly hang around by me. I 
have discovered that scuffling my 
feet back and forth in the dirt or 
nearby concrete surface alarms 
the opossums enough to send it 
scurrying away from me. Same 
with rattling a plastic shopping 
bag.
With what you described I don’t 
think there’s anything to worry 
about disease or physical ailment.
Leslie

Return Comment:
Hi Leslie!

Thanks so much for the prompt 
response. It’s interesting what 
you point out- I had been out of 
town for a few weeks so it’s super 
possible this one made a different 
path than the ones who normally 
hang around! And silly me, who 
do I think I am just being in it’s 
path! 
This one was pretty big- full size 
it appeared to me! But maybe still 
considered juvenile!
I really appreciate your thoughtful 
response! I love when these guys 
come to visit and this one threw 
me off so much I got really 
frightened! Thanks so much for all 
the reassurance! All best – Bridget

Q: Subject: Opposum in yard; 
may be sick?

Message Body: Hi, there! I live in 
Chester County, PA and we have 
lots of wildlife. Seeing an opposum 
isn’t unusual. But I saw one last 
night (after dark) right outside 
my window, which was open. I 
called to it gently to encourage it 
to move on (was waiting for the 
nightly visit from the feral cat 
we feed and haven’t been able to 
trap) and it didn’t acknowledge 
me, as if it didn’t hear. We were 
very close, several feet. Cut to 
about an hour ago. It’s back again, 
wandering around foraging. Still 
doesn’t seem like it can hear me. 
It’s not injured that I can see, and 
doesn’t seem sick, except that the 
fur on its back does look rather 
sparse. It’s been hanging in and 
around my backyard for about 
an hour now. Like I said, it’s 
walking well, and doesn’t appear 
to be injured or sick, but I don’t 
know if I should be concerned. 
Please advise! Thank you so much 
for whatever guidance you can 

provide! Have a lovely evening.
Cheers, 
Kelly

A: Even though opossums are 
nocturnal, they do need at 

least 30 minutes of sunlight a 
week to manufacture Vitamin D in 
their system. It might be sunning 
itself. It might be a mother with 
babies in her pouch and she’ll need 
to forage longer hours to support 
the mouths she’s feeding. It could 
be a blind opossum. Opossums 
could have been exposed to a 
chemical in the environment and 
become blind or give birth to blind 
babies. I have had blind opossums 
come into my care that had not 
grown eyeballs and yet they had 
managed to live on their own 
until they were of an age to have 
a litter. So, it didn’t handicap 
them that much. Their eyesite is 
poor, but their hearing is acute. 
If it has been foraging during the 
day for some weeks unnoticed by 
you, it would have been hearing 
your voices inside your house 
and not be overly alarmed when 
it heard those voices closer. You 
could have become background 
noise to the opossum. If it is a 
blind opossum, it’s only chance of 
survival would be to keep it in the 
exact same spot where it has been 
able to acclimate itself to attain 
food, water and shelter utilizing 
whatever senses are working. You 
might talk to a small mammal 
wildlife rehabilitator in your area 
at: https://pawr.com/  It sounds 
like the best thing may be to 
just let it live out it’s short life in 
whatever little environment it has 
been living in.
Leslie

Q: Hello. For about a year now, 
we have heard intermittent 

MAIL POUCH continued from page 3
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scratching in our living room and 
sunroom exterior walls; biting and 
scratching noises and assumed it 
was either a rat or a squirrel. I 
brought up the possibility to my 
husband that it could be the One 
possum we have in our tree. Lo 
and behold, one year later, this 
morning at 5:15 AM I caught the 
little dude trying to force his way 
into our home. I heard more of 
the scratching and clawing, but 
this time I was able to see him 
on our roof trying to pull it up at 
the rain spout. I guess that’s his 
entrance point. We don’t want to 
hurt him, but yet for a year now 
he’s been gnawing on the inside 
of our house, and who knows 
when he’ll finally break through 
to the other side! LOL. Or what 
damage he’s doing to the internal 
structure. Any advice?
Laura

A: You need to return to our 
website and read the FAQ 

section on what to do if there’s an 
opossum in your house: https://
opo s s umsoc i e t yu s . o rg/ f aq-
opossum/#How%20do%20I%20
keep%20opossums%20out%20
of%20my%20home%20and%20
garage?
If you saw an opossum pulling at 
your roof or rain gutter, it means 
in the recent past there was a 
way to access into your attic or a 
smaller space to sleep for the day. 
Did you have recent roof, gutter, 
downspout repair/work done?
Another possibility is that the 
opossum easily accessed the 
breach in your roof when it was 
young and first on its own. Now 
it’s growing rapidly and doesn’t 
understand why its body won’t 
fit in the space it used to use, so 
it pulls at material around the 
breach to make it bigger.
The opossum will have at least 3-5 
den sites it alternates between in 
an area, using the site 2-3 days 

in a row, then switching. If you 
make yours inaccessible, it will 
go to another. You may have to 
call and pay a local pest control 
operator (make sure they are no-
kill) to get up there and take the 
steps listed on our FAQ to make 
sure the opossum is not using that 
space that day, then repair and 
seal it off. You don’t want to trap 
an opossum in your walls, if it dies 
sealed in your house, you’ll have a 
rotting dead animal smell forever.
I have also made a paste of cayenne 
pepper powder and water and 
liberally applied the paste to 
areas the opossum is pulling on 
with its mouth. Cayenne pepper 
is very hot, unpalatable and 
will discourage chewing without 
harming the opossum.
Leslie

