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The new Orphan Care Manual is now 
available. It replaces our old 1995 
manual. The new manual is 50 pages 
and contains information including; 
How to Read a Syringe, Rehydrating, 
Stimulation, Housing, Pinkies, Litterbox 
Training, Common Opossum Problems 
and Solutions, Medical Problems and 
Emergency Treatment, Deworming Chart, 
Dehydation, Medicating the Opossum, 
Preparing the Opossums for Release and 
much more! 

Included with the booklet are separate 
attachments; Orphan Care Diet 
Sheet, Feeding Chart, Tube-Feeding 
Instructions (to supplement the tube-
feeding information on the 
DVD), Development of the 
Pouch Young, NWRA/IWRC 
Minimum Housing Guidelines 
for Opossums, Advantage Dose 
Chart, Releasable Size Chart, 
Opossum Defense Mechanisms, 
Sweet Wound Care (using honey 
and sugar as medical treatments), 
Medication List for Opossums, 
Opossum Blood Normals, 
Controlling Fleas, Keeping 
Opossums Safe from Pools and 
Spas and a complete reference 
list on where to obtain products, 
equipment and accessories. 

We geared the manual to help everyone 
from the novice opossum care-givers to 
the more experienced rehabilitators.

Right now it’s mailed in hard copy form, 
but don’t worry, soon we will be putting 
it and the Orphan Care DVD online where 
you can pay the same price to have it 
downloaded to your home computer. 
Having it online will allow us to update 
as needed without having to face 
reproduction costs. We welcome your 
suggestions and requests for specific 
information to be included. The manual 
has wide margins for printing out and 
having it spiral bound by your local 
Staples, Office Max or Office Depot, if you 
wish.

We are gradually phasing out our gift 
catalog selections. Items that sell out 

will not be replaced. We will keep the 
Orphan Care Manual and Education Slide 
Show (which will also be placed on the 
Internet to purchase and download). Our 
most popular sellers are the Orphan Care 
Manual and the Education Slide Show (in 
CD form).

Those of you that have ordered the 
manual since May 1 have been getting 
the new manual mailed to you. If it has 
the artwork shown at left on the first 
page, it is the new version of the Orphan 
Care Manual.

The manual was proofed by Tammy 
Williams, RN and wildlife rehabilitator, 
Louise Tinz, opossum wildlife rehabilitator. 
The medication list was compiled by 
Kim Osborne, DVM and the bulk of the 
manual was compiled by Leslie Hall, DVM 
and former Vice President of OSUS and 
Leslie Bale, President, OSUS. Order the 
manual through our website at: www.
opossumsocietyus.org. You can order 
through PayPal, or scroll through the 
catalog pages to nearly the end where 
you can print out a PDF form, complete it, 
and mail in your order with a check for the 
correct amount.

Leslie Bale

NEW BASIC OPOSSUM ORPHAN CARE MANUAL
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Q   So, I see bat houses, bird 
houses, bee hives, etc... but I never 
see opossum dens. If I wanted to 
build a cozy den to invite opossums 
to live nearby, what would be 
some good specifications?
Joseph

A 
 Opossums don't make a 

permanent home. They will take 
advantage of various hidey-
holes to in which to sleep during 
the day. They will have several 
locations picked out and alternate 
sleeping 2-3 days in those places. 
I would get a cat size plastic 
carrier
Then I would remove the steel 
door.

I would cover the top and sides 
of the container with rubber 
matting that hangs down almost 
all the way to the ground; about 
4 inches above the air holes. You 
would be making a cross with the 
covering mats. Leave about 4" 
gap at the front entrance from 
the edge of the rubber mat drape 
to the ground. Shred and/or 

wad up several individual pieces 
of newspaper for insulation and 
concealment. Place the carrier in 
a shaded area of the yard with 
the entrance facing and about 
a foot from the fence, side of a 
house, some solid edifice.
They will come. Check the 
house every once in a while and 
remove trampled newspaper 
and replace with fresh wadded 
and/or shredded. They may add 
some branches and leaves they 
found in the area. Opossums like 
tight, enclosed places, with lots of 
concealment and cover and the 
possibility to build a "plug" to the 
entrance, so a predator trying to 
pull away the newspaper from the 
entrance will alert them to the 
pending intrusion.
Leslie

Q    Subject: want possums; don't 
want cats
Hi, I feed doves seeds in my 
yard and recently found a pile 
of feathers. quite sure it was a 
cat. So I put chicken wire around 
the top of my walls as much as 
possible, to deter neighbors' cats 
from killing the birds. Last night, 
a possum was in the yard and I 
was worried that it couldn't find 
a way out, but apparently it did, 
unless it's hiding under a bush. 
I don't want to be cruel to the 
possums, which I love, but really 
don't want cats! I'm wondering 
how a possum would get out of 
my yard (which has many trees) 
if the walls are pretty inaccessible 
because of the chicken wire.
thanks! Ellie

A   Ellie,
Opossums can climb trees very 
well (but so can cats) and as long 
as a tree branch stretches out to 
the fence, they can get out by 
climbing.

