
Spring2018

V i s i t  O S U S  a t  w w w . o p o s s u m s o c i e t y u s . o r g

Louise is a long-term OSUS member and has been handling the Membership 
Chairperson duties for over five years. She has been mailing out all the new 
Membership Packets, copying as materials ran low, and sending out the renewal 
and membership expired notices for the membership. All this while living 
in Arkansas; over 20 miles from the nearest Post Office and 50 miles from the 
nearest copy center.

Louise started orphan opossum care and became the Opossum Team Leader for 
Project Wildlife while living in the San Diego area of California. She continued 
opossum care after she and her husband moved to Arkansas, obtaining a license 
from the state. She has presented opossum lectures at the National Wildlife 

Rehabilitation Association 
annual symposiums.

Ever seeking perfection, she 
reworded and re-illustrated 
many of the handouts that go 
into the OSUS Membership 
Packet.

Louise now must give up the 
Membership Chairperson 
position.

Anyone who has interest in 
taking over the Membership 
position, please drop me an 
email with any questions to: 
VOpossum@aol.com 

And again, thank you Louise!

THANK YOU TO LOUISE TINZ
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The Opossum Society of the  

United States 

Wishes to Thank Our 

Contributors

Sheena John 
Virginia Drake 
Ayn Van Dyke 

Mary Thomason 
Marcia Balkan 

Michele Pappagianis 
John Richards 

Cris Alvis 
Gerard Kuehn 

Barbara Trevino

Without our contributors and those 

members whose work generates 

donations to OSUS, we would not be 

able to care for as many orphans, save as 

many injured or reach so many people 

with our information on opossums. Good 

job, and thank you all! Your generosity 

really make a difference.
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OSUS MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM
_____Please find enclosed my tax-deductible donation.

____I want to become a member of O.S.U.S.  

($30 / year U.S/, $40.00 year int’l)

____ Please renew my membership of OSUS ($30/year)

(Check one of the above)

Name: ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Telephone: __________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________
 
Membership is $30.00 annually
 
Please mail check to:

OSUS
P.O. Box 16724
Irvine, CA 92623

 
Or register via PayPal online at our website:  

www.OpossumSocietyUS.org  
Note: The OSUS membership/email list is never given out to 

any other organization. It is used for official OSUS business only. 
Your membership renewal month due is the month you joined.

DOUG CRABTREE, IN MEMORIAM

February 6, 1935 – October 24, 2017 
Chandler, TX

Doug Crabtree and his wife Nancy found themselves in 
possession of a baby opossum they rescued in Texas which 
became a member of their family as a non-releasable. Doug 
reached out to other opossum wildlife rehabilitators in Texas 

and soon found himself 
very involved in the care 
of opossums each year. 
When Doug found the 
Opossum Society of the 
United States (OSUS), he 
wanted to get even more 
involved. For over ten 
years he was the OSUS 
Treasurer, until his failing 
vision and micropsia 

prevented him from viewing or utilizing a computer screen, 
vacating his position in 2011.

I had the pleasure of meeting with Doug and Nancy, 
in person, twice in Texas. The first time he showed my 
husband, Gary, and I around the nearby city of Tyler and 
Gary changed his flat tire on our way back to Chandler after 
dinner. The second time, Doug and Nancy met me outside 
of Dallas while I was enroute to Louisiana for a NWRA 
symposium.

Doug regularly sent us music CDs he made. We talked on 
the telephone. The last time was just shortly before his 
death. It was not Doug on the other end of the line when 
my caller ID said he was calling on October 24, 2017.

Call me prejudiced, but I think it takes a special person to 
really care about the opossums. Doug talked to everyone 
about opossums and changed many people’s minds 
about our nation’s marsupial. Doug was wise and I think 
he recognized an ancient wisdom in the opossums he 
encountered, immediately making a connection between 
them.

We miss you, Doug and the opossums miss the great 
ambassador for them you became.