Return Comment:
Thank you! We have not had 

either gutter or roof work for 
about 6 years, so that can’t be it, 
But we HAVE noticed that there 
are several areas on the back side 
of our roof that are pulled up 
and away…don’t know if it 
happened somehow on its 
own and the opossum found 
it, or if the opossum did it on 
his/her own. I will read your 
site and we will try to figure 
out what’s what, but you are 
so right…the scratching and 
moving in the walls occurs 
for several days and then we 
don’t hear any sounds for a 
while, then repeat. lol  
Laura 

Q: I have been feeding a 
opossum some dry cat food, 

grape halves and small, diced 
apples. He seems to eat it fine but 
he also seems to regurgitate. He will 
eat, his body will heave as though 
he is about to throw up, he stands 
on his back legs with his head in 
the air, and then he’ll just walk off. 
Is this normal? Am I hurting him 

with the food I leave out. I had a 
bigger opossum here but he hasnt 
been back in a few days and I dont 
remember him ever doing that. I 
think the current opossum is much 
younger as he is much smaller. Any 
information will be very helpful to 
me. Thank you so much.
Leanne

A: Leanne,
An opossum eating a grape, 

apple or some other skinned fruits, 
snails and crickets is interesting 
to watch.  They will take a grape 
or apple, chew it while sticking 
their nose straight up into the air, 
allowing the juices to trickle down 
their throat. Then they will deftly 
work the grape or apple skin back 
to the front of the mouth and 
spit out the skin. They also do 
this with snails, spitting out the 
shells and crickets, spitting out 
the prickly hind legs. I’ve never 
seen them stand on their hind 
legs while doing it, however. They 
can stand on just their hind legs 
to reach something.
Leslie

MEMBER INPUT ON AN 
ASPIRATED OPOSSUM:
I got in an op (weight 70 gr.) and 
he was aspirated by finder forcing 
water. I did tell her what she did 
wrong, and that his chances were 

Continued on page 6
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not good. I had to try ! I used my 
Albuterol inhalation medication in 
my nebulizer and treated every 
12 hours for 2 days. He made 
a complete recovery and will be 
ready for release in about a week. 
He now weighs 450 gr. and is 
sassy ! 
Joni

Response from Leslie: I asked 
the author/veterinarian of 

our Opossum Medications List 
to comment on Albuterol use 
in opossums and she had the 
following comments:
Overdose / Acute Toxicity
The oral LD50 of albuterol in 
mice and rats is reported to 
be greater than 2 g/kg, but 
significant toxicity can occur in 
small animals after oral overdoses 
or when dogs have bitten into the 
metered dose inhalers. Clinical 
signs of significant overdose 
after systemic administration 
(including when dogs bite into 
an aerosol canister) may include 
arrhythmias (tachycardia and 
extrasystole), hypertension, fever, 
vomiting, mydriasis, tremors, and 
CNS stimulation. Hypokalemia 
and hypophosphatemia may 
occur. Sinus tachycardia, marked 
QT interval prolongation, P waves 
partially merged with previous 
prominent T waves, and mild 
ST segment depression were 
reported in a dog that received 
approximately 4 times the 
recommended dose for 2 years. 
Other findings included severe 
hypokalemia, metabolic acidosis, 
and hyperlactatemia.6 
Basically, if the animal aspirates 
water:
I would hold it upside down and 
gently shake to try and ‘drive’ the 
water out of the lungs if possible.

Keep it warm and quiet, avoid 
stress.
If the water is non-particulate, 
then the body can absorb the 
water over time.
Antibiotics are not needed unless 
pneumonia occurs. Personally I 
would not be using an inhaler unless 
her vet recommends it (and I don’t 
really see that it would help a lot).  
Possibly an anti-inflammatory 
shot for shock might help again, 
I don’t know if the opossum was 
overdosed or not. 
Dr O
Dear Cory,
I saw the Face Book post from 
Wakita Hall in Mobile, Alabama 
and the public comments from 
the link you sent me. I notified 
Face Book to remove the video, 
as anyone can do, by clicking on 
the three dots in the upper right 
hand corner of a Post, selecting 
“Give Feedback on This Post”, and 
selecting the appropriate category. 
At least it buoyed my spirits that 
all the comments were in support 
of the opossum and vehemently 
against the woman Wakita Hall 
who narrates the video about the 
opossum left to suffer and die. 
Posting a lengthy video, 
spotlighting the humor she found 
in bludgeoning the opossum that 
was found in her trash can and 
leaving it to die indicates the 
level of the woman’s ignorance, 
which is supreme. Making matters 
even worse is the revelation that 
she works in nursing. No wonder 
people don’t get good health care, 
with uncaring people like her 
employed in the profession.
The worst punishment for her at 
this point would be to be ignored; 
to be so insignificant that she 

doesn’t get the attention she 
wanted by posting the video.
Leslie Bale

Q: This will sound crazy but as 
of 3 days ago I have found for 

sure over 10 dead opossum under 
my house & between the wood 
floor & carpet. With a flashlight, 
as well as I could I looked under 
the porch boards. There are many 
more. What in the world would 
do that? It is horrible. 
Here comes a wild theory. I have 
my grandsons paternal g-parents 
who have threatened me. He 
works in areas outside where he 
could trap. I know it sounds off 
the wall. But these people are that 
hateful. I don’t know what to do. 
Help.. I’m in the Houston Texas 
area.

