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HELP!!! INVENTORY PERSON NEEDED!!!
We are looking for someone who can 
house the inventory and handle mailing 
out the 8-10 catalog orders we get a 
month (except at Christmas, when that 
can quadruple). The volunteer would need 
email capability and the ability to send a 
copy of the USPS receipt via SmartPhone 
text or email.  The inventory is housed 
in four 43” h X 15” d x 14” w rolling mini-
drawer plastic files. The opossum toys, 
T-shirts and tote bags are kept separately 
in storage boxes so the volunteer would 
need an indoor space of approximately 
4’ x 6’ to house the inventory and have 
it be accessible. Upon receipt of a PayPal 
order, I would forward the email to the 
inventory person. If the order is mailed 
into our P.O. Box, I will scan the order 
and email it to the inventory person. The 
inventory person would then package 
and mail to the customer.  The inventory 
person would be provided with a petty 
cash account and shipping materials. 

Orders ship out Priority Mail so a tracking 
number is obtained for me to enter into 
PayPal. From Thanksgiving until four days 
before Christmas, I collect from the P.O. 
Box every 3 days to keep the Christmas 
orders shipping out quickly. 

We need someone who can make at least 
a one-year commitment. We ask you to 
check with spouses, family members, etc. 
to make sure they don’t have future plans 
of moving back in where you’d store the 
merchandise or are thinking about using 
the space for storage themselves. Also, I 
need it to be stored in an area where no 
cat will have access. I am deathly allergic 
to cats and I am always the go-between 
when the inventory is transported from 
one volunteer to another.

Contact me, Leslie Bale, if interested 
(562)  804-3038, VOpossum@aol.com. We 
would prefer someone in the Southern 

California area (Santa Barbara, Ventura, 
Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, 
Riverside, Orange, San Diego counties) 
so that I could transport the inventory to 
them; it would be cost prohibitive to ship 
the inventory. For those of you who cannot 
commit to caring for orphan or injured 
opossums nor travel and give education 
talks on opossums, this is an excellent 
opportunity to volunteer to help. The 
proceeds we get from the catalog sales 
help all our outreach programs for the 
opossum.

Leslie
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NWRA SYMPOSIUM 2018 
Anaheim, CA | February 28 – March 3, 2018

Don't be left out of this wonderful educational opportunity!
Attending NWRA Symposium gives you the most diverse 
wildlife rehabilitation program available. Presentations 
range from veterinary to volunteers, furred to feathered 
or scaled, educational programs to emerging diseases, 
small to large wild species, and just about anything 
else you might need for your daily work. Plus, there are 
seminars, workshops, and discussion groups for more 
intensive learning experiences.

More details coming soon!
Hotel reservations will be available November 2017

Registration will be available November 2017Symposium being held at the Embassy Suites Hotel in San Luis 
Obispo, CA.  For more details, visit https://ccwr.org/symposium
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Q Is it true that opossums will 
attack and kill chickens? If 

not, why do so many people think 
they do?

I’ve kept chickens before, as have 
my in-laws for decades, and never 
had an opossum do more than steal 
eggs. However, after a friend claimed 
one “beheaded” her chicken and 
drank its blood, I discovered this is a 
popular belief echoed on many sites 
about raising chickens.

It seems like very odd behavior for 
an opossum, so I’m dubious. 

Any insight is appreciated. Thanks!

A Chris, That’s one tall tale. 

Not only do 
we have to contend 
with Chupacabras 
tales originating in 
Mexico, but now 
there’s a legend of 
a Chupapollo with 
the Virginia opossum 
being the suspect.

Opossums are opportunistic. They 
will eat eggs. I personally have 
not ever had anyone tell me they 
witnessed an opossum corner, attack 
and kill a chicken. Opossums will 
eat chickens, after another animal 
has killed the chicken and left the 
carcass. The opossum will lick the 
blood and proceed to eat the comb, 
beak, feet. This takes a while, so they 
are the ones that get caught hovering 
over the carcass. If an opossum finds 
a killed chicken (fresh or old; they 
are not picky), there will be little 
evidence left behind.