Boy, I sure wish I knew of a way 
to keep cats out of my yard too.
Leslie
Return Response:
I assume I’d see the opossum 
somewhere in my yard if it got 
trapped in my yard because of 
the chicken wire? Where do they 
spend the day? Feeling guilty. 
Yes, I’m really angry that people 
let cats run lose to decimate the 
bird populations. I’m also really 
overly emotional about wildlife. 
Can’t watch nature films when 
they kill each other. (Which might 
mean I shouldn’t follow my urge 
to go to Africa.)
Thanks again!
Ellie
Return Answer:
Ellie,
Opossums are pretty resourceful 
when choosing a daytime sleeping 
place. I've had calls of them in 
overturned empty flower pots, 
BBQs, in a dense shrub, under a 
wooden deck, squeezed in behind 
something stacked against the 
house or fence and their favorite 
in my yard is the suspicious looking 
bump underneath something 
I have tarped. A bump that 
rises and falls rhythmically with 
breathing.
Leslie

Q 
We saw an Opossum last night 

in our yard. She came up from 
underneath our patio. I blocked 
the small opening after she was 
out. This morning I woke to her 
trying to get into that now covered 
space. This time she had one baby 
clinging to her. She definitely did 
not have the baby when she left 
the space. 
I feel terrible that there might be 
more babies where she has tried 

Continued on page 4
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OSUS MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM
_____Please find enclosed my tax-deductible donation.

____I want to become a member of O.S.U.S.  

($30 / year U.S/, $40.00 year int’l)

____ Please renew my membership of OSUS ($30/year)

(Check one of the above)

Name: ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Telephone: __________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________
 
Membership is $30.00 annually
 
Please mail check to:

OSUS
P.O. Box 16724
Irvine, CA 92623

 
Or register via PayPal online at our website:  

www.OpossumSocietyUS.org  
Note: The OSUS membership/email list is never given out to any other 

organization. It is used for official OSUS business only. Your membership 
renewal month due is the month you joined.

Pennsylvania firemen run from opossum found in their fire station’s supply room.

https://www.firefightingnews.com/firefighters-run-fear-possum-invades-fire-house/

OPOSSUMS IN THE NEWS

The Opossum Society of the  
United States 

Wishes to Thank Our 
Contributors

E. Ramirez Mahan

Gloria Karpus

Ann Bess

Cris Alvis

Barbara Trevino

W. Scott Garland

Stephanie Mann-Olson

Abigail Richlin

Barbara Trevino

Cris Alvis

Without our contributors and those 
members whose work generates 

donations to OSUS, we would not be 
able to care for as many orphans, save as 

many injured or reach so many people 
with our information on opossums. Good 

job, and thank you all! Your generosity 
really make a difference.

httpS
Our website is now a secure site. Whenever you see https at the beginning of a website, the “s” on the 
end means it’s a secure site. We hope this will give you more confidence when shopping on our catalog 
webpage and making purchases through PayPal.  
 
https://opossumsocietyus.org/opossum-gift-catalog/
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twice today to get in. It is now 
nearly one in the afternoon, and 
I just saw her again in our yard, 
without the baby that I saw this 
morning. I don't know what to 
do. We are animal lovers and have 
taken sole babies that we have 
found before to Project wildlife 
in San Diego. Any advice you can 
assist me with? Thank you kindly, 
Grant 

A  Uncover the space to let her 
back in. They only spend 2-3 
days in the same spot. Wad up 
newspapers to block the entrance, 
just enough that she can pull out 
to get back in. Do this for the 
next couple of nights and the 
morning you wake up and she 
has not pulled out the newspaper 
to get back in for the day, you'll 
know she switched to one of her 
alternate den sites. Then put the 
more sturdy blockade in place so 
she doesn't try to utilize it again 
after she's made the rounds with 
her other den sites.