A: All states have an 
enforcement division that 

manages their wildlife, variously 
named; Department of Natural 
Resources, Fish & Wildlife, Game 
& Fish, etc. In Texas, it’s the 
Texas Parks & Wildlife. The state 
organizations maintain regional 
biologists. You’ll want to contact 
your local regional biologist and 
tell them you HAVE A MAJOR DIE 
OFF OF OPOSSUMS OCCURRING 
ON YOUR PROPERTY. Contact 
them here: https://tpwd.texas.
gov/landwater/land/technical_
guidance/biologists/  The biologists 
in each state monitor die offs in 
order to determine if an emerging 
disease has entered the state. To 
cover your bases, you’ll also need 
to know what local animal control 
covers your area (it may be the 
police department) and notify 
them to investigate the other 
possibility of criminal activity; 
someone trespassing upon your 
property and illegal dumping. 

Continued on page 7
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You’ll have to search your local 
government webpage to find out 
who services animal cases locally.
Leslie

Q: I recently became a 
volunteer at a local possum 

rehab organization. Opossums 
are amazing, however, as I have 
started researching, I have found 
that possums can carry many 
harmful diseases. I am now 
concerned about my own health. 
I am wondering what precautions 
are prudent with frequent 
handling of opossums and if there 
is any information of how likely or 
how great a risk there is towards 
contracting a serious disease from 
possum exposure. I am working in 
Tennessee, if that helps determine 
any risk factors. Thanks. 
Rachel

A: Volunteering at any wildlife 
center should come with 

training , including instructions on 
how to properly protect yourself 
from any of the zoonotic diseases 
you will be exposed to caring for 
ANY mammal, bird, reptile or 
amphibian, not just the opossum.
Washing your hands before and 
after handling their food, water or 
bedding (you can pass on diseases 
to them also). Don gloves after 
washing your hands, especially if 
you are tasked with cage cleaning.
Do not touch your mucous 
membranes, consume or prepare 
human food in the same area as 
the wildlife you are caring for.  
Cover your shoes, wash them 
thoroughly or keep a pair of shoes 
just for walking in and about 
enclosures.
I couldn’t find anything online 
except an article from wildlife 
rehabilitators in Australia which 
lists several zoonotic diseases and 
how to protect against them 
which is basically all I’ve mentioned 
above.

h t tp s : / /www .awrc . o rg . a u/
uploads/5/8/6/6/5866843/
fowler_anne_zoonoses.pdf

Q: I need to know if mosquitoes 
can bother a possum - like 

biting her tail or nose area. There 
are lots of mosquitoes where I live, 
and Peppa must stay in a large 
penned in area when outside. 
Also, can possums see well? I put 
pieces of her food all over, so she 
has to search for them. She sniffs 
a lot but can almost pass food 
up when looking for it. Is there a 
good wormer for a possum? Not 
sure if she has them but thought 
maybe I should worm her? Is 
there something safe to put on for 
insect protection
Thank you,
Diane

A: I’ve not heard of mosquitoes 
biting opossums, but I bet they 

would. Generally, all medications 
for opossums are based on cat 
doses and what is okay for use on 
cats. This is a good article to help 
you choose a mosquito repellent 
product.  Don’t forget the good 
information about making sure 
there’s no standing water around. 
I purchase decorative river rocks 
and place them in the low spots 
in my gardens to make sure any 
standing water evaporates quickly:
https://www.vetinfo.com/cat-
mosquito-repellent.html 
Opossums don’t see well day or 
night, but that have excellent 
hearing and sense of smell. It 
sounds like your opossum has had 
some type of injury or defect that 
permanently affected her sense of 
smell.
Deworming instructions are on 
page 4 of the Captive Opossum 
Diet sheet that came in your 
membership packet. Deworming 
every 6 months is a good idea 
for captive opossums as she 
might scarf up a snail, cricket or 

cockroach which are loaded with 
parasites.
Leslie

Q: Subject: Release possums
I have 7 that I have raised 

since eyes closed. 3-4 months 
old now and weaned. Ready for 
release.
Problem -because of dogs cannot 
do soft release with food provided. 
What are chances if I take them 
to a creek with no dogs or people 
around/?
Can throw out cat food for 2 days. 
They have been catching crickets 
in their outdoor cage?
Susan