Leslie

Q I have an opossum that would 
need to have its jaw wired and 

its teeth fixed (it was hit by a car) 
to be able to then be rehabbed and 
perhaps released someday. I have a 
very good licensed pro ready to do 
the extended rehab, but can’t find a 
vet willing to do the surgery. Do you 
know of any vets in the US that might 
do this surgery for a wild opossum?

A How admirable for you to go to 
such lengths to help an injured 

opossum. Not all jaw breaks can be 
repaired. If the break is lateral, it 
is usually doable. If it’s vertically, 
it could be very difficult, stressful, 
painful and expensive.

Your licensed pro should have 
veterinarian contacts lined up just 
for these occasions.

If you don’t have a relationship with 
a veterinarian in your area, you are 
going to have to go onto the Internet 
and look under the Yellow Pages 
website for veterinarians near you. 
Then you are going to have to call 
each one and ask if they would do the 
surgery. You’ll need to agree ahead 
of time what fees would be charged 
and who would be responsible for the 
fees.

If a veterinarian offers you a discount 
for wildlife, or does it for free, know 
that you will have to wait in the 
waiting room with your severely 
injured wildlife while the vet takes 
care of his paying customers first, 
even if it is only a nail trimming 
appointment for the pet.

Some veterinarians will receive and 
treat the opossum, but not give it 
back for follow-up care unless your 
licensed pro is known to them.

Some veterinarians will take the 
opossum and just euthanize it and 
not tell you about it because wildlife 
usually belongs to the state, not 
individuals.

All these matters should be discussed 
over the telephone and then again in 
person as you hand over the opossum 
and I would have your pro there with 
you for them to describe the follow 
up care they would be giving.

Q Hi, I have opossums eating 
the vegetables in my garden. 

I tried a PVC fence, but they ate 
right through it. One company 
sells a “chew-proof” high density 
polyethylene fence to keep out 
“rabbits and other animal pests.” Do 
you think that would keep out an 
opossum? Thanks for your help.

A Opossums aren’t gnawing 
animals. Opossums will take 

their teeth and pull at something to 
get it out of the way or get through 
which results in about the same. 
Are you sure there is not another 
animal(s) getting into your garden?

I would think a high-density 
polyethylene fence would keep 
opossums out. Since they are not 
gnawing animals, they don’t have 
the luxury of rabbits and rodents 
of spending weeks chewing on 
something as their gnawing teeth 
continue to grow and replace the 
worn teeth.

When opossum’s teeth wear down, 
they no longer have teeth for the 
rest of their lives.

Pepper spray is legal. I would just 
pepper spray your PVC, something 
NO animal would want in their 
mouth. You would need to do it on 
a windless day, wear clothes you 
immediately put in the washer and 
have a bucket of water nearby to 
rinse your eyes if you get any into 
them. You will need to check your 
fence after a time (by sniffing it 
closely once you can’t obviously smell 
it) and reapply.

Also, if you spray any latches or areas 
of the PVC you will be frequently 
handling, wear gloves afterwards.

For my cages, if any opossum starts 
pulling on a certain area of the cage 
with their teeth, I take cayenne 
pepper, add water to make it a 
paste, and spread on the surface 
to dry. They do NOT like taste of 
concentrated pepper. It will not 
harm any animals.

Q I have a possum taking 
up residence in my double 

fenced backyard. I’ll leave him alone 
except he’s making a pooping mess 
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in my first backyard and I take my 
supervised cats in the yard to play.

There is no trash in the backyard and 
nothing but grass and plants in the 
first yard closest to the house.

My only financial option is to kill it 
and I don’t want to do that but I can’t 
risk the residual danger to my cats.

I live in Beaumont, CA.

A It is illegal in California to kill 
wildlife who are participating 

in normal behavior for any animal 
including; drinking water, eating, 
searching for food or sex or pooping.

Normally they like to poop in a 
secluded area that has a lot of fallen 
leaves after eating nearby food.

If you remove all food sources and 
keep areas exposed, they will eat, 
drink and poop proximal to food 
located elsewhere.

Otherwise, do what all the rest of us 
do; clean up bird poop, other people’s 
cat poop, raccoon poop and opossum 
poop from our yard, cars and patio 
furniture regularly.