Leslie Bale

Here is a fun way to help opossums. Combine your two favorite 
hobbies - shopping and opossums! Visit our online gift catalog. 
Follow the links to some great shopping sites such as Amazon.
com and iGive.com. Buy books, videos, music, toys, gifts and 
lots more! Every purchase you make helps the opossums. OSUS 
receives a portion of every purchase. So Spend! Spend! Spend! 
After all, it is for a good cause! Tell your friends! Remember, you 
must access Amazon.com and iGive.com from the LINKS on the 
OSUS webpage in order for us to get credit for your purchase. 
Do not go directly to Amazon or iGive.
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Mississippi men take out their boat to rescue opossums stranded by the recent flooding:

http://www.rightthisminute.com/video/rtmtv-possum-critter-rescue

OPOSSUMS IN THE NEWS

FROM THE POUCH

Q: I've been rehabbing opossums 
for over 12 years at a wildlife 

center and have very rarely seen 
leucistic opossums.

This year so far we have had 6 
come into our center in two 
different litters. And it's only 
April.

In the past we would place them 
as educational animals assuming 
they would not last long in the 
wild because they are so very 
visible.

Now we release them as required. 
The assumption is, I suppose, that 
if they didn't survive, this feature 
would be eliminated from the gene 
pool. Still I worry about them.

Do you have any insights about 
them?

Thanks so much,

Jackie 

A: Hi Jackie, I worry about 
ALL my releases. I would 

guesstimate only one in 
nine opossums make it 
to 1 year old; leucistic 
or not. Remember, 
they are the Virginia 
white-faced opossum 
and that bright, 
glistening, white face 
shows up very well in 
the dark. Thankfully, 
they all seem to know 
to keep a low profile 
and move about in dense foliage. 
Of course it’s the newly-released 
(by Mom opossum or by wildlife 
rehabilitator) that get into the 
most trouble, many times fatally. 
They are not all meant to survive. 
Nothing is 100% guaranteed in 
nature.

Although leucism is inherited, it 
can skip generations and/or be 
recessive and not show up from 
combination genes of the mated 
pair. Any female opossum or 
litter we get in, could have the 
recessive leucistic gene hiding 
somewhere in the normal gray 
exterior which may or may not 
be passed on if they make it to 

and through reproduction and 
weaning of their young. It would 
be the same as worrying if all of 
a female opossum's nipples will 
function (many times, they don't 
all function). 

Personally, I agree with your 
center's policy, release them and 
give them a chance to survive. 

I like to quote the fictional 
character, Dr. Ishiro Seriwaza, 
in the 2014 Godzilla movie, "The 
arrogance of men is thinking that 
nature is in our control, and not 
the other way around."

Leslie
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Q: Until last night, I did not 
know what was chewing the 

wood at the bottom of outside 
stairs. This has been going for 
many months, but I finally heard 
the animal “chewing” and then 
the motion light showed me the 
opossum. It did not seem phased 
by the sudden spot light. 

Could you please suggest how to 
stop the whittling away of the 
steps of my mobile home in New 
Hampshire.

Thank you very much for your help 
and for caring about opossums.

Simone

A: Get a bottle of cayenne 
pepper spice. Mix with water 

until you have enough of a paste 
consistency to "paint" and cover 
the surface being chewed. Putting 
their mouth on cayenne pepper 
will be very undesirable and won't 
harm the opossum.

Usually this happens when there's 
a gap the opossum used to could 
get into and knows the space 
exists behind the steps. When 
steps are repaired or the opossum 
outgrows being able to squeeze 
into what was a desirable space to 
sleep in, they start pulling at the 
material with their teeth to try 
and get back in there. Same effect 
as chewing.

Q: I feed feral cats and Opossums 
come around to feed as well. I 

don't mind them eating after the 
cats.

And don't want to hurt them..

However, they go to the bathroom 
on my porch & in my garage. 
Hate cleaning up after them.

I've read it's possible to litter box 
train them. It said to use low sides 
litter boxes.

Live in Michigan, so these would 
be the Midwestern variety of 
Opossums.

Can you please help me?

I'm observing they like to go in the 
same spots so I'll place the litter 
boxes accordingly, which are next 
to walls.

A: I would also purchase a 
flat human bed pads (for 

incontinent people) and put it 
underneath the edge of the box. 
People pads are cheaper than pet 
pads, bigger AND absorb more 
urine so you could wait 3 days to 
change pads.

Return comment/question: 

It's taking me a long time to learn 
about opossums, but little by little 
by observation I'm getting there.

Years ago, one opossum that 
was spending time in one of my 
cat shelters (filled with straw) 
during the very freezing cold 
winter had urinated inside it. 
So when I discovered this during 
maintenance/cleaning I got a very 
bad impression that opossums 
are dirty. I couldn't believe they 
would go to the bathroom where 
they were sleeping! Don't know 

why, maybe he was sick or simply 
stupid?