A: Hi Susan,
I know we’d like to think 

there’s a better place for opossums 
to live than in the cities and 
neighborhoods they are found in, 
but there isn’t. Remember, their 
mother made it to adulthood and 
had babies in that same area they 
were found. They have a smell 
memory of at least one year which 
they can use to follow mom’s old 
scent trail to her numerous den 
sites, food opportunities and water 
sources. If they get disturbed at 
one den site during the day, they 
know right where the next one 
will be.
In the woods there is less food, 
more competition for the food 
and a whole different set of 
predators the opossum will not 
be familiar with. They will have to 
forage longer, further, constantly 
exposing themselves to danger.
There’s a very good chance that 
the rest of their life will be trying 
to make it back to the area 
they are familiar with, the area 
with more hiding spots and food 
sources.
SEE ATTACHED article
Leslie

https://www.awrc.org.au/uploads/5/8/6/6/5866843/fowler_anne_zoonoses.pdf
https://www.vetinfo.com/cat-mosquito-repellent.html
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Return Comment:
Thank you Leslie. Excellent 

article but I find too many killed 
wild possums in my yard from my 
own dogs. We have hunting land 
with creeks and no dogs or people 
on it. Yes, coyotes and owls. It 
has to be safer than here. My 
main worry is food. If I leave an 
automatic feeder out I’m afraid it 
will attract coyotes too. Do you 
think they can make it on there 
own? Can’t take them back to 
where they were found.
Susan

Return A: Susan,
I assume you cannot bring 

inside or pen your dogs at night 
when opossums get up to forage?

It may be possible to make your 
yard more opossum friendly, or 

at least survivable. Which would 
be great to do since opossums find 
your neighborhood and yard so 
attractive. You could cut down on 
the casualties via your own dogs.
Make sure you bring any uneaten 
dog food in at night and don’t 
leave any food out overnight.
Drill holes and anchor with stakes 
stuck into the ground 8-inch 
diameter, 5-6 feet long PVC pipes 
in the yard so that the opossum 
can escape from a dog (make sure 
the diameter is small enough for 
the opossum to get in, but not 
the dog, other than their heads 
at both ends). Since you’ve had 
casualties, you probably can guess 
the area of the yard it occurred. 
Opossums like to travel with one 
side protected by a fence, side of 
a house, or some other kind of 
structure or object. They don’t like 
to traverse open spaces. Create a 
safe space for them with PVC pipes, 
wood piles, other stacked objects 
against the fence that create 

some standoff for the dogs from 
the fence to keep from snatching 
the opossum off the fence and/or 
something to run behind on the 
ground at intervals that the dogs 
can’t get behind. Toolsheds, lawn 
maintenance equipment, sports 
equipment, BBQ come to mind. 
Even if you never would release 
an opossum in your neighborhood, 
since there are already opossums 
established there, do it for them.
You mention hunting land with 
no people or dogs. You must have 
tremendously considerate and 
respectful people where you live. 
In my state, if no one is sitting 
with a shotgun 24/7 underneath 
a No Trespassing sign, people 
come onto property not belonging 
to them to hunt, sometimes just 
them, many times with dogs.

If I were in your situation, I would 
take a drive up and down every 
street, alleyway, parking lot in an 
ever expanding grid pattern from 
where the opossum was actually 
found. I usually do this when I 
pick up an opossum, pre-scout the 
neighborhood and note where is 
a nice, tight, safe spot to release 
later on. No matter where you 
release, if it is land that you think 
would support an opossum, you 
can bet there’s at least 10 other 
species surviving in that same spot, 
competing for food and shelter. We 
have to release within a 3-mile 
radius, which is the opossum’s 
normal foraging range.
And please release AFTER the 4th 
of July weekend. All animals are in 
panic mode during this time.

Q: Subject: Possum is eating 
aloe vera

Message Body: Hi there -- The 
neighborhood opossum eats my 
aloe vera plants. I have several 

aloe vera plants so I don’t need 
to prevent it from eating them if 
it wants to, but I was wondering 
if opossums NEEDED it for health 
reasons. Does it need a laxative or 
have a tummy ache? Or maybe 
for hydration? I do exclusively 
container gardening so I can put 
the plants out of reach if it’s unsafe 
for the possum to eat them. So I 
guess my question is: why would 
they eat aloe vera? And it’s just 
one or two leaves at a time and 
not every day.Thanks 
~ Suz in San Diego

A: Suz, 
Wildlife are much smarter 

than us and know instinctively 
which plants will offer what relief 
from what ails them. Aloe Vera 
is very healing both topically and 
can be ingested. The opossum 
knows what it is doing.
Leslie

MAIL POUCH continued from page 5

“I don’t understand why 
when we destroy something 
created by man we call 
it vandalism, but when 
we destroy something by 
nature we call it progress.”

Ed Begley Jr.
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SOFT RELEASING OPOSSUMS
By Leslie Bale

There is no ideal release spot. There is no 
opossum Utopia. There will be coyotes, 
owls, people, cars, dogs, and swimming 
pools within range of the opossum 
wherever you release. Ideally, release 
as close as possible to where they were 
found. Some states mandate rehabilitated 
opossums be re-released within five miles 
of where they were found. Consider that 
the opossum is very likely to attempt to 
return to its known prior range of which 
it’s familiar. Opossums have a smell 
memory of at least one year. It can pick 
up the old scent of its mother and siblings 
and follow it to already established food, 
water and shelter sources. 

When people bring you injured or 
orphaned opossums, ask if you can do 
a “soft release” in their backyard when 
the opossum is ready.  Most people will 
say yes. If they are concerned about 
neighborhood dogs or other hazards, 
remind them that the opossum and/or 
its mother made it to adulthood in that 
same neighborhood. If the people have a 
pool, be sure to refer them to the section 
on our website of how to protect opossums 
from pools https://opossumsocietyus.
org/faq-opossum/#How%20do%20
I%20prevent%20an%20opossum%20
from%20drowning 

The last two weeks the opossums are in 
your care they should be transferred to 
an outdoor run. The outdoor run should 
have at least 2 nest boxes per every 3 
opossums. Having separate den boxes 
allow the opossums separation from each 
other to help eliminate dissention and 
allows them to keep cooler on hot days 
(see Summer Heat article, Summer 2006 
newsletter). Being placed outside causes 
the opossum to adapt to the sun’s cycle, 
temperature changes and urban noises. 