Q Hi, Two years ago out of 
pure ignorance I relocated 3 

Opossums because they were eating 
my vegetables. A local rehabber scolded 
me when she found out and shamed 
me terribly. (I am an avid animal lover 
so I felt shamed and incredibly sad to 
this day). I had no idea that this was 
a dangerous thing to do for the sweet 
Opossum. Since then I have wanted 
to restore Opossums to my property 
and the surrounding area, especially 
with a growing tick population. I have 
since learned how sweet these gentle 
animals are and how valuable they 
are to the area. 

Is there any way to obtain Opossums 
and reintroduce them to my property 
and surrounding wooded area? I would 
do anything necessary to insure that 
they adapt safely and would treasure 
their presence.

Thank you for any help you can offer. 
I live in Ulster County in NY State

A Try using the websites listed 
below:

http ://www.dec .ny . gov/c fmx/
e x t a p p s / s l s _ s e a r c h e s / i n d e x .
cfm?p=live_rehab 

h t t p : / / n y s w r c . o r g / f i n d - a -
rehabilitator/

New York State Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Council 716 491-4108

http://www.nyswrc.org/counties.htm 

Right now on our website under How 

To Locate A Wildlife Rehabilitator 

Near Me, we have listed three 
websites from other organizations or 
individuals who have comprised a list 
and we are unsure if or how often 
they update the lists by state they 
have created.

Wildlife Rehabilitation is being 
recognized by more and more states 
as a valid and necessary resource to 
ensure the health of ALL animals 
(domestic, livestock, wildlife, and 
people) and the monitoring of the 
environment. Hence, more states are 
including lists of wildlife rehabilitators 
on their own state government 
branch tasked with wildlife concerns. 
These state organizations can be more 
reliable to update their lists than 
other organizations might. Many of 
these states have their own state non-
profit organizations which organize 
and facilitate communication between 
the different wildlife rehabilitators. 
WE HAVE COME A LONG WAY since 
I started in rehabilitation over 30 
years ago. Let’s hope we keep evolving 
and other countries take note of our 
concern for our own wildlife.

Leslie

Q Hello, a baby and likely 
orphaned opossum has started 

frequenting our yard at night, 
realizing that we have a very large 
bird feeder that is always full of food 
and that leaves tons of leftover bird 
food on the ground. I called DC’s 
animal control but the chances of 
them finding this guy are probably 
very slim. I don’t mind him being in 
the yard but I do fear that as he gets 
bigger he will continue to frequent the 
yard and get too comfortable in our 
space.

A I don’t know what you mean 
by “too comfortable in your 

space.” The urban neighborhood is 
home to many different species of 
mammals, birds, insects, reptiles 
and even amphibians. Opossums are 
transient beings, so they don’t set up 
permanent living quarters anywhere. 
They will have 6-7 daytime den sites 
they rotate around, sleeping 2-3 days 
in the same spot. They will, however, 
keep a pretty punctual feeding route 
and seeing them at the same time 
each night could give the illusion they 
are living in your yard. They aren’t.

To keep others from eating the 
droppings from your bird feeder  
I’m afraid you’ll have to clean up 
underneath the bird feeder before 
night. 

Bird feeders are the #1 cause for avian 
disease transmission. Read the United 
States Geological Survey information 
on what diseases are typically acquired 
at bird feeders: https://www.nwhc.
usgs.gov/publications/fact_sheets/
coping_with_diseases_at_birdfeeders.
jsp 

You could also lay down a tarp of a 
sufficient size that you can roll up, 

and then pour out into your trash 
can, then put a lid on it.

You could purchase a lawn vacuum 
and vacuum the leavings. There are 
some under $100.00 on Amazon.
com. I suggest you read the reviews to 
determine your choice.

You could bring your bird feeder into 
your garage at night, but be sure 
that your garage vent screens have 
no breeches in them. Don’t keep any 
doors open because it will attract 

Continued on page 4
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mice and rats, which the opossum 
would cheerfully eat if they find them 
in your backyard.