Q   Subject: My asshole dog found 
this
My dog has been nosing around 
a bush in my yard. She found a 
small possum. It hissed at me but 
now it’s in a box with a bit of 
water and some hay. Help?!
Olivia
A: If the opossum is about 7", nose 
to rump, not counting the tail, it’s 
on its own. These first few weeks 
as an emancipated juvenile are 
when they get into the most life-
threatening situations.
If you get this message tonight, 
keep your dog inside and let the 
opossum back loose in your yard. 
It will follow its mother's old scent 

trails to find better 
yards to forage for 
bugs and leftover dog 
food in.

If you get this message in the 
morning, it will be sleeping all day, 
pick a time after dusk to let it go 
(again, keeping your dog inside) 
and when you have to let your 
dog in the yard after you release 
the opossum, have it on a leash 
for that night to give the opossum 
time to get out of your yard that 
night. Take the dog around the 
yard on a leash to see if it alerts 
on the opossum still being in your 
yard.
If it’s too small, return to our 
website and look under How to 
Locate a Wildlife Rehabilitator 
Near You. Keep in mind, this is the 
crazy busy season for orphaned 
opossums and most, if not all, are 
pretty much filled with opossums 
right now.
Return answer:
He was gone from the box when I 
checked on him later that night.

Q   Hello, i live in Veracruz, Mexico 
and am a wildlife rehabber. That 
said, i dont have much experience 
in opossums, but right now 
many foljs have brought me baby 
opossums to care for. I thought i 
was doing well until a few days 
ago 3 of my younger ones started 
to go blind almost overnight. They 
were housed with others of the 
same size so i separated them and 
took them to my vet. He did a 
test on their eyes and found no 
lesions and now is telling me it is 
most probably distemper. I would 
like a second opinion since they 
have no other symptoms...they eat 
well and i assumed it was poor 
nutrition since for a while i couldnt 
find quality puppy milk, its rare in 
my part of the world, they were 
being fed puppy milk just not very 
high quality...anyway, now i have 

better milk and except for the 
eyes they are fine. Have you seen 
this before? the others havent 
developed symptoms. The only 
change before going blind was that 
i moved them into an enclosure 
with sawdust...i feel awful if that 
was the cause, now they are back 
in a box with paper towells...but 
distemper would be very bad 
news! is this possible? the vet gave 
me a series of eyedrops that act 
as antibiotic, antiinflamatory and 
lubricant, and says to take them 
back in 5 days...i fear euthanasia, 
so i just wanted to write you and 
see if you have any insight on this. 
Thank you!!!
Anais

A   I'm sorry, we only deal 
with Virginia Opossums, not the 
common opossum species that is in 
Mexico and Central America. I've 
never heard of Opossums getting 
distemper. For eye problems, I 
use the homeopathic Euphrasia. 
Euphrasia works on all species eye 
problems.
Return Q:
ok, thank you! i didnt think they 
could get distemper but this vet 
acts quite sure of himself...i will 
buy the homeopathy you suggest, 
how often do you apply? 
thank you so much for your help!!!
Anais
Return A:
Dose them just once. I will forward 
you information on handling 
homeopathics

Q  Hello Opossum society-
I was referred to you by the 
California Wildlife Center. I have 
two orphaned opossums living in 
my yard. I’ve been feeding them 
every night and given them some 
outdoor shelter. They’ve been 
eating like little piggies but I’m 

MAIL POUCH continued from page 2
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Continued on page 6

concerned they’re still way too 
small to be on their own. I want to 
take them in because I do have a 
lot of larger predators in my yard 
but wanted to get an opinion on if 
this is a wise choice or not. I don’t 
want to harm these adorable little 
guys at all. Thank you for your 
time. 
-Lindsay 

A   Thank you so very much for 
the picture. They are of a size to 
make it on their own. Usually 
Mom lets them go one - two 
weeks older, but I've actually seen 

Mom let them go a bit younger 
also.
If you help them out with a little 
food, they won't have to wander 
as far away until they get to a 
size that cats won't bother them 
and they need to learn predator 
avoidance wherever they are. They 
can smell and hear predators.
Leslie

Q   Subject: 2 opossums fighting
Hi-
We heard noises on our deck 
late tonight and saw 2 opossums 
fighting each other- drawing 
blood and ripping out fur. It was 
night, we turned on and off the 
lights but it did not encourage 

them move on until a while later... 
We have no food or water sources 
as you've described in our yard... 
Is this normal behavior for these 
animals (and we wait for them to 
hopefully move on soon), or should 
we be concerned? We've lived in 
this house 20 years and never 
encountered this behavior from 
opossums and never had even 1 
this close to the house.
Thank you for your help!