A couple of days before a soft-release, 
place a single box inside the run that will 
accommodate all opossums comfortably, 
has ventilation yet privacy from being able 
to be seen. I choose 12-24 packs of beer, 
soft drink or other cardboard container, 
depending on the litter size with the flaps 
open at one end for ingress and egress. 
Before utilizing the container, I make sure 
the closed container will fit in a carrier. 
On release night, before the opossums 
arise, I pull out the den box and tape the 
flaps closed with painter’s tape which will 
make it secure, but also easy to remove 
and open the box.

 You will have called the finder a week or 
so in advance from the information on 
your intake sheet to arrange which evening 
would be the best to release. I prefer 
Sunday – Thursday, avoiding weekends 
when there’s likely to be more yard activity. 
I also avoid holidays. Ask the finders if 
they know of any block party activity that 
might be going on; graduation, wedding 
reception, slurry sealing, etc. and choose a 
week afterwards. The finders might know 
this information from gossip, Next Door, 
flyers on their door or observation of a 
community center or church marquee. 

Bring some kibble with you and ask the 
finders if they have a bowl you might 
put some water in (get them involved). 
Place the box facing an obstacle such as 
the inside of the fence, side of a garage, 
a large, low-lying bush, trash cans (make 
sure they keep their trash cans covered). 
Untape the box and open the flaps towards 
the obstacle and place close enough where 
they can just squeeze out after it gets 
darker. Warn your audience (you will have 
an audience) that they probably won’t see 
an opossum emerge as they will wait until 
dark. I’ll never forget the woman with 
nerves of steel, as I lowered, then turned 
the box towards the fence an opossum 
leapt out, right on top of her foot. She 
never moved or said anything, but her 
kids were thrilled.

Suggest that they would get better viewing 
results from inside the house behind their 
glass patio door or picture window as the 
opossums would at first explore their yard 
before moving on after dark. Scatter some 
kibble in front of their viewing window 
and tell them that’s where they’ll see the 
opossum and to not disturb them. Assure 
them they will disperse themselves, as soon 
as they get their olfactory bearings. After 
all, this is home to them.

https://opossumsocietyus.org/faq-opossum/#How%20do%20I%20prevent%20an%20opossum%20from%20drowning
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Q: I have four doing well until 
this week. Weights in the 65g  

one male is not eating with the 
others he follows them to the food 
and licks some from their fur then 
goes back to sleep with them. I put 
him back alone at the bowl and 
he doesn’t engage   After several 
attempts I tube feed him to keep 
him going. 
Thoughts?  Suggestions?
Laura

Return Q: Is it eliminating 
properly? Does it need 

stimulation? Is it bloated?
Does it have a sore or growth in 
its mouth, lips, tongue or teeth?
Leslie

Return A: Nothing in exam. 
Eliminating properly not 

bloated. It is otherwise completely 
fine. Starts toward food turns 
around with others. Even in the 
morning when it should be hungry.  
It’s getting some or it would t be 
pooping and peeing just lazy. 
Laura

Return A: I would supplementally 
hand feed it by syringe. If he 

doesn't take the syringe, there's 
definitely something very wrong, 
maybe get xrays for intestinal 
inflammation or blockage.  If he 
does take the syringe, he's just 
being a big baby and he'll come 
around to eating on his own soon.  
Sometimes you have to go back 
to the prior formula/mix/gruel 
that the opossum was eating well 
on if they resist advancing to the 
next phase of their diet.  It’s not 
unusual to go back and forth a bit.  
Sometimes I’ve had a litter stuck 
on formula for what seems like 
forever, then they start turning 
up their nose at being fed formula  
 

and go right to gruel without an 
introduction period.
Leslie

Q: Subject: Opossum with babies 
in garage.

I have a mother opposum with 8 
babies living in my garage.  She 
and I enountered each other one 
day. She continues to live there 
out of the weather (Central 
NJ). She looked like a slightly 
undernourished Virginia Opossum. 
Her babies ranged from tiny in 
and out of her pouch to one much 
larger.  Anyway, am I doing the 
right thing by her; Leaving out 
water in a bowl, paper plate 
with Almonds, Sunflower seeds in 
shell, Pistachios, cut apples (eats 
rarely), small amount of turkey on 
bone, and sliced turkey sausage.  
I figured the large number of 
Almonds might be a better source 
of calcium than chicken bones 
which are dangerous.  I was 
thinking of getting Possum mix at 
Amazon, but it is pricey for 1 lb, 
and I was looking at insectoid fish 
food and dry and wet cat food.  
Let me know.  She was scrawny, 
but no longer, I've been feeding 
her for about two weeks.  I missed 
one night and she overturned the 
plates and water bowl, so I am 
concerned about her becoming 
dependent.  I figure it will be 90 
days before her babies are full 
grown.  Am I wrong?
Jack