Leslie

Q I have some geranium plants 
and an opossum sleeps in 

there during the day--I don’t think 
he’s dead because the bushes are 
disturbed--leaves and flowers falling 
on the ground--periodically. I can 
see him behind the largest bush but 
he looks more and more decayed 
than when I ran into him at night 
several months ago. This morning 
there were many house flies perched 
on the outside stucco walls of my 
house in the yard. I have a small 
yard. They were not hovering over 
the bush but on the cement patio and 
on the walls. The flies behaved as if 
they were drugged. Most were easy 
to kill or more passive as they flew 
away--some were on the ground 
and I stepped on them. Do you know 
what’s happening? I live in Long 
Beach, CA

A Geraniums are toxic to dogs 
and cats; the symptoms of 

poisoning being lethargy, dermatitis 
and loss of appetite. I do not know 
of any opossums eating flowers and 
I don’t know if the flies ate from the 
flower. I would put out some Toxiban 
for the opossum and see if that helps. 
If the opossum is decaying, it’s dead, 
call Animal Control to dispose of the 
carcass.

Q I have opossums living under 
my deck, at least part-time. I 

believe this is due to my living in the 
city and being one of the few houses 
with a privacy fence and no dogs, plus 
bushes and trees with shade. The 2 
neighboring houses on one side have 
rats. I am interested in keeping the 
opossums in order to discourage the 
rats (and mice) from settling here. 
Today I encountered a possible early 
litter male at 6 PM in the yard that 
seemed not so healthy looking.

Have some experience with outdoor 
feeding of an orphaned litter 20 yrs 
ago, and have rescued some from 
neighbor’s pool and garages.

Questions;

1. Can I limited feed (leftover cooked 
meat and cat food) and water to 
supplement diet since there is limited 
fall fruit or carrion here in the city, 
and no standing water and droughts 
in St Louis in the summer? As long 
as there is no municipal code against 
feeding animals (or you disguise the 
bowl from nosy neighbor’s eyes) you 
can leave out a bowl of water. Change 
the water at dusk, if the heat of the 
day has warmed the water up to 
tepid. 

2. Deck is 10 inches off the ground. If 
I limited feed, is there a supplement I 
can add to food to treat tic and flea 
infestation, as I am sitting directly 
over-top of them in the evenings 
before dusk? 

Deborah

A I crush up and add flea repelling 
B vitamin mix to the food I put 

out: http://www.fleatreat.com/ 

I place the food in Fool-A-Bug bowls 

h t t p s : / / w w w . a m a z o n . c o m /
s/? ie=UTF8&keywords=foo l-a-
bug+bowl 

This keeps the food I leave out from 
being an attractant to ants. It doesn’t 
protect food from flying insects, but 
I haven’t found any nighttime flying 
insects interested in left out food.

I also use flea nematodes in my 
gardens, lawn and soil around the trees 
https://www.organiccontrol.com/
product/38/Beneficial-Nematodes 
The nematodes must have moist soil 
to thrive, so pre-treat landscape with 
lots of water a couple of days before 
dispersing, and disperse at dusk, as it 
instructs. I usually apply in April and 
again in August to keep the C.Felis (the 
cat fleas that will jump on opossums) 
controlled in my yard. 

Return Question: Is the idea of 
encouraging opossums to be my 
outdoor rat and mousers a ridiculous 
notion? 

Return Answer: I see nothing wrong 
in encouraging them to do their jobs.

Q Hello! I am moving into a 
neighborhood at the edge of 

woods which has had five cases of 
Lyme disease diagnosed recently. I’ve 
found three tiny deer ticks on me in 
the last 2 weeks. (Tested for Lyme 
negative, but still - yikes!)

I’ve heard possums are tick Hoovers! 
There are several acres of forested, 
unbuildable common land bordering 
my yard (I can send you the address 
so you can see an aerial view if you’d 
like).

What I’d like to know is what is your 
opinion on introducing some opossums 
to the area? Would they be ok? Would 
it backfire somehow? Before I inquire 
about local regulations, I’d like to 
know what you think. 

The property is near a park and Lake 
Ontario, in Rochester NY. 

Thank you! Cheers,

Sarah 

A It’s never a good idea to move 
wildlife en masse from one 

location in which they are surviving 
to another. It would disrupt other 
species there that may be competing 
for other foods (opossums diet is only 
70% insects, and not all that 70% 
are ticks). A great influx could bring 
larger prey animals closer; wolves, 
coyotes, juvenile mountain lions.

The best thing to do is offer up your 
land to nearby wildlife rehabilitators, 
pest control and/or regional and state 
animal control agencies as a place to 
release opossums that cannot be put 
right back where they were found 
for some reason. Usually they have a 
large radius in which opossums can be 
released from where they were found.