A No, it's not normal, unless 
they were mating.

Return Q:
What do you think we should do 
then? Tufts of fur, bitting each 
others necks bloody not bleeding 
drips.... is that mating? Rabies? 
We live in a small town with a 
wooded area around us, but in 20 
years have never encountered this. 
Return A:
Biting the neck, to hold the 
female down, female twisting to 
bite back and squirm away. LOTS 
of growling, hissing, packing, fur 
pulled out, that’s mating. We've 
stood two feet away, right over 
a mating, and they paid us no 
attention. 
Many wildlife species have a rather 
violent mating.
Return Comment:
Wow.... So our deck is now serving 
a new purpose! 
Will they move on and not make 
our deck their home? And should 
we now start expecting repeat 
visits for mating purposes?
Thank you for your help and 
answering my questions!
Return A:
Just don't leave out a bunch of 
scented candles and broadcast 
mood music onto your patio.
They are transient, they go their 
separate ways.  I doubt you'll ever 

witness anything like that ever 
again.
Return comment:
OK! We're thinking of getting 
candles scented like fox/bobcat/
coyote!!
Can't believe we saw that last 
night.... Certainly an education 
and really strange they opted for 
the deck 2 feet from the glass door 
to the house. Apparently they are 
very comfortable with us! 
Thank you for your guidance!!

Q  Sorry to bother you again, 
Leslie, but I wonder if you have 
any experience with an opossum 
throwing up. 
He has been with us for a while and 
is growing and thriving but today 
he is throwing up something dark. 
He re-ingests it immediately and 
seems active and not upset by it, 
but I am of course.
Is this something they do that I'm 
unaware of or is this unusual?

A   They don't throw up. As 
you observed, they retch, hack 
something up, then chew it up and 
swallow it back down. I noticed 
they would do that when I gave 
them daily citrus stuff; oranges, 
pineapples, etc. so I cut back to 
once a week. Anything new in the 
diet? Something acidic?
Leslie

Q   We have two female opossums 
that live indoors. They are currently 
ridden with fleas (they didn't have 
them last year). What is a safe & 
effective treatment? We'd really 
appreciate your expertise on this. 
Julianne

A   Use Advantage II, cat 
dosage as the label directs. You 



6 OSUS 
www.opossumsocietyus.org

MAIL POUCH continued from page 5

can purchase it online or at Pet 
Supply stores. You have to treat 
their environment also. If you 
have indoor carpets, you'll have 
to clean them with a Flea Buster 
added to the shampoo. Research 
online how to use diatomaceous 
earth to suffocate fleas, and then 
vacuum up.

Q   Dan here from Imagine Our 
Florida, a 501(c)(3) educational 
wildlife and wildspaces non-profit 
here in Florida. A couple of weeks 
ago 2 governor candidates decided 
to hold opossums upside down by 
their tail for a stupid promotional 
stunt that happens in a community 
here in north Florida. What are 
the repercussions of this type of 
theatrics for the opossum?
We are a science based 
organization and want to know 
your science based information.
Thank you!
Dan

A   That's a hard question 
to answer. Do you have a 
picture of the event where 
I could see the size of the 
opossums and where exactly 
they were grasping it on the 
tail and how long this photo 
session took?
As you probably already 
know, Animal Control officers 
frequently capture opossums 
by their tails and quickly 
place them in a carrier to 
secure. The younger, lighter, 
the opossum is, the less 
of a deal it is. Even gently 
shaking the young opossum 
as it bends its body upward 
towards the hand holding it, 
disorientating it long enough 
for the handler to get it into 

a safe place, causes no 
harm to the young 
opossum.
Opossums use their tail 

as a fifth limb. Young opossums are 
the ones you always see posed on 
stationery photos hanging by their 
tail as they could, in nature, make 
a misjudgment during use of that 
tail as an anchor and reaching for 
another limb to grasp with their 
forelegs and having it be out of 
reach, leaving them swinging 
by their tail momentarily. They 
recover and double back on their 
tail to reach the original branch 
and try a different approach.
Adult opossums are too heavy 
to hang by their tails. A 
knowledgeable handler will grasp 
the opossum close to the base of 
the tail to avoid dislocating any 
tail bones as they lift them up, 
again, for a quick movement to a 