Maybe they're like some horses 
that can be very smart or very 
stupid!

Return answer: 

Well, they normally don't, there 
must have been quite a deterrent 
outside to make them to just let 
loose inside. I've never lived where 
there's snow, or really even a 
winter but I imagine it can get 
really cold in Michigan.

Return Q: Just found a litter box 
with a very low entry I'd like to 
try that might be more inviting 
for the opossums.

It's made for geriatric rabbits, but 
I think it's big enough. 

Measures (LxWxH),  
19"x13.5"x4.25" and 1" in the 
low-entry front. Imported from 
Italy.

Also, I'm going to make sure to 
use only unscented litter.

For my cats I put in lots of 
litter because they like to cover 
everything well, but for opossums 
I'm not sure if they prefer less 
litter?

Some Opossum guy said to use 
water instead of litter in the litter 
box, but I don't like that idea.

Have you any experience with 
water litter box?

Return A: I've always just purchased 
"X-tra large" size cat litter boxes 
for the opossums. They can climb 
in and they aren't modest where 
they need privacy like a cat, 
they just want less exposure and 
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no way for a predator to trap 
them, like the one depicted below, 
pretty close to your dimensions. 
 
https://www.hayneedle.com/product/
hartz81136regularhartzlivinglittertray.
cfm 

I always use clumping litter, so it 
has to be of a depth to capture 
all the urine in a blob without 
making it all the way to the 
bottom. Otherwise, the depth is 
of no concern to the opossum.

As far as a water litterbox: I think 
scooping dry poop is a lot easier 
that fishing for floaters. I make 
sure the water bowls are not too 
big around because they will use 
them to poop in. My theory of 
opossums pooping in water is to 
disguise the smell of their poop 
from predators. They also like 
compost piles and other stinky 
material to mask their feces. 
If they are still in a cage, or an 
outdoor run, I hang water bottles 
on the wire just about mouth-
high. If the wiring of the cage 
doesn't match up to where their 
mouth can reach it, I take a wire 
coat hanger, straighten it out 
and wend it through the vertical 
bars making a new horizontal bar 
that is the right height. I file off 
or tape off the sharp ends. That 
way, I know I won't get floaters 
because they can’t get into the 
water bowl or I don’t have any. 
I've had burned mamas, hit-by-
car adults, they all learn within a 
day that "thing" dispenses water 
if you bump your mouth against 
it.

Return Q: Do your orphans go all 
by themselves in the litter boxes 
or do you have to help train them 
somehow?  While I'm still hand-
feeding,

Return A: I “potty” them with 
a cotton ball slightly moistened 
with warm water (have a trash 
can handy, and extra cotton balls)

When the babies start eliminating 
on their own, my rule of thumb is 
the litter box must be big enough 
to fit 4 butts at the same time. As 
they grow, you'll need bigger size 
litter boxes.

It takes a while, but they will 
figure out the litter box if it is 
in one corner, hammock or den 
box on another side and food and 
water bottle spaced from that. 
They like spacing between toilet, 
feeding area and den box.

Once one of the babies catches on 
to the litter box, the others follow 
suit. It's always a joy to discover 
that first little turd the size of my 
little finger nail and the pee ball 
the size of an eraser tip. I keep a 
flashlight near the cage so I see 
that someone has actually gone in 
the box.

Leslie

Q: Opossum is following me and 
my two dogs making clicking 

noise, will sit on my front stoop 
making clicking noise, went away 
for about 3 weeks but showed up 
again this morning.

A: If a female Opossum is 
clicking, she's looking for one 

of her babies that dropped off. If 
it's a male opossum clicking, he's 
seeking to mate (could be a good 
smell he’s picking up you or your 
dog). Gently push him away with 
a rolled up newspaper so he can 
find his own species.

Another thought, do you carry 
scented doggie bags? They love 
perfumy things.

Q: Hi - can't find this anywhere 
on the internet. So you have 

a baby opossum and it grows up 
- how many months old before 
it first can get pregnant - 5 
months? I rehab opossums, and 
I can't find this information any 
place, anywhere.

A: Sexually maturity occurs 
at 8 months. It would be 

EXTREMELY rare for 6 months 
or under. But you can never say 
never in most aspects of life.