Opossums are transient, so they will 
move on but having a steady trickle 
of releases on your property while 
allow them to Hoover ticks on their 
way to other spots. Just don’t be 

Continued from page 3



OSUS 5
www.opossumsocietyus.org

releasing dozens every weekend on 
your property for the above reasons.

When you call the above opossum’s 
handlers, ask them about how many 
they release each week so you can 
control the influx.

Leslie

Q I rescued a juvenile opossum 
from my swimming pool last 

evening. He (she) was in really bad 
shape. Not sure how long he was in 
the pool but spotted him inside the 
door of the skimmer clinging to the 
door. I removed him and placed him 
in a box with a dry towel thinking 
he probably wouldn’t make it through 
the night. He is still alive this morning 
but is still quite lethargic. He has 
moved since last night, getting out 
from under the towel and is now 
coiled in the corner, seemingly resting 
comfortably. Not sure if I should take 
him to SPCA or wait to see if he 
regains some strength/energy and 
then release him back near where I 
found him. I’ve put some vegetables/
fruit and cat food in the box but can’t 
tell if he’s eaten. He’s about 10” long 
from nose to butt (not including tail) 
and from what I’ve read I think he 
should be okay on his own. 

I live in Fallbrook, CA (North San 
Diego County) and he’s actually 
the first opossum I’ve seen on my 
property. 

What is your recommendation for me 
to do next? 

Thank You, Carl 

A Oddly enough, an opossum that 
has been swimming around in 

a pool, looking for a foothold to pull 
themselves out will be exhausted and 
dehydrated. Offer it some water. It 
will need rest and water and hopefully 

it hasn’t consumed enough water to 
aspirate.

Opossums aren’t long-distance 
swimmers. We ask people that have 
a pool to anchor a towel, or even a 
textured hose with a weight on the 
land side and drape slightly into the 
water. 

There are commercial products that 
will work for everything from a frog 
to a small dog.

The skamper ramp is basically a 
piece of Styrofoam with holes in it 
anchored by pool rope and is available 
at Walmart:

h t t p s : / / w w w . w a l m a r t . c o m /
search/?query=skamper%20ramp

I think it’s a bit overpriced for the 
materials involved. Go to Walmart, 
slide the product out of the box to 
look at it, memorize it, then go home 
and make your own.

Return Comment:

Thank You, yes I did place a small 
bowl of water in the box with him. 
I will take him to Project Wildlife’s 
drop off location in North San Diego 
County. Thank you very much for 
your prompt reply.

He is moving around in the box now 
and seems to be feeling better. He 
sure is a cute little bugger.

Thank You Again,

Carl

Editors Note: Questions in the Mail Pouch 
columns are printed as received and only 
occasionally edited for content, grammar 
and length.

The Opossum Society of the  
United States 

Wishes to Thank Our 
Contributors

 
Edith Hoage
Elisa Mahan

Ann Bess
Catherine Macias
Nancy Callahan

Deborah Ketchum
Cris Alvis

Rachel Henry
Sarah Ealy

Gerard Kuhn
Cris Alvis

Gerard Hetman
Paula Jewell

Vince Gongora
Jose Ricardo

Cris Alvis
Michele Pappagianis

William Hughes
Gary Butler

Andrew Valdez
Christina Gantz

Without our contributors and 
those members whose work 
generates donations to OSUS, 
we would not be able to care 
for as many orphans, save as 
many injured or reach so many 
people with our information on 
opossums.  Good job, and thank 
you all!  Your generosity really 
makes a difference.

OPOSSUMS IN THE NEWS
Video of mother opossums with 12 babies. Note that 3 of her babies are leucistic.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3WWEXBKHbo
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Q My daughter is a volunteer small 
wildlife rescuer/rehabilitator 

and enjoys and prefers to rescue 
opossums. On the whole she has been 
successful. But she is having much 
difficulty raising babies that have 
come to her at 7 grams and begin to 
die at about 14 weeks. She uses the 
correct methods and formulas that 
she has learned by research and by 
other rehabbers. The babies develop 
propulsive diarrhea and ascites. She 
thought it might be a protozoan 
infection and changed to feeding them 
goat’s milk to no avail. Any research 
on mother opossum’s milk that might 
explain the failures?