place of concealment and safety 
for transport.
I've heard of wildlife rehabilitators 
releasing a litter of opossums 
when they are old enough (about 
1 lb.) by grasping a tail of each 
opossum between their fingers 
(between thumb and forefinger, 
forefinger and middle finger and 
so on) but I don't abide by that as 
I don't believe you get a true sense 
of your grip upon the opossum. 
Again, it would be a short time 
and transport from a carrier 
to a nearby thick brush you've 
identified as the release point.
This is all empirical observations. 
I haven't followed animal control 
officers around and demanded an 
x-ray of an opossum's tail bones if 
I thought it was mishandled. But 
common sense and over 30 years 
of observing opossums in my care 
has taught me that just being in a 

human's grasp is frightening 
to these creatures. We are 
predators to them. They 
don't like being exposed, 
out in the open and they 
certainly don't like being 
held aloft. If I pick them up 
by their tail, I have a thick, 
rolled up newspaper to slide 
under their belly for their 
feet to grasp onto and they 
cease scrambling to get some 
kind of hold of something, 
anything until I move them 
quickly to a carrier I have 
placed as close as possible to 
the transfer point.
Leslie
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THE SUNSHINE SPOT FLY TRAP POUCH
Some of you may have seen this product being 
shared on Facebook.  I don’t know anyone 
personally who has tried it but we’d love to hear 
from the readership if you have and it works as 
well as the video indicates.

I personally have always used Rescue© fly traps 
but they unfortunately emit a foul odor to attract 
flies and some neighbors have thought that it 
was the opossums that stank.

I can only find this item for sale from The 
Sunshine’s Spot own brand name website (listed 
immediately below).  Again, anyone who has 
found this item in a nationwide chain store, let 
us know.

https://thesunshinespot.com/products/flynet 

Video of flytrap in use and type of bait to use:

ht t p s : / / w w w. yo u t u b e. co m / watc h ? v = K _
WOIMM4J8A 

Feel free to email OSUS with any tips on how 
to make opossum rehabilitator easier and your 
opossums more comfortable indoors or out.

Email us at:  OSUS@opossumsocietyus.org 

Visit ccwr.org/symposium for registration information in September
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Join OSUS and receive ...

•	 Quarterly Issues of ‘Possum Prints.
•	 Updated diet/development/medical sheets.
•	 Orphan/Injured care information.
•	 Veterinarian/emergency care list.
•	 A warm, fuzzy feeling!

Phone Calls and Mail: 
Due to the tremendous 
volume of messages left 
on our Board of Directors, 
Counselor, and City 
Coordinators’ answering 
machines, toll and long 
distance calls which 
require an answer will be 
returned collect.

When requesting 
information from the 
Society, please enclose a 
self-addressed stamped 
envelope (SASE). Due to 
the high volume of mail 
requests and the cost of 
postage, the Society can 
no longer absorb this 
expense.

Donations to defray the 
costs of printed materials 
will be accepted at any 
time.

Address correction 
requested. 
Postage Guaranteed

OSUS Board of Directors
August 2017-2019

Leslie	Bale	•	(562)	804-3038	•	President/Liaison,	Official	Agencies	•	VOpossum@aol.com 
Leslie	Brogan	•	(818)	255-0925	•	Secretary

Crystal	Norris	•	Email:	crystaln@sonic.net	•	Treasurer 
Melinda	Smith	•	Email:	Opawsum@aol.com	•	At	Large

Please take the time to send us a change of address card when you move so 
that you do not miss out on any issues of ‘Possum Prints. 
Printed on recycled paper.

http://www.opossumsocietyus.org

Meetings and Events
2018 Event Location
Aug 10 -11 IWRC Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation* ..........................................................................................................Lehi, UT
Sep 01-02 IWRC Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation* .........................................................................................Junction City, KS
Sep	15-16	 IWRC	Basic	Wildlife	Rehabilitation* .................................................................................................. Kingston, RI
Oct	04-06	 Florida	Wildlife	Rehabilitators	Symposium	(fwra.org)....................................................................Haines, FL
Ocb	06-07	 IWRC	Basic	Wildlife	Rehabilitation* ................................................................................................ Newport, OR
Oct	26	-	29	 California	Council	for	Wildlife	Rehabilitators	Symposium	(ccwr.org) ................................ Petaluma, CA
Nov	16	-	18	 Wildlife	Center	of	Virginia	Conference	(wildlifecenter.org) ..............................................Waynesboro, VA
2019
Mar 05 - 09 National Wildlife Rehabilitators Symposium (nwrawildlife.org) ........................................... St. Louis, MO
*IWRC (International Wildlife Rehabilitator Council) classes can be found at theIWRC.org