Q: I am a licensed wildlife 
rehabber with my first 

opossum, young adult,

It presented to vet with minor 
frostbite injury and need to be 
relocated. Vet checked as healthy 
and released to me until weather 
improves for relocation. Has been 
eating well and pooping until 
yesterday. Last night no poop and 
only about half of food eaten. In 
outdoor enclosure with elevated 
nest box, lots of hay, but temps 
have been below 20 degrees at 
night. Should I plan a vet visit 
tomorrow or is it normal for 
functions to slow in cold weather? 
Thanks!

Katt 
Saving Things, Hunting People

A: Their function will slow down 
in extreme cold weather. I 

wouldn't worry unless it goes 3 
days without eating; however, not 
eating is the first indicator of a 
problem. If you can get it to lap 
some human Ensure (vanilla), it is 
loaded with vitamins and minerals 
mammals and even birds can use 
if they are a bit down.

Continued on page 6
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MAIL POUCH continued from page 5

Q: Hi there. We recently 
relocated from Houston to 

22 hilly, wooded acres in Eastern 
Tennessee. Have yet to witness 
any possum activity on our 
land. Is there any way to find 
rehabilitators seeking places to 
reintroduce possums to the wild? 
We'd love to welcome however 
many the landscape will support.

Sigrid

A: Contact some local 
rehabilitators and tell them 

you wish to offer your property as 
a release site for their opossums.

https://www.tn.gov/content/
tn/twra/law-enforcement.
html#rehabilitators 

Q: Hello, I’m a rehabber. I 
received a hurt opossum in 

March. He had broken ribs and 
he was fixed up. Unfortunately, 
we decided that it would be best 
for me to keep him until spring, 
since March was bitterly cold here 
and he had been about two weeks 
inside due to his injury. It would 
appear, to me at least, that spring 
never will come. The extended 
forecast says that it will be mid 
may before our nights rise up to 
40 degrees.

The opossum has been living in a 
room at a constant 55 degrees, 
maybe 53. Our daytime highs are 
soon to be in the low to mid 50s. 
Night temps, however, will be 
about 33, 34. Does he have enough 
hair to be able to be released 
now? He’s perfectly used to the 
daytime high weather, when he’ll 
be sleeping. 

Also, what do opossums eat in the 
dead of winter? I worry because 
I’ve been feeding him nicely now 
for a month - will he be able to 
find food at this time of year? I 
want him to get back into the 
swing of things outside. He’s not 
a baby - he was an adult when 
some predator crushed his ribs. 
He’s now fully healed.

Upstate New York

A: You asked if he had enough 
hair to survive, was he shaved 

to take care of his injuries? If fully 
furred, their hair does the job of 
keeping them warm in the winter, 

and insulates 
them from 
the cold of 
the winter. 
Do you know 
where he 
was picked 
up? If you 

release him within a mile of where 
he was found, he will be able to 
locate his old feeding route (they 
have a smell memory of at least 
one year). If he came from an 
urban area, he will have plenty of 
food sources from human garbage 
we leave about, animal food left 
outside, and bugs attracted to 
landscaping we plant. I'm sure his 
mother had to survive, and did, 
at least long enough to have a 
litter, creating him.

Return Q: Unfortunately, I cannot 
find out exactly where he came 
from. He was shaved a little but 
the hair is growing back in. I was 
going to released him near me, 
at the edge of a neighborhood. 
Should I supplementally feed him 
after release?

Return A: If you release them in an 
area they were not raised in and 
as you said, it’s still below freezing 
at night, I think it would be wise 
to put out some supplemental 
food in a semi-protected area 
where they could make a quick 
escape if another animal came up 
to take advantage of the food also. 
Cut back on the feeding after two 
weeks. He will have found his way 
into the neighborhood by then.

Return Comment: Here is where I 
released him

Here is the entrance I released 
him in. Do you think it’s okay?