A I’m afraid I don’t know anyone 
who has had more than 10% 

success rate for pinkies under 18 
grams. Not to say many have had 
successes, but at quite a lot of effort 
and heartache. Some centers won’t 
take opossums under 25 grams or 
even bigger because they are labor-
intensive with the feeding schedule 
and are fragile. It takes a rehabilitator 
out of circulation when they could 
be taking care of 3 times more the 
opossums at a larger weight and have 
a 90% success rate.

1 You have to consider they were 
exposed to something traumatic 

enough to kill the mom which could 
radiate into their little bodies. They 

are so fragile at that age, a hard 
enough blow or trauma to Mom 
opossum may not manifest itself until 
days or weeks later.

2 How long were 
babies without 

Mom’s warmth or were 
they sucking on long dead 
Mom’s sour milk?

3 In order for babies 
to process any 

new formula, they 
must be warmed to 95 
degrees, their normal 
body temperature, NO 
WARMER, you will cook 
them at 98 degrees. They 
must be kept at a certain 
humidity, like the mother’s 
pouch (waterbator construction 
information is on our website, or 
you could introduce moisture to an 
incubator).

You must flush out the formula 
remaining in their system before 
you introduce a new formula or else 
diarrhea and bloating could result. 
The first 24 hours should be water, 
gradually introducing formula at 
increased gradient.

The opossum mother’s milk changes 
13 times at various stages while she is 
nursing. We can’t duplicate that.  We 

have found great success with using a 
surrogate mother with babies about 
the same size (just slipping them into 
the pouch while step-mom is sleeping) 
no more than a total of 13, she only 

has 13 teats and not all 
may be working. I know of 
a vet that kept a mother 
opossum alive, she had a 
broken back and would 
not survive, and used 
her for two litters before 
euthanizing her.

They must be hydrated. 
They cannot digest food 
unless they are hydrated, 
again causing diarrhea and 
bloating.

If you’re tube-feeding, you 
must weigh everyday to calculate 
the correct amount of formula they 
should ingest. Overfeeding can cause 
bloating and diarrhea.

Since we usually don’t know the time 
and type of trauma incurred, it’s hard 
to know how badly they are already 
compromised when we get them.

It comes down to we know we can’t 
save them all, let’s see how we can 
save the most.

Leslie

FROM THE POUCH

Bookmark this Amazon Smile link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/33-0310580 so all your eligible 
shopping will benefit the Opossum Society of California, dba as The Opossum Society of the United 
States. 

Copy and paste this message in a Facebook post: When you #StartWithaSmile, Amazon donates 
0.5% of the purchase price to Opossum Society of California Inc. 

Copy and paste this message in a Tweet: @AmazonSmile. http://smile.amazon.com/ch/33-
0310580 #YouShopAmazonGives.

If you have any questions, please sign in to http://org.amazon.com and click on the 
Help tab to see our FAQ topics.  Thank you for your participation in the AmazonSmile 
program to help the opossums!

DONORS, VOLUNTEERS, FRIENDS, FAMILY

APOLOGIES
We are sorry for any inconvenience 
caused to new members in May who 
received their membership packet with 
postage due on it, had it sent belatedly 
or for never arriving.
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OSUS MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM
_____ Please find enclosed my tax-deductible donation.
_____ I want to become a member of O.S.U.S. 
_____ Please renew my membership of O.S.U.S.  
(Check one of the above)

Name: ____________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

Telephone: ________________________________________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________________________
 
Membership is $30.00 annually (U.S., $40.00 annually International)
 
Please mail check to:

OSUS
P.O.  Box 16724
Irvine, CA  92623

 
Or register via PayPal online at our website: www.OpossumSocietyUS.org 
Note:  The OSUS membership/email list is never given out to any other organization. 
It is used for official OSUS business only.  Your membership renewal month due is 
the month you joined.

Keep the spa covered at night and when 
not in use. Make sure the cover is sturdy 
enough to bear the weight load of an 
animal up to fifteen pounds. This will also 
prevent any tragic consequences with 
human toddlers.