A: Hi Jack,
It sounds like you have a 

mother with a double litter and 
she could certainly use your help. 
The Latin name for opossums is 
didelphis, meaning double womb, 
then Virginiana from where they 
were first observed= didelphis 
Virginiana. Opossum mothers 
(as most marsupials) can seal off 

one or both ovaries to regulate 
the development of the young, 
depending on how bountiful the 
environmental year is becoming 
for food sources.  Ideally, she 
should have allowed the first, 
larger babies to develop and get 
them out on their own before 
she allowed the second litter to 
develop.  This is a strain on her and 
the babies considering her milk 
composition changes 11 times 
during their development, so one 
litter or both are not receiving 
the optimum formula from their 
Mom according to their growth 
cycle. I have had double litters in 
rehab before and I have heard of 
other rehabilitators experiencing 
it.  I had one with 18 babies, and 
they only have 13 teats, and not 
all may be functioning!  Typically, 
we separate the older litter and 
raise them on their own until they 
are big enough to release and let 
the Mom raise the smaller litter.  
If Mom has no injuries and is 
healthy and nourished, we release 
her with the smaller ones still in 
the pouch. Sounds like you have 
Mom on the right track.  Calcium 
supplement is key.  I would feed 
her a "sloppy scrambled egg" with 
pieces of the shell in it a couple of 
times a week or purchase  whole 
sardines IN WATER, NOT OIL 
and give her a couple a week.  
You are right to be concerned 
about chicken bones.  Meat should 
always be fed with the bone, raw 
chicken drummettes are good.  
You mention getting possum mix 
on Amazon.com. I have never 
heard of that.  When I searched 
for it on Amazon, I only got an 
audio CD from George Jones.
You are doing the Mom opossum 
a big favor, she won't become 
dependent and will leave when 
she feels she can take care of her 
babies, maybe about the time she 

FROM THE POUCH

Continued on page 11
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would be letting the older ones 
go.  She may leave the older ones 
in your garage but they, too, 
will have the instinct to wander 
around in their transient life style 
after a couple of weeks of Mom 
leaving and they will be gone.  They 
will remember your hospitality 
and return every couple weeks to 
see if the feed trough is still open, 
then move on again.  You didn't 
mention their sizes, just that they 
were different.  I'm sending you 
the orphan care diet sheet and 
the release size chart which may 
help you determine their ages and 
better determine when they'll be 
leaving.  I'm sure they are all very 
appreciative.  Just make sure you 
are not tardy with the food, the 
opossum is very punctual in its 
nightly ritual.
Leslie 

Q: Just curious, should I 
transport the babies in the 

dead mom's pouch to the rescue 
center or remove them from the 
nipple before transporting them?
Thanks,
Julie

A:  I would transport the dead 
mother with babies attached 

to the teats to the nearest 
rescue center.  If there’s going 
to be a several hour/overnight 
delay in getting the mother to a 
rehabilitator, gently remove the 
babies from the teats by grasping 
their head, keeping it in line with 
their neck and perform a half 
twist to loosen them from their 
grasp.  You don’t want to deal 
with the side effects of babies 
suckling rancid milk.
Leslie

Q: Subject: will mother accept 
new joey?

I am a rehabber and have a female 
with 5 joeys who was attacked by 
a dog. She is fine now and ready 

for release. I just got a single joey 
the same age as the others who 
would love to join the family. 
Has anyone tried this? Babies are 
about 150 gms, eyes open, active 
outside the pouch.Thanks!
Patti

A: We have done successful 
surrogate opossum mother 

several times.  Also some failures.  
The baby must be warmed to 95 
degrees (must be Mom's body 
temperature or she won't take 
it).  It can be placed inside the 
pouch while Mom is sleeping.  If 
you place the baby just outside 
the pouch, it should crawl in also.  
I'd keep the mother for a couple 
of days to make sure the baby 
has been accepted.  If the baby 
is found outside the pouch after 
placement, it has been rejected for 
whatever reason.  Mom opossums 
seem to know when there's a flaw 
in a baby and will leave their 
own flawed baby, or any attempt 
surrogacy outside the pouch to 
perish.  She is geared to raise 
only viable babies.  Keep in mind 
when you get in a singleton way 
under age for release, it could be 
a reject from its own mother.  We 
call them "our little lemons."  We 
go ahead a raise them to release 
size because who knows what 
function they could still serve in 
the environment, even if it's just 
food for some predator, as the 
more robust opossum gets away.
Leslie

Q: Hi, There is a lovely mama 
opossum in my yard with a 

ton of babies, and I am worried 
she is trapped. She is currently 
hiding under our grill (it’s early 
morning here). I am keeping my 
dog in to give her time to figure it 
all out and go where she needs to 
go, rest, etc, but how will I know 
if she needs help getting out of 
my fenced yard? I’m worried she 
can’t climb as well w these babies- 

i think she fell in the yard from 
another tree and can’t get out. 
Should I put out some food for 
her? Thank you?
Meg