Return Answer: Looks good to me

Leslie
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USING OUTDOOR GRAVEL OR ROCKS IN AN AQUARIUM
By Shirlie Sharpe 

Updated 01/29/18
 
Editor’s note: Although this article is particular 
to using rocks in an aquarium, please consider 
the warnings to be applicable to rocks used 
as substrate in opossum runs. Substrate used 
in outdoor runs will be subject to getting wet 
and causing the same change in pH described 
below. Opossums are consummate groomers, 
lick their feet vigorously, and then use them 
to comb through their fur. MBD is caused by 
an imbalance of Ca:Ph ratio in an opossum’s 
diet. Once we experienced an entire litter 
suffering from MBD. The cause was deter-
mined to be the phosphorous-laden automatic 
dishwasher soap the caregiver was using to 
wash the climbing branches in the dishwash-
er. The phosphorous soaked into the wood of 
the opossums climbing branches (unique, but 
ultimately unsafe way to clean). The opossums 
climbed on the branches, rubbed themselves on 
the branches, licked their feet and ultimately 
suffered from MBD.

Experts and fish enthusiasts alike are 
divided using outdoor gravel in your 
aquarium. So don't be surprised if you see 
opposing perspectives on this prospect. 
There are several reasons for this. One is 
that outdoor rocks can have a variety of 
contaminants that may not be obvious 
to the naked eye, but which can be 
hazardous to your fish.

Another more common reason is that 
some rocks or gravel are composed of 
materials that can cause a change in the 
pH and hardness of your aquarium water, 
which in turn can be harmful to your fish.

Some people feel that unless you are an 
expert at identifying rock composition, it 
is best to go to a pet shop and purchase 
use rocks and substrates that have been 
deemed safe for aquarium use. Others 
will describe how to test rocks and gravel 
to rule out hazardous materials.

Using outdoor rocks and gravel is great, 
but only if you are willing to test them. 
If you don't intend to test your rocks and 
gravel, it is best to purchase them from a 
pet shop. But be aware that on occasion 
even materials sold in pet shops have 
been known to be hazardous.

HOW TO TEST
Testing can be as simple as placing a few 
drops of vinegar on the rock or gravel 
you are considering using. If it fizzes or 
foams, don't use it, as it contains calcium 
deposits. Another way of testing rocks 
and gravel is to place them in a bucket 
of the same water that you use in your 
aquarium. Test the pH and hardness, and 
then let it sit for a week and test again.

If there is a significant change, the rocks 
or gravel are likely to cause problems.

WHAT CAN AND CANNOT 
BE USED

Wondering what is safe to use in an 
aquarium, and what isn't? The rocks that 
you should avoid are those that are highly 
calcareous – meaning they have a large 
amount of calcium. Calcareous rocks and 
gravel will alter the hardness and pH of 
your water.

ROCKS TO AVOID INCLUDE
 • Limestone - very high in calcium 

carbonate
 • Marble - has similar effect as crushed 

coral
 • Geodes
 • Dolomite - often found in crushed 

coral

 • Shells or crushed coral - not ideal for 
most freshwater tanks, but is used for 
African Cichlid tanks, where higher 
pH and hardness is desirable

SAFER ROCKS INCLUDE
 • Granite
 • Quartz
 • Slate
 • Lava Rock - take sharp edges into 

account, particularly with fish that 
have sensitive barbels, such as the 
Cory species

 • Onyx
 • Sandstone (should always test before 

using)

Regardless of the type of rock or gravel, 
you should test them to be sure. Also, take 
care to choose rocks that have smooth 
edges, as sharp-edged rocks can harm 
your fish. 

WHERE TO GET OUTDOOR 
ROCKS

Obviously, the great outdoors is a 
prime source for rocks, stones, gravel, 
and sand. However, it's also possible 
to purchase rocks and substrates from 
places other than a pet shop. Places 
they can be procured from include: 

 • Outdoors – avoid riverbeds, as you 
can disturb the native habitat

 • Garden nurseries
 • Gardening centers at department 

stores
 • Landscaping companies

All of these sources can provide you with 
inexpensive and attractive rocks and 
gravel. Just remember to take care in 
making your selections, and always test 
your rocks or gravel before you using 
them in the aquarium.

Happy rock collecting!

https://www.thespruce.com/using-outdoor-
gravel-or-rocks-in-an-aquarium-1381305 
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on our Board of Directors, 
Counselor, and City 
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machines, toll and long 
distance calls which 
require an answer will be 
returned collect.
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information from the 
Society, please enclose a 
self-addressed stamped 
envelope (SASE). Due to 
the high volume of mail 
requests and the cost of 
postage, the Society can 
no longer absorb this 
expense.

Donations to defray the 
costs of printed materials 
will be accepted at any 
time.
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requested. 
Postage Guaranteed
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