On a swimming pool, 
drape a towel securely 
anchored to the deck with 
a brick or other heavy 
object or a rough-textured 
hose over the side of the 
pool so the opossum 
can pull itself out. The 
opossum will swim around 
the perimeter of the pool looking for 
something to grasp to pull itself out. It 
cannot reach up to grasp; the object must 
be touching the water. The opossum can 
get a handhold on most objects except a 
slick hose with no texture or ribs on it.

Leave a bowl of water nearby so the 
opossum will not drink from the pool. 

Rescuing an opossum from a pool: Use 
the pool net and scoop the opossum 
and put in a SHADY, secluded spot to dry 
off (it will sunburn if left in the sun). You 
may also use any object the opossum can 
grasp but be prepared for the opossum 
to quickly climb up the object and go up 

as high as it can go - 
which may be the top 
of your head. As soon 
as it grasps the object 
and starts to climb, 
place it on the ground. 
If the opossum just 
lies there move it to 
dappled shade so it 

can have the warmth of the sun without 
the sunburn. 

If you can smell the opossum’s breath and 
it reeks of chlorine, it has swallowed a lot 
of pool water. Supportive care includes 
warmth and quiet and water, it will be 
dehydrated from its efforts to get out 
of the pool. It may be up to 24 hours for 

it to recover. Sometimes the opossum 
has too much water in its lungs and it 
won’t survive. At this point, there’s no 
traditional treatment by a veterinarian 
that wouldn’t cost hundreds of dollars. 
There is a homeopathic treatment for fluid 
retention in the lungs, but we don’t have 
data on its effectiveness on a drowning 
victim yet.

The following are commercial products are 
specifically designed for assisting animals 
having fallen into a pool. Swimline Pool 
Critter Escape Ramp is available online 
and may be more aesthetically pleasing 
than a towel draped in your pool. 

h t t p s : / / j e t . c o m / p r o d u c t / d e t a i l /
f8256934ba7244239170e60b315bcc6b 

Skamper Ramp is good for animals up 
to dog size: http://www.skamper-ramp-
store.com/regular-skamper-ramp.html

This website has a national map to locate 
a retailer near you or you can purchase 
through Amazon.

KEEPING OPOSSUMS SAFE FROM POOLS AND SPAS



Opossum Society of the United States 
P.O. Box 16724 
Irvine, CA 92623

Join OSUS and receive ...

Quarterly Issues of ‘Possum Prints.
Updated diet/development/medical sheets.
Orphan/Injured care information.
Veterinarian/emergency care list.
A warm, fuzzy feeling!

Phone Calls and Mail: 
Due to the tremendous 
volume of messages left 
on our Board of Directors, 
Counselor, and City 
Coordinators’ answering 
machines, toll and long 
distance calls which 
require an answer will be 
returned collect.

When requesting 
information from the 
Society, please enclose a 
self-addressed stamped 
envelope (SASE). Due to 
the high volume of mail 
requests and the cost of 
postage, the Society can 
no longer absorb this 
expense.

Donations to defray the 
costs of printed materials 
will be accepted at any 
time.

Address correction 
requested. 
Postage Guaranteed

OSUS Board of Directors
August 2017-2019

 

OSUS Meetings and Events
2017 Event Location
Sep 21-25 FWRA Annual Symposium  (www.fwra.org) .............................................................................Haines City, FL
Oct 7-8 IWRC Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation (theiwrc.org/courses) ......................................................... Kingston, RI
Oct 28 - 30 CCWR Annual Symposium (www.ccwr.org/symposium) ......................................... San Luis Obispo, CA
Nov 4-5 IWRC Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation (theiwrc.org/courses) ...................................................... Courenay, BC
Nov 10 - 12 NYSWRC Annual Symposium (www.nyswrc.org) ............................................................ Binghampton, NY
Dec 1-2 IWRC Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation (theiwrc.org/courses) ..............................................................Tyron, OK
2018
Feb 2-3 IWRC Basic Wildlife Rehabilitation (theiwrc.org/courses) .................................................Georgetown, TX
Feb 28 - Mar 3 NWRA Annual Symposium (www.nwrawildlife.org) ................................................................Anaheim, CA

Please take the time to send us a change of address card when you move 
so that you do not miss out on any issues of ‘Possum Prints. 
Printed on recycled paper.