A: Opossums are very good 
climbers.  Most likely she came 

into your yard looking for leftover 
dog food, or snails, if you have 
a garden. She won't try to find 
another place to go to during the 
day.  They are nocturnal and she 
knows she's completely exposed 
and more vulnerable to discovery 
and attack during the day.  She is 
hunkered down in your BBQ until 
nightfall.  Surprisingly, opossums 
think BBQs are quite suitable as 
a day hiding spot, since we get so 
many calls of them being located 
there. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=l_tk1l6eEdo   
Place a bowl of water nearby for 
her to drink as she's exiting tonight.  
Keep your dog in for about one 
hour at dusk.  Take your dog out 
on a leash in the backyard after 
nightfall and see if he alerts you 
to the mother opossum in your 
yard.  If she's still there, consider 
leaning something against your 
fence for her to crawl up and out.
Leslie

Q: BTW, have you had luck 
getting joey opossums to drink 

from hamster-style water bottles?  
I'm  still giving them the choice 
of a water bowl because I don't 
want anyone to get dehydrated 
if they won't. But it sure would 
be nice to switch them over so 
they always have a supply of fresh 
water. I give them a latrine but 
someone always prefers to poop in 
the water bowl.
Jackie

A: Reference water bottles.  I 
get all my opossums on water 

bottles.  Had to.  Before I retired, 

Continued on page 12

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l_tk1l6eEdo


12 OSUS 
www.opossumsocietyus.org

I was working 12 hour days and 
had two hour drive each day.  I 
just couldn't clean cages daily.  
So, I have the litter box and the 
hanging bottles.
First, you have to make sure 
the water bottle is hung at the 
correct height for the opossum's 
size.  It needs to be just high 
enough where their face would 
bump into it if they walk next to 
or underneath.  Sometimes I put 
a water bowl underneath the 
nipple of the water bottle, just 
to help them get the idea.  The 
water bottle nipple sticks out just 
enough to make it uncomfortable 
for them to stand and eliminate 
in the bowl underneath.  I made 
the following videos with my 

husband’s help on hanging water 
bottles;
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=92ca1n9lSLg
Along with adding a wire to 
customize the height of the 
water bottle, you need to make 
sure it is hung correctly so it 
doesn't leak:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8xhOoVOYiaE&t=16s
Hope these help.  Sometimes 
it takes a few days, but when 
I start to hear that "tap, tap, 
tap" underneath the privacy 
towel over the water bottle 
area, I know it's ” mission 
accomplished.”
Leslie  

FROM THE POUCH, continued from page 11

As always, we never share, lend or sell our membership list to another other person, organization or business.

So, please bear with us (I’m talking to myself as much as I am talking to you). Our webmaster warned us a new program would 
mean finding new bugs we didn’t know we had.  Please, let us know any and every difficulty you have with this Summer 2019 
newsletter. We need to know what steps you took to open it and at 
what point it stalled and what the computer said. 

The ultimate goal is to get information to our membership that 
has relevance to all the opossumophiles, rehabilitators, veterinary 
personnel and animal services. I ask that you all read the From the 
Pouch and Mail Pouch selections in the newsletter. They are only a 
small portion of the questions we get and answer from the public and 
other rehabilitators. We feel if they came across the situation, YOU 
may come across the same situation and you would know the answer.

Thank you for caring about America’s misunderstood marsupial.

Leslie Bale

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT continued from page 1

NOTE:  We do not edit either the Mail Pouch or From the Pouch column questions for grammar, spelling or punctuation.  
We do hope our return answers are perfectly punctuated.  We welcome reader's feedback and/or experience with any of 
the subjects that are brought into question.  Our goal is for printing these selections is to help you be a better opossum 
rehabilitator, educator or just an informed opossum-appreciator, armed with good information to spread about opossums.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92ca1n9lSLg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8xhOoVOYiaE&t=16s
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It has been brought to our attention that 
WalMart no longer carries pure calcium 
carbonate. In fact, most all calcium 
supplements included vitamin D3. You do 
not want to add vitamin D3 or any other 
supplement or vitamin to the calcium 
supplementation of your opossums unless there 
are other underlying problems that require 
supplementation. Currently, the calcium carbonate 1,000 mg is 
the closest to the calcium needs of the opossum. You will have to 
cut the capsule or powder to where you are only supplementing 
70-80% of the 1,000 mg tablet or capsule.

If you purchase the calcium carbonate product hyperlinked below, 
it takes 3 tablets to make the 1,000 mg dose, so you would use 
two full tablets and cut the third table in half and that would equal 
750 mg. After you grind up the 2 ½ tablets, you can measure to 
see what the amount is and convert to teaspoons. The chart below 
may not be accurate for the volume of calcium carbonate.

* Pure calcium carbonate is hard to find nowadays, vitamin 
companies keep switching up their product offerings. The 
strength must be 700-800 mg per teaspoon. You don't want 
vitamin D3 added. High levels of vitamin D3 in dog food has 

caused major problems. You don’t want even more added to their 
calcium. They do need vitamin D3, but exposure to sun 20-30 
minutes once a week should do it. It's easy to overdose on all 
the additional vitamins and minerals these products include.

Calcium Carbonate 1,000 mg (you'll have to reduce the amount 
given to equal 700-800)

https://www.swansonvitamins.com/kal-calcium-citrate-1000-
1000-mg-180-tabs#product-details

We have also eliminated apple juice as a method of rehydration. 
Apple juice is too full of sugar (which causes dehydration) 
and the arsenic levels in apple juice has not been resolved by 
regulation and inspection.

UPDATE TO ORPHAN CARE DIET (PAGE 4)

Purina Kitten Chow Blended Vegetables Yogurt Calcium Carbonate*

1/2 cup 1/2 Tbsp 1/2 Tbsp 1/8 tsp

1 cup 1 Tbsp 1 Tbsp 1/4 tsp

2 cups 2 Tbsp 2 Tbsp 1/2 tsp

4 cups 4 Tbsp 4 Tbsp 1 tsp

PORTION SAMPLES

https://www.swansonvitamins.com/kal-calcium-citrate-1000-1000-mg-180-tabs
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WHY WE DON’T FEED BABY FOOD TO OUR OPOSSUMS
Consumer Reports testing:

•	 https://www.consumerreports.org/food-safety/heavy-metals-in-baby-food/

OPOSSUMS IN THE NEWS
What Opossums Can Teach Us About Why We Age

•	 https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-new-old-age/201906/what-opossums-can-teach-us-about-why-we-age

T-shirts still available until the end of the 
year:

•	 h t t p s : / / o p o s s u m s o c i e t y u s . o r g /
opossum-gift-catalog/

https://opossumsocietyus.org/opossum-gift-catalog/
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OSUS MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM
_____Please find enclosed my tax-deductible donation.

____I want to become a member of O.S.U.S.  

($30 / year U.S/, $40.00 year int’l)

____ Please renew my membership of OSUS ($30/year)

(Check one of the above)

Name: ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Telephone: __________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

 

Membership is $30.00 annually

 

Please mail check to:

OSUS
P.O. Box 16724
Irvine, CA 92623

Or register via PayPal online at our website:  

www.OpossumSocietyUS.org  

Note: The OSUS membership/email list is never given out to any 

other organization. It is used for official OSUS business only. Your 

membership renewal month due is the month you joined.

The Opossum Society of the United States  
Wishes to Thank Our Contributors

 
Elisa Mahan

Sueann Lopez
Drs. Dick & Leslie Richards

Nancy Smyth
John Richards

Nicholas Hodge & Maya Ruettger-Cruciana
Kathy Duncan

Stephanie Mann
Kathleen Ryan

Michele Pappagianis
Ann Bess

Ernie Lakics
William & Carol-Ann Hughes

Catherine Toomey
Cris Alvis

Adriana Matagarza
Catherine Stanton

Barbara Trevino
Donald Nesbitt
Julianna Sand
Sean Sessions
Alison Beman

Karen-Marie Mason
Lauren Johnson

Julia Apgar
Pamela Schaming

Debby Morris
Caroline Kenner

Ann Worley
Cris Alvis
Amy Ellis

Brass Bird Designs
David McGuire

Barbara Trevino
Paula Taylor

Marcia Balkan

Without our contributors and those members whose 
work generates donations to OSUS, we would not 
be able to care for as many orphans, save as many 

injured or reach so many people with our information 
on opossums. Good job, and thank you all! Your 

generosity really make a difference.

Here is a fun way to help opossums. Combine your two favorite hobbies 
- shopping and opossums! Visit our online gift catalog. Follow the links 
to some great shopping sites such as Amazon.com and iGive.com. Buy 
books, videos, music, toys, gifts and lots more! Every purchase you 
make helps the opossums. OSUS receives a portion of every purchase. 
So Spend! Spend! Spend! After all, it is for a good cause! Tell your 
friends! Remember, you must access Amazon.com and iGive.com from 
the LINKS on the OSUS webpage in order for us to get credit for your 
purchase. Do not go directly to Amazon or iGive.
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Join OSUS and receive ...

•	 Quarterly Issues of ‘Possum Prints.
•	 Updated diet/development/medical sheets.
•	 Orphan/Injured care information.
•	 Veterinarian/emergency care list.
•	 A warm, fuzzy feeling!

Phone Calls and Mail: 
Due to the tremendous 
volume of messages left 
on our Board of Directors, 
Counselor, and City 
Coordinators’ answering 
machines, toll and long 
distance calls which 
require an answer will be 
returned collect.

When requesting 
information from the 
Society, please enclose a 
self-addressed stamped 
envelope (SASE). Due to 
the high volume of mail 
requests and the cost of 
postage, the Society can 
no longer absorb this 
expense.

Donations to defray the 
costs of printed materials 
will be accepted at any 
time.

Address correction 
requested. 
Postage Guaranteed

OSUS Board of Directors
August 2017-2019

Leslie	Bale	•	(562)	804-3038	•	President/Liaison,	Official	Agencies	•	VOpossum@aol.com 
Leslie	Brogan	•	(818)	255-0925	•	Secretary

Crystal	Norris	•	Email:	crystaln@sonic.net	•	Treasurer 
Melinda	Smith	•	Email:	Opawsum@aol.com	•	At	Large

Please take the time to send us a change of address card when you move so 
that you do not miss out on any issues of ‘Possum Prints. 
Printed on recycled paper.

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org

Meetings and Events
2019 Event Location

Oct	5-6	 IWRC	Basic	Wildlife	Rehabilitation* .................................................................................................. Kingston, RI
Nov	1-4	 CCWR	25th	Annual	Symposium ......................................................................... Tenaya Lodge, Yosemite, CA
* All IWRC courses are described and available to purchase on their website (theIWRC.org)

2020
Feb	25-20	 NWRA	Symposium ..............................................................................................................South Padre Island, TX

https://theiwrc.org/

